
                                 

                     A FAMILY FOR THE LORD
Ephesians 3:14-15 -- ...I bow My knees before the Father, from
whom every family in heaven and on earth derives its name.

Introduction
1. The word family has a beautiful sound and brings joy to the heart; however, some of

this joy dissipates when we recognize that so many families are filled with
heartaches, hatred, and tears.  What makes the difference?

2. It is not because the concept of the family breaks down, but because many fail to
apply God’s concept of the family.  God has laid down principles to help the family
and to make it a happy one.  

3. When these principles are ignored, homes fail. However, when these God-given
principles are followed, the product is a family for the Lord.

A. There Must Be Good Influence
1 .  Before a family can be labeled a “family for the Lord,” both parents must

recognize the power of influence, and how through influence a family either goes
right or wrong.

2. Most parents can see how they influence their children from week to week. Paul
was teaching this principle when he wrote the following passage:
 Romans 14:7 -- For not one of us lives for himself, and not one dies for himself.

3. Therefore, if you desire to have a family for the Lord, you should ask:  “How
faithful do I want my children to be to the church?  How much interest do I want
them to have in Christianity when they grow up?” The answers to these
questions will be determined by your influence now! How faithful are you (as
parents) to the Lord and His church?
 1 Corinthians 15:58 -- Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable,
always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your toil is not in vain in the
Lord.

4. “Influence never dies; every act, emotion, look and word makes influence tell for
good or evil, happiness or woe, through the long future of eternity. The life of a
faithful Christian is a guide to Paradise.” -- Thos. Kempis

B. There Must Be True Worship
1. A family for the Lord is concerned about worship.  This is our link with God in a

world given over to sin.  Those that leave worship to God out of their lives
cannot have a family for God.  There are two very important places for family
worship.

2. In the home:  Although it is natural to think about public assembly when one
thinks about worship, and it is vitally important, the true foundation for worship
is in the home.  When the Lord blesses our home with little ones, we have a
responsibility to keep God always before them.

3. A child learns to know God and to worship Him by observing his parents.  Those
that pretend to know God for the sake of their children will be shocked to learn
that their children know the truth about them.  Just as true love and adoration for
God cannot be hidden, neither can the role of a hypocrite.

4. The father that sends his children to worship with the hope that they will learn
to truly love God, even though he himself has no interest, is deceived.  However,
when God is real to the father, He will be real to the children.
 Proverbs 22:6 -- Train up a child in the way he should go, even when he is old he will
not depart from it.
 



 
5. It is wondered just how many parents are conscientiously rearing their children

for the Lord.  The Old Testament tells of Hannah who promised God that if He
would give her a son she would give him back.  She kept her promise (1 Samuel
1:28).  He became one of the greatest of the judges.  This faithful mother must
have lived before God daily.  The price tag has not been reduced, for if we want
our children to be true worshippers, we must show them by our lives at home.

6. In the place of worship:  Once the foundation has been firmly laid at home, it
will be easier to teach them how to honor God at the assembly.  Parents should
not wait until the service begins to prepare for worship.  As the day of worship
gets closer, our children should be reminded of the importance of the occasion.
Here again, our attitude at home is carried into the public assembly.  If our
children are made to feel that we do not want to go, and if we criticize the church
and all related to it, they will be difficult to control.
 John 4:24 -- God is spirit, and those who worship must worship in spirit and truth.

7. Many of our children are lost to the church, mainly because they are never taught
the proper respect for worship.  In the words of Carlyle:  “What greater calamity
can fall upon a nation than the loss of worship?”  It is the same for the family.
 Leviticus 23:36 --  ...on the eighth day you shall have a holy convocation and present
an offering by fire to the Lord; it is an assembly...
Zechariah 2:13 -- Be silent, all flesh,  before the Lord;  for He is aroused from His holy
habitation.

C. There Must Be True Love
1. Love is the beautiful wrapping that encloses all other virtues in a family.  Since

God Himself is love (1 John 4:8), how could a family be designated as a family
for the Lord without it?  When we as parents show love to our children, we also
teach and enforce the characteristics of love.  What are some of the things that
we teach our children when we teach them love?

2. Love will share: Love teaches the balance between the importance of self and
sharing.  If children are to mature they need to learn to be less possessive.
 Luke 19:8 -- And Zaccheus stopped and said to the Lord, “Behold, Lord, half of my
possessions I will give to the poor, and if I have defrauded anyone of anything, I will
give back four times as much.”
 John 15:13 -- Greater love has no one than this, that one lay down his life for his
friends.

3. Love has good manners:  Love provides the proper environment for all other
great attributes of life to grow and bear fruit.  Good manners are nothing more
than a consideration for others.  If children are taught not to envy, not to boast or
be full of pride, and not to be rude, nor self-seeking or easily angered, they will
instinctively have good manners.
 Romans 13:10 -- Love does no wrong to a neighbor; love therefore is the fulfillment of
the law.
 1 Timothy 3:15 -- ...I write so that you may know how one ought to conduct himself
in the household of God, which is the church of the living God...

4.  Love is unselfish:  For some reason, children will often show less selfishness
outside the family than in it.  Therefore do not be too disappointed if at times we
feel that love has failed.  Love is a positive virtue and it stays alive and strong
even when buried among childish ways.
 Philippians 2:3 -- Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of
mind let each of you regard one another as more important than himself.

5. A man once parked his car on the street.  Up came a boy and looked it over.  His
eyes were wide with admiration of the beautiful vehicle.  “Where did you get this
car?” he asked. “My brother gave it to me,” replied the man. “My, I wish...” The
man knew the boy was wishing that he had a new car like that.  But the lad went
on and finished the sentence surprisingly: “I wish I could be a brother like your
brother was.  I have a crippled brother who cannot get out.  I would buy him a
car like this.” Love is unselfish!


