
Applying All Diligence
2 Peter 1:4-5 -- For by these He has granted to us His precious and magnificent
promises, in order that by them you might become partakers of the divine nature,
having escaped the corruption that is in the world by lust. Now for this very
reason also, applying all diligence, in your faith...

Introduction
1 .  Someone once described the conventional Christian experience as “an initial spasm

followed by a chronic inertia.”
2. No one sets out in life to become a drunken bum or a homeless derelict, or to wreck their

marriage or cause their family to become dysfunctional. They just drift into a ruined life.
3.  What God demands of those who would truly experience the riches of His grace is a

zealous, living, vibrant, working, active dependence on and cooperation with Him in the
ordering of their lives.

4. If we are ever to take on the divine nature and not sink to the level of mere men, or even
demons, we must apply all diligence to our faith.

A. The Danger of Drifting
Hebrews 2:1 -- For this reason we must pay much closer attention to what we have heard, lest we
drift away from it.
1. A Christian personality can never be accidentally formed in any person.  No one drifts

into a life of holiness.
2. But do you know what driftwood is?  Broken and shattered planks and timbers the

tide casts upon the shore.  Bits of noble vessels gone to pieces.  The world is full of
human driftwood, noble lives gone to wreck and ruin.
Luke 15:13-17 -- And not many days later, the younger son gathered everything together
and went on a journey into a distant country, and there he squandered his estate on loose
living... but when he came to his senses, he said, “How many of my father’s hired men have
more than enough bread, but I am dying here with hunger?”
Proverbs 10:4 -- Poor is he who works with a negligent hand, but the hand of the diligent
makes rich.
Proverbs 12:24 -- The hand of the diligent will rule, but the slack hand will be put to forced
labor.
Proverbs 3:21 -- My son, let them not depart  [only other use of drift] from your sight; keep
sound wisdom and discretion.

B. Living with a Purpose
Diligence (spoude) Defined: earnestness; earnest application; earnestness in accomplishing,
promoting, or striving after anything; bringing in all zeal or effort.
Hebrews 6:11-12 -- And we desire that each one of you show the same diligence so as to realize
the full assurance of hope until the end, that you may not be sluggish, but imitators of those who
through faith and patience inherit the promises.
2 Timothy 2:15 -- Be diligent to present yourself approved to God as a workman who does not
need to be ashamed, handling accurately the word of truth.
1. In medical transcription the doctor begins by saying that a patient presented himself

and his trouble.
2. In a court setting an ambassador is presented into the presence of an emperor or king.
3. We present ourselves before God with what we are.  It begins as worthy handlers of His

truth, doing a job we are not ashamed of.
4. It carries over into our actions and our goals.  Someone once said, “Never judge anyone

until you discover what he would like to be, as well as what he is.”
Luke 13:24 -- Strive to enter by the narrow door; for many, I tell you, will seek to enter and
will not be able.

5. The word for “strive” (agonizomai) is most striking.  It literally means, “to agonize.”



6. The Christian is to be so intent in his submission to the will of God that he will agonize
to reach his heavenly goal.
1 Timothy 4:7 -- But have nothing to do with worldly fables fit only for old women. On the
other hand, discipline yourself for the purpose of godliness...

7. The word for “discipline” is gumnazo, “to exercise.”  
8. From the strenuous efforts of an athlete in the gymnasium as he trains for victory in the

Greek games.
9. We strain not only for our selves but also for the sake of others...

Colossians 1:28-29 -- And we proclaim Him, admonishing every man and teaching every
man with all wisdom, that we may present every man complete in Christ. And for this
purpose also I labor, striving according to His power, which mightily works within me.

C. Christ as Our Example
1. From the earliest part of what we know of Jesus’ life we find He was at His Father’s

business.
2. Life itself for the Lord was consuming all that He could know about the nature of God

and what God’s will would be for Him.
Luke 2:49 -- And He said to them, “Why is it that you were looking for Me?  Did you not
know that I had to be in My Father’s house?
John 4:34 -- And Jesus said to them, “My food is to do the will of Him who sent Me, and to
accomplish His work.”

3. At the beginning of His ministry, He is found not only pursuing God’s will, but doing it
with zest.

4. From the first of His life to the very last He is diligent to please the Father in all things,
differing always to God’s will.
John 2:17 -- His disciples remembered that it was written, “Zeal for Thy house will consume
Me.”
John 8:28-29 -- Jesus therefore said, “When you lift up the Son of Man, then you will know
that I am He, and I do nothing on My own initiative, but I speak these things as the Father
taught Me.  And He who sent Me is with Me; He has not left Me alone, for I always do the
things that are pleasing to Him.”

5. In the end, He could with confidence look at His life and know that He had done all
that He could.

6. Because of His diligent effort, His perfection was fit to be an example to all for all
time, to teach all that was necessary, and to be perfect and the source of eternal life.
John 17:4 -- I glorified Thee on the earth, having accomplished the work which Thou hast
given Me to do.
Hebrews 5:8-9 -- Although He was a son, He learned obedience from the things which He
suffered.  And having been made perfect, He became to all those who obey Him the source of
eternal salvation.


