
God’s Provision - 1

Psalms 37:25-26 -- I have been young, and now I am old; Yet I have not seen
the righteous forsaken, or His descendants begging bread. All day long He is
gracious and lends; and His descendants are a blessing.

Introduction
1. When we are young our health is good and we feel we are invulnerable.  Ignorant of all that

life is or means we feel we know everything. Inhibited by so many rules yet unlearned and
protected from forces yet untried we feel we can do anything.

2. It is only by the testing of time that all our “theories” about ourselves slowly fall away and
we begin to understand we need help.  It is only when life is close to over, when friends
have gone, and loved ones have all passed away do we truly understand how much help
we have had and now how so very much we have always needed God.

3. In these lessons we will look at the many ways that the Lord is there for us and how much
we need to un-blind ourselves to all that is going on all around us which is divine work.

A. When You Need Comfort  
No matter what the sorrow we experience in this life, God’s compassion for us is over-
flowing, to such an extent, we can vividly discern it to the point of passing it on to others.
Lamentations 3:22-23 -- The Lord’s lovingkindnesses indeed never cease, for His compassions
never fail.  They are new every morning; Great is Thy faithfulness.
2 Corinthians 1:3-4 -- Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of
mercies and God of all comfort: who comforts us in all our affliction so that we may be able to
comfort those who are in any affliction with the comfort with which we ourselves are comforted by
God.

B. When You Lack Confidence
The Christian should be the most confident individual on this planet, not in his arrogance,
but in his knowledge that God is with him in all his endeavors.
Proverbs 3:26 -- For the Lord will be your confidence, and will keep your foot from being caught.
Isaiah 30:15 -- For thus the Lord God, the Holy One of Israel, has said, “In repentance and rest
you shall be saved, in quietness and trust is your strength...”
Philippians 1:6  -- For I am confident of this very thing, that He who began a good work in you
will perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus.

C. When You Face Difficulties
Since God gives wisdom, He can equip us with whatever insight or knowledge we need to
resolve any problem and make one a better individual.
Romans 8:28 -- And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who
love God, to those who are called according to His purpose.
Hebrews 12:11 -- All discipline for the moment seems not to be joyful, but sorrowful; yet to those
who have been trained by it, afterwards it yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness.

D. When You Lack Faith
Faith is a matter of knowledge mixed with courage to be able to step out for what is right.
God supplies all the truth and signs we need to empower and embolden our spirit in
service to Him.
Hebrews 11:6 -- And without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who come to God must
believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him.
Romans 10:17 -- So faith comes from hearing, and hearing by the word of Christ.

E. When You Are Discouraged
God’s wisdom can enlighten our way, often relieving our frustration by having us just wait
for Him to accomplish His work. Often we find God has already taken care of everything.



Joshua 1:9 -- Have I not commanded you?  Be strong and courageous!  Do not tremble or be
dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.
Psalms 27:14 -- Wait for the Lord; be strong, and let your heart take courage; Yes, wait for the
Lord.
John 16:33 -- These things I have spoken to you, that in Me you may have peace. In the world
you have tribulation, but take courage; I have overcome the world.

F. When You Are Disappointed
God not only helps us reassess life but He constantly provides options, opportunities and
the resources to direct, sustain and encourage us.
Psalms 43:5 -- Why are you in despair, O my soul?  And why are you disturbed within me?
Hope in God, for I shall again praise Him, the help of my countenance, and my God.
Psalms 55:22 -- Cast your burden upon the Lord, and He will sustain you; He will never allow
the righteous to be shaken.
2 Corinthians 4:8-9 -- We are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not
despairing; persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed.

G. When You Are Fearful
If nothing else, God gives us a perspective to life that few have. We are allowed to see
things others do not and to overlook that which is only an illusionary fear.
Psalms 27:1 -- The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? The Lord is the
defense of my life; whom shall I dread.
2 Timothy 1:7 -- For God has not given us a spirit of timidity, but of power and love and
discipline.
1 John 4:18 -- There is no fear in love; but perfect love casts out fear, because fear involves
punishment, and the one who fears is not perfected in love.

H. When You Face Danger or Death
The Christian knows that God, as the expression goes, has his back. What else is needed?
Psalms 23:4 -- Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I fear no evil; for
Thou art with me.
Psalms 34:7 -- The angel of the Lord encamps around those who fear Him, and rescues them.
Romans 14:8 -- For if we live, we live for the Lord, or if we die, we die for the Lord; therefore,
whether we live or die, we are the Lord’s.

I. When You Are Anxious and Worried
Anxiety is a mind stirred up and disturbed. Inexplicably, at times, God can calm our souls
and bring upon us a calm even in the worst of situations, especially in prayer.
Philippians 4:6-7 -- Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication with
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.  And the peace of God, which surpasses all
comprehension will guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.
1 Peter 5:7 -- Casting all your anxiety upon Him, because He cares for you.

J. When You Are Tempted
The life and worlds that surround us are too often man-made and designed to feed the
amoral appetites that lure one past good judgment.  A dependence on God’s guidance can
see one through the worst of straits and bring one safely home.
1 Corinthians 10:12-13 -- Therefore let him who thinks he stands take heed lest he fall.  No
temptation has overtaken you but such as is common to man; and God is faithful, who will not
allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will provide the way
of escape also, that you may be able to endure it.
Hebrews 2:18 -- For since He Himself was tempted in that which He has suffered, He is able to
come to the aid of those who are tempted.


