
FROM DRY BONES - LIFE
Ezekiel 37:1,3 -- The hand of the Lord was upon me, and He
brought me out by the Spirit of the Lord and set me down in the
middle of the valley; and it was full of bones... And He said to me,
“Son of man, can these bones live?” And I answered, “O Lord
God, Thou knowest.”

     

Introduction:
1. What the prophet sees in this macabre vision (Ezekiel 37:1-10) is a prophecy concerning

the future of Israel.  
2.  [Not to take anything away from God, since He has worked with bones and literal

resurrection before (See 2 Kings 13:20-21 and the bones of Elisha)].
3. But the imagery here is figurative, though its implication is quite literal, for it concerns

the future of Israel, God’s people, that is to say, those who are God’s people now.

A. The People of Dried Bones Then.
Ezekiel 37:11 -- Then He said to me,  “Son of man, these bones are the whole house of Israel;
behold, they say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope has perished.  We are completely cut
off...’”

1. Often God has to draw from the physical world to illustrate the state of man in the
spiritual world.

2. The Israelites had seen much war and had seen the battlefields littered with the
bones of the fallen - the vanquished left to the birds and ants and sun.

3. Our spiritual life can become as defeated, all life juices desiccated from the now
brittle corpse of the soul, the remains cast off to the side, no longer useful to God or
Satan.

Ezekiel 36:16-21  
1. Israel had come to such a state.  It had defiled its own land with its evil deeds,

trusting in the gods of this world, rather than the God of its fathers.
2. It had been scattered among the nations: the ten tribes by the Assyrian conquests,

and Judah by the Babylonians, not to mention the Egyptian harassments.
3. They had profaned God’s holy name among the nations, for God was their spiritual

life, and when He withdraws from a people they are left with nothing.
4. Yet in all the prophesies of dire consequences for Israel, there is always a ray of

hope.  Even when it seems that nothing can be done, as one would picture a
landscape littered with nothing but the dead, God can perform wonders.

Ezekiel 37:12,14 --“Therefore prophesy, and say to them, ‘Thus says the Lord God, “Behold,
I will open your graves and cause you to come up out of your graves, My people; and I will
bring you into the land of Israel... And I will put My Spirit within you, and you will come to
life, and I will place you on your own land. Then you will know that I, the Lord, have spoken
and done it,” declares the Lord.’”

Note:  The image of the figurative death of the people of God as a nation is pictured not
only here but in Isaiah 5:14 & 28:15,18.  Their resurrection as a nation is seen in the
language of Revelation 20:4-5.  

B. The Resurrected People Now
Hebrews 8:8-12 -- [Quoting Jeremiah 31:31-34] “Behold, days are coming, says the Lord,
when I will effect a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah; not like
the covenant which I made with their fathers... I will put My laws into their minds, and I will



write them upon their hearts.  And I will be their God; and they shall be my people.  And they
shall not teach everyone his fellow citizen, and everyone his brother, saying, ‘Know the Lord,’
for all shall know Me, from the least to the greatest of them.  For I will be merciful to their
iniquities, and I will remember their sins no more.”

1. As people, we have all entered upon the battlefield of life and have ended up a
vanquished race, defeated by sin. We have been swept off into captivity of sin until
our souls died of separation from God.  Yet another conqueror has come and
offered us a new deal, to buy us out of our sinful state and redeem us into eternal
life.

Hebrew 9:15 -- And for this reason He is the mediator of a new covenant, in order that
since a death has taken place for the redemption of the transgressions that were committed
under the first covenant, those who have been called may receive the promise of the eternal
inheritance.

2.  The kingdom of God has reappeared.  Emerging from centuries of captivity, the
promised Messiah, as in many mythical legends, has come to call all those who will
to follow Him into glory.

Mark 1:14-15 -- And after John had been taken into custody, Jesus came into Galilee,
preaching the gospel of God, and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is
at hand; repent and believe in the gospel.

3 .  Those who answer the call of God are to be spiritually resurrected.  This is
something marvelous.  No other peoples, once slaughtered on the field of dishonor,
have been given a second chance to come up out of the grave and to fight again. Yet
this is the very thing that Christ is offering us.  The reason He raised and healed
people physically during His ministry, was to show us He can also do it in the
spiritual realm as well.

John 11:23-25 -- Jesus said to her, “Your brother shall rise again.” Martha said to Him,
“I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.  Jesus said to her, “I am
the resurrection and the life; he who believes in Me shall live even if he dies,...”

4.  Believing, repenting, and being baptized is the answer to that call by which our
iniquities are mercifully forgiven us by God.

Acts 2:36-39 -- “Therefore let all the house of Israel know for certain that God has made
Him both Lord and Christ -- this Jesus whom you crucified.  Now when they heard this,
they were pierced to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, “Brethren,
what shall we do?”  And Peter said to them, “Repent, and let each of you be baptized in
the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins; and you shall receive the Gift of
the Holy Spirit.  For the promise is for you and your children, and for all who are far off, as
many as the Lord our God shall call to Himself.”

5. But there is a reason we failed in battle the first time.  We were not fitted with the
armor of God.  And we had not grown to the task, nor to the stature of the image of
Christ.  We did had not taken God’s law into the heart.  Now is the time to correct
that mistake.

Romans 8:29-30 -- For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to become conformed to
the image of His Son, that He might be the firstborn of many brethren; and whom He
predestined, these He also called; and whom He called, these He also justified; and whom
He justified, these He also glorified.

 


