
                                 

     GLORIFYING GOD IN THE CHURCH
Ephesians 3:21 -- To Him be the glory in the church and in Christ
Jesus to all generations forever and ever. Amen.

Introduction
1. Of the things people do in assembly and the way they do them, in the final analysis,

the question needs to be asked, are they glorifying God or themselves?
2. In other words, when all is said and done, are we saying, “look, this is what I did by

my own effort, genius, talent and ingenuity”, or “look, this I discovered in His word
what I ought to be doing, and I will let His wisdom guide the way.”

3. If we are looking to please God, we will do all things His way, honoring Him, seeking
or asking for His guidance. If we are looking to please ourselves, we will do what we
want to do, the way we want to do it, without even giving God a thought.  

A. What God Authorized
Matthew 16:18 -- … I will build My church…
1. To begin, let it be noted what God has authorized, that is, what is specifically

mentioned by Him in His word.
2. Jesus mentions His church that He will build.  No other church, or other type of

assembly, is anywhere mentioned in the New Testament.
3. Christians are authorized to come together as a church.  This church is the pillar

[maintenance of doctrines by teaching and practice] and support [hedraios:
steadfast, firm, a seat] of God’s truth.  Through this church the manifold [many
faceted, multilayered] wisdom of God is to be made known. No other institution
is authorized to do what God planned His church to do.

1 Corinthians 11:18 -- …when you come together as a church…
1 Timothy 3:15 -- … I write so that you may know how one ought to conduct himself
in the household of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and support of
the truth.
Ephesians 3:8-10 -- … to bring to light what is the administration of the mystery
which for ages has been hidden in God, who created all things; in order that the
manifold wisdom of God might now be made know through the church to the rulers
and the authorities in the heavenly places.

4. Elders are authorized specifically to shepherd the flock among them.  They are
not authorized to shepherd another church or any other organization. No
qualifications are given to any other group for the oversight of God’s
administration of work than those for Elders and Deacons.

1 Peter 5:1-3 -- I exhort the elders among you.., shepherd the flock of God among you,
exercising oversight not under compulsion, but voluntarily, according to the will of
God; and not for sordid gain, but with eagerness; nor yet as lording it over those
allotted to your charge, but proving to be examples to the flock.

B. How We Get Authority and Glorify God
1 Corinthians 3:10 -- According to the grace of God which was given to me as a wise
master builder I laid a foundation, and another is building upon it. But let each man be
careful how he builds upon it.

1.  Most congregations and some denominations maintain that they give God the
glory by not modifying God’s will.  



2. However, note that Paul warns people about how they should build upon the
foundation of Christ that is laid. Following the context, one is not to go beyond
what is written.  To do so, Paul says, demonstrates one’s “arrogance”. One must
abide in Christ’s teachings. Whatever one does, it must be done with His
complete authority from the Scriptures.

1 Corinthians 4:6 -- Now these things, brethren, I have figuratively applied to myself
and Apollos for your sakes, that in us you might learn not to exceed what is written, in
order that no one of you might become arrogant in behalf of one against another.
2 John 9 -- Anyone who goes too far and does not abide in the teaching of Christ, does
not have God; the one who abides in the teaching, he has both the Father and the Son.
Colossians 3:17,23 -- And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the
Lord Jesus, giving thanks through Him to God the Father… Whatever you do, do your
work heartily, as for the Lord rather than for men.

3.  The Lord warns that if one tries to serve in their own way without going by
God’s express will, that one is without law, and Christ does not recognize him.

4. One’s zeal must be according to knowledge or they are making the same mistake
the Jews did.  They also offered lip service, which alone is not acceptable.

Matthew 7:21-23 -- Not everyone who says to Me, “Lord, Lord,” will enter the
kingdom of heaven; but he who does the will of My Father who is in heaven. Many will
say to Me on that day, “Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in Your name, and in Your
name cast out demons, and in Your name perform many miracles?” And then I will
declare to them, “I never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness.”
Romans 10:2 -- For I bear them witness that they have a zeal for God, but not in
accordance with knowledge.
Matthew 15:8-9 -- This people honors Me with their lips, but their heart is far away
from Me. But in vain do they worship Me, teaching as doctrines the precepts of men.

5.  Finally, Peter issues the command that true Christians must speak what God
speaks. Along with proper service, this is the way that God is glorified through
Christ (i.e. His body, the church, working according to His plan, in His name).

1 Peter 4:11 -- Whoever speaks, let him speak, as it were, the utterances of God;
whoever serves, let him do so as by the strength which God supplies; so that in all
things God may be glorified though Jesus Christ, to whom belong the glory and
dominion forever and ever. Amen
1 Peter 4:16 -- But if anyone suffers as a Christian, let him not feel ashamed, but in
that name let him glorify God.

C. Seeing the Wisdom of God
Ephesians 1:22-23 -- And He put all things in subjection under His feet, and gave Him as
head over all things to the church, which is His body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all.

1. To preserve unity, what better way than for all to take their direction from the
Lord as the head of all things.  It insures Christians all agree [literally: speak the
same thing] and that all are of the same mind and judgment (1 Corinthians 1:10).

2. (Don’t overlook the fact that the church is the “fullness” of Christ.)
3. Who better to oversee anything than men with the qualifications of elders: they

are honest, spiritual, mature in God’s word and will, above reproach even in the
community, great examples to all to imitate, with great integrity and purity of
motive, as well as, time tested.

Acts 14:23 -- And when they had appointed elders for them in every church, having
prayed with fasting, they commended them to the Lord in whom they had believed.
Hebrews 13:17,7 -- Obey your leaders, and submit to them; for they keep watch over
your souls, as those who will give an account… imitate their faith.



4. The best way to learn a language is to immerse oneself in the culture.  How better
to learn how to preach or teach the Bible that in a church setting where one will
eventually be doing that.  It has many advantages that a school or institution
does not have: i.e. costs for room, board and books are less; better structure and
no bureaucracy; a more complete curriculum and social structure; and a greater
breadth of experience in dealing with the members (different ages, backgrounds,
education, questions and problems that arise).

5. It keeps the money and talent in the group for the building up of itself in time and
structure. It keeps the work autonomous. It keeps the importance of the church
and glorifying God to the forefront. It keeps unauthorized innovations from being
done and focuses the group on what God has directed and allows.

6. It develops character and growth as in a family (spiritual) unit, like adoption.

D. What They Did and Didn’t Do in the First Century
Acts 13:1-5 -- Now there were at Antioch, in the church that was there, prophets and
teachers: Barnabas, and Simeon who was called Niger, and Lucius of Cyrene, and Manaen
who had been brought up with Herod the tetrarch, and Saul. And while they were
ministering to the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, “Set apart for Me Barnabas and
Saul for the work to which I have called them.” Then, when they had fasted and prayed
and laid their hands on them, they sent them away. So, being sent out by the Holy Spirit,
they went down to Seleucia and from there they sailed to Cyprus. And when they reached
Salamis, they began to proclaim the word of God in the synagogues of the Jews; and they
also had John as their helper.

1. Paul, even though an apostle, was guaranteed and qualified by Barnabas before
he was accepted in the church at Antioch.  Both realized the need to be working
with an authorized group. No one tried to be a Christian alone or to do the work
by himself without the authority of the church of God.

2. It was the church that had the authority to send men out as apostles and they
reported back to the church all that God had accomplished through them (See
Acts 15:30-35). The Holy Spirit worked through the church, recognizing the
authority of the body of Christ.

3. Note that they did not have to start a Missionary Society or Evangelism Program
since the church was the administration of God that was already set up.  

4. There was no sponsoring church, so that each church remained autonomous, and
each remained responsible for the work in its area.  Nothing, no other church or
group, did the work of the church for it.  Each member realized they needed to
do what God’s will was (Acts 8:1,4).

5.  The churches could help each other in an exchange of spiritual for physical
blessings (preachers got around, as did letters and money), but the elders
remained in authority over their own flock.

6. There is no reason to do things different than were done in New Testament times.
There is no better way to do it for it requires each member of the church to live up
to their potential and the gift that God has given each, by which each can glorify
God in the way He intended. It changed the world then and it can do it now.

Romans 12:3-8 -- For through the grace given to me I say to every man among you
not to think more highly of himself than he ought to think; but to think so as to have
sound judgment, as God has allotted to each a measure of faith. For just as we have
many members in one body and all the member do not have the same function, so we,
who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of another. And
since we have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, let each exercise them
accordingly: if prophecy, according to the proportion of his faith; if service, in his
serving; or he who teaches, in his teaching; or he who exhorts, I his exhortation; he who
gives, with liberality; he who leads, with diligence; he who shows mercy with
cheerfulness.


