
        A FOUNTAIN OPENED
Zechariah 13:1 --  In that day a fountain will
be opened for the house of David... for sin and
for impurity.

 

Introduction
1. Jesus the Christ, dying between two covenants (Hebrews 9:15), stands forth as the

central figure of the Bible.  Everything (what happened and what was written)
looked to His coming.  After His coming everything was the result of Him coming.

2. In prospect, the prophets portrayed Him as the longed-for Messiah.  In retrospect,
the New Testament writers revealed Him as our risen Lord who rules as High Priest,
Prophet and King.

3. Regardless of the direction from which we view it, the cross of Jesus is the great
climax in the stirring story of man’s quest for eternal happiness.  In it we see the
condescension of Divinity and the exhaltation of man, an act that makes history
meaningful (Romans 3:21-26).

4. The prophet Zechariah (13:1; 14:8-9) introduces us to the concept of a fountain
opened for sin.  Through him God was instructing the world that His Son would die
for sin.  This finds fulfillment in Christ (John 4:13-14; Revelations 1:5; 22:17). Since
many deny this, and the souls of all depend on it, it requires our study.

A. The Vicarious Atonement
1.  Modernists today deny that Christ could die for others.  Yet notice what the

Bible says:
 Isaiah 53:5 -- But He was pierced through for our transgressions, He was crushed for
our iniquities....
 1 Peter 1:18-19 -- Knowing that you were not redeemed with perishable things... but
with precious blood, as of a lamb unblemished and spotless, the blood of Christ.

2. Vicarious -- “Taking the place of another thing or person, substitute, one person
in the place of another” (Romans 5:8-11).

3. Atonement -- The means by which God shows mercy to sinners, i.e., through the
person and work of Jesus Christ, His death in vicarious sacrifice.
1 Peter 2:24  -- And He Himself bore our sins in His body on the cross, that we might
die to sin and live to righteousness; for by His wounds you were healed.

B. Opened at Death
1. There was no redemption until Christ died:

 Matthew 26:28 -- For this is My blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many
for forgiveness of sins.

2. The word “for” (Greek eis) is the same “for” in Acts 2:38, meaning “in order to
remit sins.”  Both passages look to the remission of sins; it is not because of the
remission of sins that blood was shed, or that one is baptized.  See also...
Colossians 1:14 -- In whom [baptized into] we have redemption, the forgiveness of
sins.

C. How the Blood is Contacted
1 Corinthians 5:7 -- ...For Christ our Passover also has been sacrificed.
1 .  Paul says that Christ as our Passover is sacrificed (Greek - slain) for us.

“Passover” (Greek - pascha) is an expiatory sacrifice, in this case Christ Himself.
 John 1:29 -- The next day he saw Jesus coming to him, and said, “Behold the Lamb of
God, who takes away the sin of the world.”



 
2. The method of sacrifice was Christ on the Cross.

 Ephesians 5:2 -- ...just as Christ also loved you, and gave Himself up for us, an
offering and a sacrifice to God as a fragrant aroma.
 Hebrews 9:22 -- And according to the Law, one may almost say, all things are
cleansed with blood, and without shedding of blood there is no forgiveness.

3. This was “for us.”  One reaches His blood by coming into Christ, into His body
(the Church).  The blood was shed for the church.
 Acts 20:28 -- ...to shepherd the church of God which He purchased with His own
blood.
 Ephesians 5:25,27 -- Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church
and gave Himself up for her;..  that He might present to Himself the church in all her
glory, having no spot or wrinkle or any such thing;  but that she should be holy and
blameless.

4 .  It therefore makes a difference what church you belong to. Only the church
spoken of in the Scriptures is blood bought.

5. Baptism into death (Romans 6:3-4), baptism into Christ (Galatians 3:27), and
baptism  into  the  Body (1 Corinthians 12:13),  are  all the same baptism (water)
and the one that brings one into contact with the blood of Christ.

D. Opened to All Nations
1. The “Limited Atonement” concept of Calvinism is that Christ died only “to save

particular persons who were given Him by the Father in eternity past.”  If you
have not been one of the chosen, Christ didn’t die for you, and there is no way
you can be saved.

2. However, the Scriptures stress that Christ died for all men.
 Acts 10:34-35 -- And opening his mouth, Peter said:  “I most certainly understand
now that God is not one to show partiality, but in every nation the man who fears Him
and does what is right, is welcome to Him.”
1 John 2:2 -- And He Himself is the propitiation for our sins; and not for ours only, but
also for those of the whole world.

E. How Do We Reach the Fount?
1. We are taught the truth.

 Zechariah 14:8 -- And it will come about in that day that living waters will flow out
of Jerusalem...
 John 4:10 -- Jesus answered and said to her, “If you knew the gift of God, and who it is
who says to you, ‘Give Me a drink,’ you would have asked Him, and He would have
given you living water.”
 John 7:38 -- “He who believes in Me, as the Scripture said, ‘From his innermost being
shall flow rivers of living water.’”
 Revelation 22:17 -- And the Spirit and the bride say, “Come.”  And let the one who
hears say, “Come.”  And let the one who wishes take the water of life without cost.

2. We are baptized, or buried with Christ (in the fount of Life).
 Colossians 2:11-12  -- And in Him you were also circumcised with a circumcision
made without hands, in the removal of the body of the flesh by the circumcision of
Christ; having been buried with Him in baptism, in which; you were also raised up
with Him through faith in the working of God, who raised Him from the dead.

3. The resultant effect is that we are a “New Creature.”
 2 Corinthians 5:17 -- Therefore if any man is in Christ [baptized - Gal. 3:27], he is a
new creature; the old things are passed away; behold, new things have come.


