
DOCTRINES OF DEMONS
1 Timothy 4:1-2 -- But the Spirit explicitly says that in later
times some will fall away from the faith, paying attention to
deceitful spirits and doctrines of demons, by means of the hypocrisy
of liars seared in their own conscience as with a branding iron.

     

Introduction
1.  Since God deemed that the gospel is what will be His power to save a man’s soul

(Romans 1:16), backed by the life and death of His Son, He would of course take the
measures necessary to ensure that it would never be out of our reach, and promised this
very thing (Matthew 24:35; 1 Peter 1:25).   

2. The Devil, realizing this truth, that there was nothing he could do to destroy the work
of God, set out to do the next best thing, turn out so many look-a-like and similar
works.  Men would think they had the truth, but in reality would be “holding to a form of
godliness, although they would have denied its power” (2 Timothy 3:5,7), thus “ever
learning and never coming to a knowledge of the truth.”

3. What some of these pseudo doctrines are Paul goes into, and from them we can know
their source and deduce what makes up doctrines of demons.

A. The Source & Methodology of Apostasy
1 Timothy 4:1 -- But the Spirit explicitly says that in later times some will fall away from the
faith, paying attention to deceitful spirits and doctrines of demons.

1. Under this subject, Paul warns that the world is populated by forces unseen by
mortal man, and that we are not alone. The source of evil is not the false teachers,
but powerful agents in the spirit world. “Our war is not against flesh and blood, but
against the rulers, against the powers, against the world forces of this darkness, against the
spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places” (Ephesians 6:12).

2. When one does not accept the teachings and company of God, he will sacrifice to
devils, commune with demons, share the cup of the fallen, and sit at the table of
Satan himself (1 Corinthians 10:20-21)

1 Timothy 4: 2 -- … By means of the hypocrisy of liars seared in their own conscience as with
a branding iron.

3. The main power is delusion and deceit. When one is not possessed of the truth, he
will be possessed by error.

4. Satan, through his emissaries, demons, arrogantly denies what is truth, and thus
adds what is false.  When the heart is made empty by skepticism, it is then ready to
accept superstition.
[Mensa is an organization of the brightest 2% of the population.  But arrogant in
their own wisdom, they have rejected God, and accepted things like the
paranormal, flying saucers, witchcraft, etc.]

5. When one believes enough lies and begins to act upon them, the untrue becomes his
new reality.  Because there is no standard, there is no conscience.  It is as if a hot
iron had been taken to the flesh of his moral measure, burned it, and replaced it
with a hard callus that cannot be penetrated.

1 Timothy 4:3 -- Men who forbid marriage and advocate abstaining from foods, which God
has created to be gratefully shared in by those who believe and know the truth.

6. Two examples of demon doctrines are given: The forbidding of marriage and the
abstaining from certain foods. These are a contradiction of Scripture.  This
technique was used in the Garden when Satan told Eve she would not surely die.



7.  The Old Testament priests and New Testament Elders and Deacons were to be
“husbands of one wife” (1 Timothy 3:2). Paul also argued, that as an apostle, “Have
we not the right to have a believing wife?” (1 Corinthians 9:5). “As well as the other
apostles.”

8. Paul argues here that God has created marriage and foods to be gratefully shared in
by those who believe and know the truth.  Further,

1 Timothy 4:4 -- Everything created by God is good, and nothing is to be rejected, if it is
received with gratitude; for it is sanctified by means of the word of God and prayer.

9.  It was not for man to place restrictions upon what God had given with such a
liberal hand for man’s use. “The earth is the Lord’s, and the fullness thereof.”

 B. Historical  Ramifications
1. Ascetic tendencies were already at work in the east, especially among the Essenes

of Palestine and the Therapeutae of Egypt.
2. The unnatural tendency of celibacy developed in less than a century into a Gnostic

contempt for marriage.
3. It entered patristic theology in the form of an exaggerated admiration for virginity,

to the disparagement of married life.
4. It developed inside the Latin and Greek churches into the celibacy of the clergy and

the religious orders.  It forbade what the Scripture allowed: “Marriage is honorable in
all” (Hebrews 13:2).

5.  The Essences then, to secure continuance of their order, had to adopt children,
whom they then brought up in the doctrines and practices of the community.

6.  They fenced it off by stringent rules, demanding a three years’ probation, and
enjoining various purification rites.

7. Woman was a mere instrument of temptation.
8.  When it came to the subject of certain foods, the Pharisees were very careful to

observe the distinction of meats, but the Essenes drank no wine, and they did not
touch animal food. Their meals consisted of a piece of bread and a single mess of
vegetables.

9. When an Essene was excommunicated, he often died of starvation being bound by
an oath not to take food prepared by defiled hands, and thus was reduced to
eating the very grass of the field (Lightfoot).

10. In Gnosticism, these points had great prominence, being grounded in the idea of
matter being the principle of evil.

11. As a basis for the Catholic faith to come, the Council of Trent ordained: “Whoever
shall say that the married state is to be preferred to a state of virginity or celibacy,
and that it is not better and more blessed to remain in virginity or celibacy than to
be joined in marriage, let him be accursed.”

12. In these teachings alone we see a marked difference in the freedom we have in Christ
Jesus, and His church, and the harsh teachings of the Catholic, Muslim, Jewish, and
Hindu faiths.

C. General Principles
1. Any teaching that replaces Spiritual influence for a lie is demonic.
2. Any teaching that contradicts Scripture is a scripture from Satan’s handbook.
3. Any teaching that works through lies and hides its appearance if not from God.
4. Any teaching that places restrictions on God’s liberal allowances and defies God’s

purpose is of a hellish source.
5. By conversing with God through His Word we rise above our own low ideas and

aims, and get into the region of His thoughts and purposes.

1 Timothy 4:6 -- “In pointing these things out to the brethren, you will be a good servant of
Christ Jesus, constantly nourished on the words of the faith and of the sound doctrine which
you have been following.


