
   

                        FAITH HEALERS
2 Thessalonians 2:9 -- ...one whose coming is in accord with
the activity of Satan, with all power and signs and false wonders

Introduction
1. There is a long list of people known to this past century as “Faith Healers.”

Currently you can see on television Benny Hinn, Oral Roberts, Pat Robertson, Ernest
Angley, and there are others around like Leroy Jenkins, David Epley, Father Ralph
DiOrio, Peter Popoff, W.V. Grant, plus a historical line that can be traced through
Kathryn Kuhlman, A. A. Allen, William Branham, and Aimee Semple McPherson.
They all have two things in common.  They claim to perform miraculous healings and
they are all frauds.

2. Under the guise of religion they are often protected from the law, though some have
been investigated by the FBI and gone to prison, and in their endeavor to fleece the
rich and poor alike from their money, they have lead many astray from the truth of
the gospel and caused many to die in the process.

3. Their followers are in the millions, their income is staggering, and there are powerful
churches guided by them who will try to ruin you by any means possible if you stand
in their way or try to expose them.   One individual recently even ran for President of
the United States.

A. The Characteristics Common to Faith Healers?
There are five characteristics common to most Faith Healers that help them appeal
to the masses.  In fact, to such an extent, even when exposed as the frauds they are,
a great majority of people will still follow them, in spite of the truth.

1. They all provide hope.  They cater to those with physical infirmities.  Whenever
individuals have exhausted all medical possibilities for improvement, they are
often the only place to turn to... and they offer a miraculous cure from God.  

2. They always give God the glory.  They never attribute the healings to themselves,
but give the credit to God (although they seem to wind up with the money).  This
makes them appear very humble in the eyes of their followers.

3. They often remind people of their own humble beginnings (whether fictitious or
non-).  This implies that if God can do so much for the healer then surely He can
spare a little mercy to heal the believer.

4. They always have someone who will give their own personal testimony.  (A
psychology teacher once told me that product commercials use personal
testimonies because they dare not use the statistics.)  It is hard not to believe
when bombarded by positive accounts, and most audiences do not possess the
critical thinking skills to question what is going on.  Hume the philosopher once
explained, “If the spirit of religion joins itself to the love of wonder, there is an
end of common sense.” Personal testimonies also seem to become embellished.

5. They all reference the Bible.  Since most of the audience already believes that the
Bible is the inspired word of God, even a passage only remotely related to
healing can be successfully employed.  Face it, how many people actually know
how to study the Scriptures?

B. How Do They Do That? - Up to Old Tricks
How real miracles worked we will discuss briefly.  For now, the question: “How are
the Faith Healers able to fake such marvelous healings?”



1. The nature of the Faith Healer himself is part of it.  They are, by all definitions,
charismatic.  This means that they are good looking (usually), good commun-
icators with “vocal force”, “rapid delivery”, and “nonverbal qualities”.  They are
fun to listen to and watch, entertaining, and experts in showmanship.  

2. What they do is perform, what McCarron describes as, “contingency” miracles.
That means that they are only miracles because the believer interprets them to be
so.  They are not miracles by Biblical guidelines.  As an example, because your
headache goes away after three hours following prayer or a healing does not
mean it was a miracle.  Providence and natural processes are often overlooked.

3. Natural healing can explain much of what goes on.  Wounds, broken bones, and
infections often respond to the body’s self-healing processes.  75% of all patients
will improve if they receive no medical help at all.  Even certain types of cancers
often undergo “spontaneous remission.”

4 .  Many times, individuals coming into a faith healer’s assembly, have been
misdiagnosed.  Nickell cites an example of a woman who supposedly had an
inoperable tumor, but it turned out that the dark spots on the CT scan were
process imperfections.  Add to this the non-verbal communication of implied
healings.  Healers, like Benny Hinn, adorn their stages with empty wheel chairs
and abandoned crutches, whether they were actually used or not.  These all
imply healings.

5. Any number of illnesses are “highly responsive to the power of suggestion.”
Known “psychosomatic” illnesses range from back pains to hysterical blindness.
If worries and stress can exacerbate ailments, faith and a positive attitude can
enhance the natural healing processes.  Pain is also susceptible to suggestion.
During the excitement of a revival, endorphins can be released to alleviate pain,
but this does not mean the believer is healed.  Follow up investigations have
shown the people to be just as bad, or worse.

6. Every disease has a natural variability; it has “ups and downs” and goes
through stages of increase and retreat (Emil J. Freireich, M.D.). If the condition
improves, the faith healer is said to be effective. If the disease stays the same, the
healer was consulted just in time, but needs more application (and money). If the
condition worsens, the believer didn’t have enough faith or “God works in
mysterious ways.”  If the person dies, then the healer was consulted too late. In
any case, the healer can never be proven to be a fraud to the non-skeptic.

C. Passages to Re-Interpret
Hebrew 13:8 -- Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today, yes and forever.
1. This passage is probably quoted more than any other to prove that miracles are

still happening today as they did in the first century.  Yet the verse itself says
nothing about healing, nor does the context in which it resides.

2.  The context does not refer to Jesus’ method of operation, but rather to His
character.  Note that verses 5 and 6 refer to this very thing.  “I will never desert
you, nor will I ever forsake you,” and “The Lord is my helper, I will not be afraid.
What shall man do to me?”  

3. If this verse were referring to His performance of miracles, then there should be a
record in the Old Testament of His walking among the masses, curing them, and
teaching them (however see Hebrews 1:1-2), and He  should  still  be  doing  that
same thing in the same way today.

Mark 16:17 -- And these signs will accompany those who have believed:  in My name they
will cast out demons, they will speak with new tongues.

1. Faith Healers will also do some demon casting out and tongue speaking.  It is
interesting that if you point out that they should be baptizing also, according to
verse 16, the passage may come into suspect as not really belonging in the Bible,
or it is the baptism of the Holy Spirit that is being referred to.



2. Also, the following verse (18) is often overlooked.  Few, if any, Faith Healers will
drink Draino or pick up a Mojave Green rattlesnake.  If the “healers” do not do
these things because they do not want to “test” God, then the signs are not
following them, so what’s the point.

D. More Background
1. As recently as 1997, the Pew Research Center reported that 71% of those polled

said that they believe in God and 68% believe in miracles.  This is comparable to
an earlier 1990s Gallup Poll that showed 8 out of every 10 Americans believe in
miracles. A 1962 Gallup Poll showed that approximately 20 million Americans
reported that they have had a “moment of sudden religious insight or
awakening.”

2. In is no wonder then, that within this massive pool of spiritual yearning people,
there is a ready crop of millions ready for the pretender to the miraculous.  Or to
paraphrase W.C. Fields, “There is a seeker born every minute.”

3. In the parable of the Sower, these are probably the seed that falls either on rocky
soil or among the tares and are immediately taken away or choked by the devil.
People who yearn for the spiritual, but approach it with untrained minds and
unbridled emotions, having been given just a hint of the true power of God, are
ripe for the picking.  These are souls precious to God that need to be reached
early and trained properly to handle the Lord’s truth  before Satan and his Faith
Healers can get to them with their false and lying wonders.

E. Characteristics Common to Believers of the Strange
A proper type of faith is one that can be described as “hypotheses based upon
evidence.”  Like stepping off of a curb to cross with a traffic light.  The assumption
that the light will remain green until the other side is reached is based on long
experience and knowledge of general intent.  Its beauty is based on that it is subject
to revision and/or retraction upon the presentation of contrary evidence.  It is an
open-minded scientific and proper Christian type of faith. The types of faith
exhibited by those who believe in faith healers are as follows.

1. “Intransigent faith”, so called by philosopher Paul Kurtz, is the kind of faith that
will not be affected by any sort of contrary evidence, no matter how strong.  An
example of this type of faith is explained by television producer Gerry Straub
who wrote the book Salvation for Sale.  In his opinion, “I am convinced that if Pat
Robertson or any other of television’s faith-healers were proven to be pranksters
and frauds, the vast majority of their staff and viewers would not drop their
belief in the minister’s healing power or weaken their faith in God.”

2. The second type of faith was called by philosopher William James “the will to
believe.”  It is the “willful belief... where there is insufficient or no evidence either
way to make a rational choice” (Kurtz).  It is the decision to believe even though
the reasons for doing so are not logical.  Rather it is the choice to believe because
it is more comfortable, more socially advantageous, or simply easier to choose to
believe.  This is also the kind of individual who goes along with a certain political
party only because their family always has.

F. How Real Miracles Differ from the Faith Healers
1. Biblical miracles always involved a violation of the laws of nature.  The

conception of Isaac to Sarah happened beyond the time of her ability to do so.
The virgin birth of Christ was something the world had never seen, even as an
accident or rarity.  The natural birth of a baby is only erroneously labeled a
miracle in these times.

2. Biblical miracles are always immediate.  There was no waiting period for the
person to be healed.  The leper (Matthew 8), the blind (Matthew 9), the palsied
(Mark 2) are all cured instantly.  The terms “straightway” and “immediately”



are employ consistently in the New Testament (Matt. 8:3; Mark 2:12; Luke 4:39;
Acts 3:7).  No current or past faith healer has ever matched this.

3. Biblical miracles are always complete.  The withered hand (Matthew 12:13) is
“restored whole.”  The lame man (Acts 4:9) was made “whole.” William Nolen
records how some in Kathryn Kuhlman’s audiences had to go back to their
medicines or medical apparatuses after their healings, or died shortly after.

4. Biblical miracles could be verified with one’s own eyes.  The crowd could see
an “organic change” in the individual healed.  The widow’s son was pronounced
dead (Luke 7:11-17) and then raised.  Jesus caused a blind man to see (John 19)
who everyone knew was blind from his birth (not a ringer brought in to a healing
service).  Malchus’ ear was put back on his head (John 18:2-12).  Today the non-
provable are healed: the weak eyes, back problems, poor blood circulation,
arthritis, diabetes, and the healing of addiction to alcohol, cigarettes, and drugs.

5. Biblical miracles (often termed signs and wonders) caused astonishment (Mark
2:12; 5:42; Acts 3:8-10) to those who witnessed them, even the skeptics
(Matthew 12:22ff).  The Jews did not deny them, so they tried to attribute them
to the Devil.  Yet Simon, a conjurer of false wonders, knew the real thing when he
saw it (Acts 8:13), and when the magicians of Egypt saw what Moses did they
admitted to Pharaoh that it was the “finger of God” (Exodus 8:19).  With
present day miracle-workers they are constantly challenged by men such as
Houdini or the Amazing Randi to do something they cannot themselves easily
reproduce and they either refuse or fail.

6. Biblical miracles were unlimited in scope.  Paul’s handkerchiefs (Acts 19:11-
12), Peter and John’s shadow (Acts 5:15-16), others touching Jesus (Matthew
9:20-22), restored sunken eye holes, withered hands made whole, healed from a
distance (Matt. 8:8-13), raised from the dead (Jairus’ daughter - Luke 8:49-52).
Many did not have faith.  Never has someone pronounced dead today been
raised.  In fact, one woman actually died during Ernest Angley’s 1978 New
Year’s Day healing service.

7. Biblical miracles generally occurred, ironically, without faith on the part of the
recipient (John 5:13).   Obviously, those who were not alive could not have faith.
Yet today it is a prerequisite and excuse for modern healing.

8. Biblical miracles were not staged.  Today, the healer needs a facility and a
stage, like a magician, with ringers (planted people) in the audience to come up
and pretend to be healed.  They do not walk through a hospital, old folks home,
or graveyard, nor do they walk in open streets and heal as the sick approach.

G. Some More Passages to Re-Interpret
1 Peter 2:24-25 (Isaiah 53:5)  -- And He Himself bore our sins in His body on the cross,
that we might die to sin and live to righteousness; for by His wounds you were healed.  For
you were continually straying like sheep, but now you have returned to the Shepherd and
Guardian of your souls.

1. Faith healers believe that this passage teaches that Christ’s death on the cross
not only assured spiritual atonement but gave physical healing as well: “By His
stripes you are healed.”  However, the context in Isaiah specifically says that He
was “wounded for our transgressions” and “bruised for our iniquities.” Even the
1 Peter context says He died that we “might die to sin and live to righteousness.”
No physical healing is indicated at all.

2. In Isaiah, the Hebrew word for “healed” is raphah, which is commonly agreed to
mean spiritual and not physical healing by the scholars. Also, if healing and
atonement are accessed in the same way, then if one does not have enough faith
to be healed, he also does not have enough faith to be saved.  What faith healer
today will agree to this, or even put themselves to the test by Mark 16:17-18 to
see if their own faith is great enough to insure their salvation?


