
God Causes Growth

2 Corinthians 9:10 -- Now He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for
food, will supply and multiply your seed for sowing and increase the harvest of
your righteousness.

Introduction
1. The agency of God in causing the growth of His kingdom is a prominent theme in the

book of Acts.  In Luke’s commentary on the progress of the gospel from Pentecost to the
period of Paul’s Roman imprisonment, he sees the hand of the Lord at work.

2. Also in the sermons delivered by the apostles themselves, their knowledge of the
sovereignty of God causes them to view themselves as mere witnesses to the salvation
that God has wrought in the last days.

A. God Supplies the Seed
1.  From the first announcement of God’s salvation on Pentecost, the gift of tongues

demonstrated that the Spirit was “giving utterance” to the speakers.
•  “God has poured forth what you see and hear” (Acts 2:15,33).
• “As many as the Lord our God shall call to Himself” (Acts 2:39).
• It is “the word of God” (Acts 4:31; 6:2; 8:14; 11:1; 13:5; 17:13; 18:11).

2. Luke’s periodic progress reports on the state of the kingdom attributes its growth to
the spread of the word.
•  “The word of the Lord kept on spreading” (6:7); “continued to grow and be

multiplied” (12:24).
• “The word of the Lord was growing mightily and prevailing” (19:20).

3. The description of Lydia’s conversion – “the Lord opened her heart to respond to
the things spoken by Paul” (Acts 16:14) – is a particularly tender figure of speech
and conveys several messages:
• The power and effectiveness of the gospel.
• The partnership between God and man to reach lost souls.
• The personal interest of God in each individual.
• The reality of fellowship with God without assurance from the senses.

4. In his farewell to the elders from Ephesus, Paul commends them “to God and to the
word of His grace, which is able to build you up and give you the inheritance among
all those who are sanctified” (Acts 20:32).

B. God Fixes the Seasons
1. It is God who declares the “times and epochs” (Acts 1:7) and forecasts the arrival of

the “last days” (2:16-21).
2. He reserved the gospel for the “fullness of time” exploiting the advantages of Roman

peace and demonstrating the superiority of His “foolishness and weakness” over the
wisdom and might of men.

3.  He fixed and declared a day of judgment as a demonstration of His justness, a
vindication of His purpose, a comfort to His people, and as a motivation for sinners
to repent (17:30-31).

4. God orchestrated the timing for each significant development in the growth of His
kingdom.
• Jesus was “delivered up by the predetermined plan and foreknowledge of God”

(Acts 2:23).
• Pentecost was the harvest day of “fulfillment.”
• The “great persecution” led to the broader distribution of the word (8:1,4).
• God also made a choice that in the early days the “Gentiles should hear the word

of the gospel and believe” (15:7).



• The Spirit of God also said, “Set apart for Me Barnabas and Saul for the work to
which I have called them” (13:2).

C. God Extends His Hand
1. Miraculously:

• Jesus was attested to “with miracles and wonders and signs that God performed
through Him “ (Acts 2:22).

• God confirmed and commended His messengers (Acts 15:12).
•  During the beginning of the kingdom’s growth, God gave assurance to the

fellowship of all men with the gifts of the Spirit; He answered the prayers for
those in trouble (4:29-31); He did not tolerate hypocrisy (5:1-4); He showed
interest in the sacrifices and sufferings of His servants like Stephen (9:4)…

• He showed compassion for the chief of sinners, Paul, and the futility of opposing
the kingdom (9:5-6); His intention to judge the wicked and vindicate the
righteous (Herod, 12:23; Elymas, 13:11); the capacity to distribute His message
globally (Spirit directs Philip to Ethiopian, Vision for Macedonian).

2. Providentially:
•  In Antioch, “the hand of the Lord was with them, and a large number who

believed turned to the Lord” (Acts 11:21).
• Paul and Barnabas reported, “all things that God had done with them and how

He had opened a door of faith to the Gentiles” (Acts 14:27).
• The Benevolence of Gentiles to their Jewish brethren (Acts 11:27-30; 24:17).

3. Promissory:
• “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you shall be saved…” (Acts 16:31).
• God promised through Peter: “repent and be baptized for the forgiveness of your

sins and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit” (Acts 2:38).
• “Arise, and be baptized, and wash away your sins” (Acts 22:16).
• “The Lord was adding to their number day by day those who were being saved”

(Acts 2:47).
• “Through many tribulations we must enter the kingdom” (Acts 14:22).

D. God Sends Forth Workers
1. Some were divinely commissioned, like Saul (Acts 9:15-16).
2. Some were motivated apart from a supernatural call, like Apollos (18:24-28).
3. But God used both – Paul planted, Apollos watered (1 Corinthians 3:6)…

….and God causes the increase.
E. God Shines His Sun and Sends His Rain

1. God’s grace is the core of His impartiality (Acts 10:34-35), “but in every nation the
man who fears Him and does what is right, is welcome to Him.”

2. God’s grace is the essence of His patience (Acts 14:16-17; 17:27,30), “if perhaps
they might grope for Him and find Him… God is now declaring to men that all
everywhere should repent.”

3. God’s grace is the reason for His gifts (Acts 11:23; 13:43), “when he [Barnabas] had
witnessed the grace of God, he rejoiced and began to encourage them all with
resolute heart to remain true to the Lord.”

4. God’s grace is the persuasive power of the gospel (Acts 14:3; 20:24), “therefore they
spent a long time there speaking boldly with reliance upon the Lord, who was
bearing witness to the word of His grace…”


