
Fellowship

Acts 2:42 -- And they were continually devoting themselves to the apostles’
teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.

Introduction
1. “Neither had any of them anything of their own, but they regarded all that they had as

common property...” This may seem to be from Acts 4:32, but it is in actuality from
Critias, 110 by Plato. The word “fellowship” had two main meanings among the Greeks:

2. Fellowship was used of the mutual work, or participation of life, of both man and the
gods.

3. Fellowship was also the golden age concept, or ideal of a society, where men worked
equally together in a sense of brotherhood and shared all things in common. It was more
communal, though, than the Christian concept, but close enough to be used by God for
the Scriptures.

A. What Do Christians Share?
1. Usually when denominations think of fellowship they think of coffee and donuts or

recreational activities.  The Biblical perspective, rather, puts it as a common sharing
of work.  It is sometimes between men and men, and sometimes between men and
God.

2. Christians, as the body of Christ, need to think more along the lines of working
together on projects for the service of God.  We need to learn to coordinate with each
other, but especially with Jesus as the Head.

3. The action of fellowship is what made the church strong and the church grow in the
first century.  We are not individuals, but part of a unit, part of a body, part of an
army.  We need to mentor each other and work along side of each other to promote
the growth necessary in ourselves, and the kingdom.

   

Philippians 1:3-5 -- I thank my God in all my remembrance of you, always offering
prayer with joy in my every prayer for you all, in view of your participation in the gospel
from the first day until now.

Colossians 4:11 -- And also Jesus who is called Justus; these are the only fellow
workers for the kingdom of God who are from the circumcision; and they have proved to
be an encouragement to me.
Philippians 4:3 -- Indeed, true  comrade, I ask you also to help these women who have
shared my struggle in the cause of the gospel, together with Clement also, and the rest
of my fellow workers, whose names are in the book of life.

Romans 16:7 -- Greet Andronicus and Junias, my kinsmen, and my fellow prisoners, who
are outstanding among the apostles, who also were in Christ before me.

Philemon 23 -- Epaphras, my fellow prisoner in Christ Jesus, greets you.
Colossians 4:7 -- As to all my affairs, Tychicus, our  beloved  brother  and faithful servant
and fellow bond-servant in the Lord, will bring you information.
Philippians 2:25 -- But I thought it necessary to send to you Epaphroditus, my brother
and fellow worker and fellow soldier, who is also your messenger and minister to my need.
Ephesians 2:19 -- So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow
citizens with the saints, and are of God’s household.
Ephesians 3:6  -- to be specific, that the Gentiles are fellow heirs and fellow members of the
body, and fellow partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel.



B. How Do Christians Work With God?
1. Most of working with God is learning to take direction, but it is also turning to Him

in prayer for strength, for opportunity, for example and for protection.
2. God has a hand in all things and we can be a part of that if we allow God to work

through us.
3. He has entrusted us with many things, and expects us to be good stewards, but He

does not leave us alone to carry things out. Jesus said He was yoked with us, which
means, more of His shoulder gets into it than ours. We can be thankful for that.

2 Corinthians 6:1 -- And working together with Him, we also urge you not to receive the
grace of God in vain.

1 John 1:5 -- If we say that we have fellowship with Him and yet walk in darkness, we
lie and do not practice the truth.

Philippians 3:10 -- That I may know Him, and the power of His resurrection, and the
fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death.

Romans 8:17 -- And if children, heirs also, heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, if
indeed we suffer with Him in order that we may also be glorified with Him.

John 15:11 -- These things I have spoken to you, that My joy may be in you, and that
your joy may be made full.
John 15:4 -- Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it
abides in the vine, so neither can you, unless you abide in Me.
Ephesians 1:3 -- Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed
us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ.
1 Corinthians 10:16  -- Is not the cup of blessing which we bless a sharing in the blood of
Christ?  Is not the bread which we break a sharing in the body of Christ?

C. Examples for Application
1. The Bible gives us many examples of how to work with

others in all aspects of a work.  
2. We do not all have to do the same thing as others do,

we do not have to do the same thing ourselves.  
3. One can plant and another water, as Paul worked with

Apollos.  
4. We can work side by side, or in support positions.
5. We can contribute of our means, working at our jobs to

provide the means for others.
6. We can send letters of encouragement, or support with

information and research.  
7. We can share other’s suffering.

3 John 6-8 -- And they bear witness to your love before the church; and you will do well to send
them on their way in a manner worthy of God.  For they went out for the sake of the Name,
accepting nothing from the Gentiles.  Therefore we ought to support such men, that we may be
fellow workers with the truth.
1 Thessalonians 3:2 -- And we sent Timothy, our brother and God’s fellow worker in the
gospel of Christ, to strengthen and encourage you as to your faith.
Romans 15:26 -- For Macedonia and Achaia have been pleased to make a contribution for the
poor among the saints in Jerusalem.
1 Peter 2:21 -- For you have been called for this purpose, since Christ also suffered for you,
leaving you an example for you to follow in His steps.



 A. What Do Christians Share?
1.  The work of the gospel
2.  Prison - Reprisal
3.  Bond - Service
4.  Soldiering
5.  Citizenship
6.  Inheritance

 B. How Do We Participate With God?
1.  Work with in the Word
2.  Sufferings
3.  Joy
4.  Bearing fruit
5.  Blessings of Lord’s Supper


