
                                 

                              THE GODS MEN SERVE
2 Kings 17:33 -- They feared the Lord and served their own gods
according to the custom of the nations from among whom they
had been carried away into exile.

Introduction
1. The Assyrians had removed the conquered Israelites from the land and repopulated

it with other nations.  Through the efforts of a priest of Bethel the new inhabitants
were taught things concerning God.  They then recognized Jehovah but at the same
time continued to serve their traditional idols.

2. The attitude of recognizing Jehovah while at the same time serving gods of their own
making and choosing had led to the downfall of all the tribes of Israel.

3. There is the same danger for Christians today and we can be guilty of the same sin
by making gods out of certain common factors in today’s world. We can fool
ourselves into thinking that we are acceptable to God while in reality we can alienate
ourselves from God by our idolatry.

A. The god of Earthly Wisdom
1 .  Christians often put too much emphasis upon earthly wisdom, placing its

attainment at a level of greater importance than Bible study or service to God.  
2. This is unwise for we find that the philosophy of the world is…

a.  Vain and deceitful; a corruptive influence.
Colossians 2:8 -- See to it that no one takes you captive through philosophy and
empty deception, according to the tradition of men, according to the elementary
principles of the world, rather than according to Christ.

b.  Perverting.
Isaiah 47:10 -- And you felt secure in your wickedness and said, “No one sees me.”
Your wisdom and your knowledge, they have deluded you; for you have said in
your heart, “I am, and there is no one besides me.” [Judgment on Babylon]

c.  Human and temporary.
Job 12:3 -- But I have intelligence as well as you; I am not inferior to you.  And
who does not know such things as these.

d. Opposed to the revelation of God’s word.  The writer and philosopher Ayn
Rand said on the Johnny Carson show, “a rational person cannot believe in
God.”  She equated belief with irrationality.
1 Corinthians 1:19-21 -- For it is written, “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise,
and the cleverness of the clever I will set aside.”  Where is the wise man?  Where is
the scribe?  Where is the debater of this age?  Has not God made foolish the wisdom
of the world?  For since in the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom did
not come to know God, God was well-pleased through the foolishness of the message
preached to save those who believe.

3.  Attitudes that develop because of the overestimation of the value of earthly
wisdom are considered foolishness by God.

1 Corinthians 3:19 -- For the wisdom of this world is foolishness before God. For it
is written, “He is the one who catches the wise in their craftiness.”

B. The god of Materialism
1.  The material things of this world can easily be turned into idols.  When this

happens to a Christian, it is manifested in his unwillingness to give either time or
money to the Lord because of the value he places upon both in his efforts to
amass material goods.



2 .  We should think twice about such tendencies
since the Bible says that riches are…
a.  Unreliable.

Proverbs 11:28 -- He who trusts in his riches will
fall, but the righteous will flourish like the green
leaf.

b.  A premature and unfulfilling state (Story of
rich man and Lazarus – Luke 16).
Luke 6:24 -- But woe to you who are rich, for you
are receiving your comfort in full.

c. A snare (Story of the rich young ruler – Luke 18:22-25).
1 Timothy 6:9 -- But those who want to get rich fall into temptation and a snare
and many foolish and harmful desires which plunge men into ruin and destruction.
[Read Proverbs 30:7-9]

C. The god of Pleasure
1. Some Christians turn the seeking of pleasure into the most

important aspect of their lives.  When thus elevated,
pleasure becomes an idol.

2.  The Bible says that the desire to satisfy the pleasureful
drives…
a. Chokes a Christian.

Luke 8:14 -- And the seed which fell among the thorns,
these are the ones who have heard, and as they go on their
way they are choked with worries and riches and pleasures of
this life, and bring no fruit to maturity.

b. Enslaves men who seek it.
Titus 3:3 -- For we also once were foolish ourselves,
disobedient, deceived, enslaved to various lusts and
pleasures, spending our life in malice and envy, hateful,
hating one another.

c .  Its pursuit is vanity. Any time a pleasure of this world becomes more
important to us than service to God we are making it an idol. (Eccl. 2:1-11)

D. The god of Self
1.  We see expressed in the attitudes of individuals this

exultation of self.  The conceited concept that our own
ideas, opinions, and preferences ought to be the
standard of the world.

2. Such over confidence and self indulgence is unwarranted
when we see that according to the Bible such pride is…
a. A state of hopelessness.

Proverbs 26:12 -- Do you see a man wise in his own
eyes?  There is more hope for a fool than for him.

b. Precedes destruction, i.e. Ben-hadad’s boast of
coming victory, Ahab’s reply “Let not him that puts
his armor on boast of himself as him that takes it
off.” Ben-hadad was defeated for his pride under-
mined him.
Proverbs 16:18 -- Pride goes before destruction, and a haughty spirit before
stumbling.

c.   A source of contention.
Proverbs 13:10 -- Through presumption comes nothing but strife, but with those
who receive counsel is wisdom.


