
GIVING GOD LEFTOVERS
Isaiah 44:6 -- Thus says the Lord, the King of Israel and his
Redeemer, the Lord of hosts: “I am the first and I am the last, and
there is no God besides Me...”

           

Introduction
1. Isaiah’s sermon on idolatry shows that God is not content with the leftovers of a man’s

life.  Rather God expects the very best and the first fruits.  
2. Whenever our service unto God becomes merely an afterthought, it becomes

unacceptable.  Many try to serve God this way and only end up with a religion of half-
hearted worship.

3.  In this lesson we will consider some of the areas in which people try to give God
leftovers.

A. Leftover Loyalty
1. Most people place God far down the list when it comes to their priorities. Theirs is

a deeper loyalty to job, sports, entertainment, or worldliness.
2. When God is not first in our lives, He is not in our lives.  As someone once said,

“Second place is first loser.”  God will not tolerate such a position.

Matthew 6:33 -- But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness; and all these things
shall be added to you.
Matthew 22:36-38 -- “Teacher, which is the great commandment in the Law?” And He
said to him, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul,
and with all your mind.”  This is the great and foremost commandment.”

 

 B. Leftover Time
1. Second only to our soul is the precious gift of time.  It is precious because it means

opportunities.
2. We can pursue many splendid opportunities, but these urgent pursuits can cause us

to put off the most important of things, i.e. worship, study, prayer, teaching, good
works, family time, and other spiritual endeavors.

3. These really do not take up much time, but they are eternally productive.
Ephesians 5:15-16 -- Therefore be careful how you walk, not as unwise men, but as wise,
making the most of your time, because the days are evil.
Psalm 90:12 -- So teach us to number our days, that we may present to Thee a heart of
wisdom.

C. Leftover Money
1. We work hard for a living to provide food, shelter, clothing, medical care…  If one is

not careful they can spend all the money and have little left for God
2. God’s portion should come first, off the top.  Are we like the poor widow who gave

sacrificially, or the rich who gave “of their abundance”?

Malachi 3:8-10 -- “Will a man rob God? Yet you are robbing Me! But you say, ‘How
have we robbed Thee?’  In tithes and offerings. You are cursed with a curse, for you are
robbing Me, the whole nation of you!  Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, so that
there may be food in My house, and test Me now in this,” says the Lord of hosts, “If I will
not open for you the windows of heaven, and pour out for you a blessing until it
overflows.”
1 Corinthians 16:2 -- On the first day of every week let each one of you put aside and
save, as he may prosper, that no collection be made when I come.



2 Corinthians 9:7 -- Let each one do just as he has purposed in his heart; not grudgingly
or under compulsion; for God loves a cheerful giver.
Mark 12:41-44 -- And He sat down opposite the treasury, and began observing how the
multitude were putting money into the treasury; and many rich people were putting in
large sums.  And a poor widow came and put in two small copper coins, which amounts to
a cent.  And calling His disciples to Him, He said to them, “Truly I say to you, this poor
widow put in more than all the contributors to the treasury; for they all put in out of their
surplus, but she, out of her poverty, put in all she owned, all she had to live on.”

D. Leftover Energy & Ability
1. We can easily exhaust our energies in work or play, especially if we have not taken

care of the wonderful machine that God has given us.
2. It is too easy to have little left for God and sleep in on the Lord’s Day.

Matthew 25:14-30 -- …For to everyone who has shall more be given, and he shall have
an abundance; but from the one who does not have, even what he does have shall be taken
away.  And cast out the worthless slave into the outer darkness; in that place there shall be
weeping and gnashing of teeth.
1 Corinthians 15:58 -- Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always
abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your toil is not in vain in the Lord.
Titus 2:14 -- Who gave Himself for us, that He might redeem us from every lawless deed
and purify for Himself a people for His own possession, zealous for good deeds.

 

 E. Leftover Life
1. People get the idea that religion is for old folks.  After they have lived their life and

are tired and no longer vibrant and productive, then they will give themselves to
God.

2. The unfortunate thing about death bed confessions is that your do not know when
the end will come, and God may not be pleased with your finally turning over a
corpse for service to Him.

Ecclesiastes 12:1 -- Remember also your Creator in the days of your youth, before the evil
days come and the years draw near when you will say, “I have no delight in them.”
Romans 12:1 -- I urge you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your
bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of
worship.
1 Corinthians 6:19-20 -- Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy
Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and that you are not your own? For you
have been bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body.
Colossians 3:3-4 -- For you have died and your life is hidden with Christ in God.  When
Christ, who is our life, is revealed, then you also will be revealed with Him in glory.


