
Depending On the Lord
Psalms 29:10-11 – The Lord sat as King at the flood; yes, the Lord sits as King
forever. The Lord will give strength to His people; the Lord will bless His people
with peace.
Introduction:
1. Have you ever said, “God give me strength”? This is a critical necessity

for those who belong to Alcoholics Anonymous.
2. It is also a vital endeavor for those who face the world as Christians.
3. More than accepting it as an expression, we will seek to learn what it means to depend on

the Lord and to turn to Him for all our needs.
A. Message & Application

Psalms 27:1-14 -- [Possible Background: 2 Samuel 15-17; War with Absalom]
1.  Light and Salvation (v.1)

• David begins his psalm of fearless trust in the Lord by saying, that God is his light
to show him the way he must go.  

•  And if by any chance his enemies might be lying in wait for him, the Lord will
rescue him from their traps.

• Especially in this situation where David is at war with his own son, a young man
determined to usurp the kingdom from his father, and stop at nothing to do it.

Psalms 37:35-40 -- ...But the salvation of the righteous is from the Lord; He is their strength
in time of trouble...

2.  Defense of life (v.1)
• Further, David says that the Lord is his life’s defense.  Like a mighty walled city,

God encompasses him offering protection, aid, and sustenance, probably in many
ways not even dreamed of.

• The Lord has inexhaustible resources and ways to look out for those who are His,
from calling upon the forces of nature to sending strong delusions into the minds of
the enemy.

3.  Cause enemies to stumble (v.2)
• A whisper from a friend, a comment from a counselor, a look from a passerby, a

dream, a vision, a moving shadow or mighty wind; all are at God’s disposal to
confound men in their evil designs.

• In countless ways it is easy for the Lord to lash out at those who stand opposed to
His chosen.

2 Samuel 17:14 -- Then Absalom and all the men of Israel said, “The counsel of Hushai the
Archite is better than the counsel of Ahithophel.”  For the Lord had ordained to thwart the
good counsel of Ahithophel, in order that the Lord might bring calamity on Absalom.

4.  Seek to dwell in house of the Lord (ask persistently) (v.4)
• Upper most in David’s longing (and should be ours as well), was the seeking to

dwell in the presence (house) of God.
• To be in God’s presence should be uppermost in our thinking as well. Truly, when it

comes down to it, this is the only thing worthy of our full attention as well as our
full intention.

2 Samuel 15:24-25 -- Now behold, Zadok also came, and all the Levites with him carrying
the ark of the covenant of God.  And they set down the ark of God, and Abiathar came up
until all the people had finished passing from the city.  And the king said to Zadok, “Return
the ark of God to the city.  If I find favor in the sight of the Lord, then He will bring me back
again, and show me both it and His habitation.



5.  Meditate in temple (v.4)
• Wherever there is truth and beauty, there is the Lord.  David desired to see nothing

else but.  He longed to meditate (inquire) of God what were the depths of His
wisdom, to dwell in the temple of God’s insightful truth.

• In verse 5, David proclaims the temple of God is a place of concealment, that there
are secret places where one can be hid.  That the Lord is capable of placing him
upon a rock, safe from those that would try to murder him.

Ephesians 3:16-17 -- That He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be
strengthened with power through His Spirit in the inner man; so that Christ may dwell in
your hearts through faith;...

6.  Offer sacrifices (v.6)
• David further states that God will lift his head that he may look down upon his

adversaries.
• When one offers praise and singing and the sacrifice of their life in moral service to

the Lord, joyfully, He will reward in kind.
Hebrews 13:15-16 -- Through Him then, let us continually offer up a sacrifice of praise to
God, that is, the fruit of lips that give thanks to His name.  And do not neglect doing good
and sharing; for with such sacrifices God is pleased.

7.  Seek His face (v.8) as He has been a helper (v.9)
• David had, for the most part, tried to face God with an honest life.  To be able to

look into the face of the Lord without flinching in shame is a blessing in itself.
• It is only this way that one will dare to ask of God anything and expect to be

heard.  Expecting God to listen and to act; neither abandoning nor forsaking Him.
Psalms 105:4 -- Seek the Lord and His strength; seek His face continually.

8.  Be taught in His way (v.11)
• Of course, no man can know the ways of God unless he honestly inquires.
• For such meek and humble-hearted people the Lord will patiently teach and lead,

and do so with power.
1 Thessalonians 1:5 -- For our gospel did not come to you in word only, but also in power
and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction; just as you know what kind of men we proved
to be among you for your sake.
Philippians 4:11-13 -- Not that I speak from want; for I have learned to be content in
whatever circumstances I am.... I have learned the secret of being filled and going hungry,
both of having abundance and suffering need.  I can do all things through Him who
strengthens me.

9.  Thwarts desires of enemies (against false witness & violence) (v.12)
• It is noticeable that honest and good men will first seek to know the truth and be

willing to talk out differences.
• In the life of David and the Lord, evil men sought rather to bring in lies to cover the

truth and to resort to violence when due process failed.
• Even in such circumstances, God can deliver one from his adversaries and bring to

light that which is right.
2 Samuel 15:3 - Then Absalom would say to him, “See, your claims are good and right, but
no man listens to you on the part of the king.”
2 Samuel 16:7-8 - And thus Shimei [a man of the family of Saul] said when he cursed,...
“The Lord has returned upon you all the bloodshed of the house of Saul, in whose place you
have reigned; and the Lord has given the kingdom into the hand of your son Absalom.  And
behold, you are taken in your own evil, for you are a man of bloodshed!”

10. Believe see goodness of the Lord  (v.13)
• The goodness of God is always all about, if one but look for it.  



• The Lord will always provide for those who are righteous.  He promises to take
care of all of His creation, but He especially looks after His own.

• David said that he would have despaired, but his faith in God let him see that the
Lord was about and ready to help.

2 Corinthians 12:9-10 -- And He has said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for power is
perfected in weakness.” Most gladly, therefore, I will rather boast about my weaknesses, that
the power of Christ may dwell in me.  Therefore I am well content with weaknesses, with
insults, with distresses, with persecutions, with difficulties, for Christ’s sake; for when I am
weak, then I am strong.

11. Wait for the Lord (v.14)
• When one has a proper faith in God, and knows that the Almighty is looking out

for him, then he will patiently wait for the Lord to either provide or protect, as He
sees fit, in His own time and in His own way.

•  Too often we see in the Old Testament the children of God knowing God’s
promises and yet not waiting for God to fulfill them.  Abraham is described as a
man of faith because he had started to make God’s prophecy of his seed take place
through Eliezer his heir, but was persuaded by God to have patience and to wait
for a legitimate son to come.

2 Samuel 18:7-8 -- And the people of Israel where defeated there before the servants of David,
and the slaughter there that day was great, 20,000 men.  For the battle there was spread over
the whole countryside, and the forest devoured more people that day than the sword devoured.

 B. Invitation/Inspiration
 Psalms 84:5-7 -- How blessed is the man whose strength is in Thee; in whose heart are the
highways of Zion!... they go from strength to strength, every one of them appears before God in
Zion.

Definition: [dunamis] The strength or ability to live and to act which is dependent on
physical strength and spiritual faculties.


