
THE FORGIVENESS PROCESS
John 3:14-15 -- And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the
wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted up; that whoever
believes may in Him have eternal life.

Introduction
1. Forgiveness is one of the most unusual elements of the human mind.

It seems, as long as we are not directly affected by another’s actions,
society (and often we personally) is willing to forgive even the most heinous of crimes.
This we have dubbed it the “bleeding heart” syndrome.

2. However, if someone’s actions do affect us personally, even if it is a small slight, we
find it extremely hard to let go of our animosity toward that individual perpetrator.

3. We as Christians know that we are expected to forgive, but it is something we have to
be reminded as to why, to what extent, and to learn when we don’t have to.

A. Because the Lord Forgave Us
1. For those of us to find it hard to forgive, there are several primary reasons that we

should think about to help restructure our minds and hearts to forgive.
2. First of all, it is a command of God.
3. Second, Christ gave us an example through the Cross on forgiving our enemies.
4. Third, we forgive because God forgave us.

Ephesians 4:32 -- Be kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving each other, just as God in
Christ also has forgiven you.
Psalms 86:5 -- For Thou, Lord, art good, and ready to forgive.
Ephesians 1:7 -- In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of our
trespasses, according to the riches of His grace.
Colossians 3:13 -- ...bearing with one another, and forgiving each other, whoever has a
complaint against anyone, just as the Lord forgave you, so also should you.
1 John 1:9 -- If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

 

 B. Other Reasons to Forgive
1.  If those who have wronged us are moved by a proper sorrow to try to make

amends, it is best for all concerned to be there for them.  If they are never forgiven,
they will either be consumed with sorry, or be embittered toward us and correction.

2. It also behooves us to adopt a forgiving attitude or Satan will find fertile ground for
making us revengeful and emotionally unbalanced, not to mention unloving.

2 Corinthians 2:6-11 -- ...you should rather forgive and comfort, lest somehow such a one be
overwhelmed by excessive sorrow... put you to the test, whether you are obedient in all
things... in order that no advantage be taken of us by Satan; for we are not ignorant of his
schemes.
Matthew 18:21-22  -- ...Lord, how often shall my brother sin against me and I forgive him?
Up to seven times?  Jesus said to him [Peter], “...up to seventy times seven.”

3.  We must remember that the Father’s capacity to forgive us is predicated on our
capacity to forgive others.

4. Considering how much God has forgiven us, it is a small amount He is asking for in
return.  

Matthew 6:14 -- For if you forgive men for their transgressions, your heavenly Father will
also forgive you.  But if you do not forgive men, then your Father will not forgive your
transgressions.



Matthew 18:23-35 -- [Parable of a king and his slave who owed] And the lord of that slave
felt compassion and released him and forgave him the debt (v.27)...
So his fellow slave fell down and began to entreat him, saying, “Have patience with me and I
will repay you.”  He was unwilling however, but went and threw him in prison until he
should pay back what he owed (vv. 29-30).
And his lord, moved with anger, handed him over to the torturers until he should repay all
that was owed him.  So shall My heavenly Father also do to you, if each of you does not
forgive his brother from your heart (vv. 34-35)

C. Prerequisites and Conditions
1. All of this does not mean that we must blanket all wrong with forgiveness.  We take

our cue from how God proceeds with His forgiveness.
2. First, we should always be kind, hoping this response will lead others to follow our

example.
3. Yet, when someone does something wrong he should be made aware of the sin he

has committed, or it will be reinforced for him to do it again, even if it is just
laziness.

4. Your forgiveness of him for the wrong he has done you is predicated on his change
of heart and the evidence of his willingness to set things right, thus God always
demands evident deeds of repentance before He forgives.

5.  We must take a stand against someone doing error, but have a ready heart to
forgive them if they are properly sorrowful and moved to do what is right.

Romans 2:4 -- ...not knowing the kindness of God leads you to repentance?
Luke 17:3 -- Be on your guard!  If your brother sins, rebuke him; and if he repents, forgive
him.
2 Corinthians 7:9-10 -- ...you were made sorrowful to the point of repentance for you were
made sorrowful according to the will of God... for the sorrow that is according to the will of
God produces a repentance without regret, leading to salvation, but the sorrow of the world
produces death.
Acts 26:20 -- But kept declaring... that they should repent and turn to God, performing deeds
appropriate to repentance.

Luke 3:8 -- [John to the multitudes] Therefore bring forth fruit in keeping with
repentance...
[This was when they came to be baptized with a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness
of sins - v.3]

2 Thessalonians 3:6 -- ...keep aloof from every brother who leads an unruly life and not
according to the tradition which you received from us...
2 Thessalonians 3:14 -- And if anyone does not obey our instruction in this letter... do not
associate with him.
Matthew 18:15-17 -- If your brother sins go and reprove him in private; if he listens to you,
you have won your brother... if he refuses [after two or three witnesses and judgment by the
church] let him be to you as a Gentile and a tax-gatherer.

 

D. Conclusions
1. God requires that we forgive if we expect to be forgiven by Him.
2. Forgiveness, though, is not mandatory without certain evidence of repentance seen

in the one who is to be forgiven, or else evil will never get corrected.
3. What God expects from us is a willing attitude to forgive if the person who has

wronged us is trying to make things right.  This is the significance of turning the
other cheek.  Always ready to forgive.

4. To let people bully us, though, is not good for us or them.  The loving response is
always to get the best possible reaction from people.  Sometimes this requires us to
submit to abuse.  Sometimes this requires us to administer discipline.  When
repentance comes and we forgive we have gained our brother.  When wrong becomes
aggressive we are not to overlook it, but are required to deal with it.  


