
   

FROM HEAVEN OR MEN?
Matthew 21:24-25 -- And Jesus answered and said to them, “I will
ask you one thing too, which if you tell Me, I will also tell you by
what authority I do these things.  The baptism of John was from
what source, from heaven or from men?”

Introduction:  (Read Matthew 21:23-27)
1.  When Jesus entered the temple and began to preach the word of God, the chief

priests and elders questioned His authority to do so.  It was not a matter of
whether He was teaching the truth or not, to them it was a matter of did He have
their permission.  

2. Questions are usually asked for one of three basic reasons:  (1) to gain information,
(2) to teach a lesson, or (3) to create a doubt.  These rulers were not concerned with
the first two.  They only wanted to put this upstart in his place before the people.

3. In their way of thinking only certain men have authority to allow others to teach.
They had gone beyond the concept that God is the only one who possesses such
authority.   Jesus is about to re-teach them that lesson.

A. The Lesson:
1. Jesus does not shrink away from their question, as perhaps they hoped he would.

On the contrary, He expresses an eagerness to answer their question, and before the
people.

2. But He already has begun to answer them when He suggests they answer one of His
questions first.  He is demonstrating that he believes that he has just as much
authority to ask questions as they do.

3. The question is simple, that is, if it falls on honest hearts:
 Matthew 21:25 -- “The baptism of John was from what source, from heaven or from
men?”

                     
4. Their dishonest reasonings:

• “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ He will say to us, ‘Then why did you not believe
him?’

• “But if we say, ‘From men,’ we fear the multitude; for they all hold John to be a
prophet.’”

5. Some explaining:
•  Why we consider these rulers dishonest of heart is because, if honest, they

would not have conferred, but each would have stated what was his own
personal conviction.

• Their definition of “leaders” was to see which way the herd was running and get
in front.

• They were not concerned with what was true, but only with what the people
thought. This is what really made the question hard.  The simple honest people
believed that John’s authority came from God.  He was the prophesied “Voice
crying in the wilderness.”

• But John claimed that Jesus was the Lamb of God, thus pointing out that Jesus
had His authority from God.



• Authority comes either from God or man.  Jesus rightly put it to them that there
were only two choices.  Honest people recognize that God is the only authority.
Jesus had told the Pharisees, “Had you believed Moses, you would have
believed me, for he wrote of Me.”

•  These spiritual leaders only believed in their own authority, therefore, they
dropped the subject entirely.

C. How to Know Whether from Heaven or Men:
1. God made sure there would be no doubt about where things came from.  He sent

His Son to give the last word on the matter.  Anything after is not from heaven.
2.  The apostles were given full authority to spread Jesus’ teachings.  They didn’t

change a thing.  It is from heaven if it remains unchanged.
3. They wrote it down as Scripture.  The Bible remains that only source which is from

above.

Hebrews 1:1-2 -- God, after He spoke long ago to the fathers in the prophets in many
portions and many ways, in these last days has spoken to us in His Son, whom He appointed
heir of all things, through whom also He made the world.
Matthew 10:40 -- He who receives you [the apostles] receives Me, and he who receives Me
receives Him [God] who sent Me.
2 Timothy 3:16 -- All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for
correction, for training in righteousness.
Galatians 1:8-9 -- But even though we [apostles], or an angel from heaven, should preach to
you a gospel contrary to that which we have preached to you, let him be accursed.

D. What Difference Does It Make Anyway?:
1. Anyone preaching something else is broken off from the source of eternal life.
2. Anything other than the Scripture from heaven is empty and useless.
3. What is not from heaven, but from earth, will perish.
John 15:1-2 -- I am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser.  Every branch in Me that
does not bear fruit, He takes away;...
Matthew 15:9 -- But in vain do they worship Me, teaching as doctrines the precepts of men.
Colossians 2: 21-22 -- Do not handle, do not taste, do not touch! (which all refer to things
destined to perish with the using)   --   in  accordance  with  the commandments and teachings
of men.

E. Some Modern Applications:
1. Churches built along other lines from the heavenly pattern are unacceptable.
2. To suffer for anything else than true faith is a sad state indeed.  It buys you nothing.
3 .  To go by any other directives for salvation than what God has specifically

demanded leaves one condemned for eternity.

Matthew 16:18 -- And I [Jesus] also say to you that you are Peter, and upon this rock I
will build My church;...

Romans 16:16 --...All the churches of Christ greet you.
Acts 11:26 -- ...and the disciples were first called Christians in Antioch.

1 Peter 4:16 -- but if anyone suffers as a Christian, let him not feel ashamed, but in
that name let him glorify God.
1 Corinthians 1:12-13 -- Now I mean this, that each one of you is saying, “I am of
Paul,” and “I am of Apollos,” and “I of Cephas,” and “I of Christ.”  Has Christ been
divided?...

Mark 16:16 -- He who has believed and has been baptized shall be saved; but he who has
disbelieved shall be condemned.


