
                                 

                    THE DAY OF PREPARATION
Mark 15:42 -- And when evening had already come, because it was the
Preparation day, that is, the day before the Sabbath…

Introduction
1. Preparation is the making ready, or equipping, of one for an event.  In the New

Testament, in a Jewish sense, it is the day of preparation on which the Jews made the
necessary preparation to celebrate a Sabbath or a feast (Mark 27:61; Luke 23:54;
John 19:31).  

2. In this lesson we want to observe the nature of the Jewish day of preparation and
apply what lessons may be learned for us as Christians today, that is, what day
should we be preparing for and how can we prepare for it.

A. The Jewish “Day of Preparation”
1. The Passover is explained in Exodus the 12th chapter.  The lamb is prepared, the

lintels were painted, and the people awaited the coming of the angel dressed and
ready for the journey.

2. The Sabbath was also a day prepared for.  They had to prepare for the absence
of manna.  Under the Law of Moses (Exodus 20:10) they had to prepare for the
day since no work could be done on the day.
Exodus 16:5 -- And it will come about on the sixth day, when they prepare what they
bring in, it will be twice as much as they gather daily.
Exodus 16:22-24 -- Now it came about on the sixth day they gathered twice as much
bread, two omers for each one.  When all the leaders of the congregation came and told
Moses, then he said to them, “This is what the Lord meant: Tomorrow is a Sabbath
observance, a holy Sabbath to the Lord.  Bake what you will bake and boil what you will
boil, and all that is left over put aside to be kept until morning.”  So they put it aside
until morning, as Moses had ordered, and it did not become foul, nor was there any
worm in it.

3. Why was there a “day of preparation?”  It enabled the people to be ready at the
Lord’s beckoning.  It facilitated obedience to His commands.

B. The Parallel for Today
1. We are commanded to assemble and we have examples of the early church doing

so for communion, teaching, singing, and prayer.
Hebrews 10:25 -- Not forsaking our own assembling together, as is the habit of some,
but encouraging one another and all the more, as you see the day drawing near.
Acts 20:7 -- And on the first day of the week, when we were gathered together to break
bread, Paul began talking to them…

2. The New Testament does not command a “day of preparation”, but there are
many signs that indicate we are often unprepared for worship at the assembly.
a. People fail to prepare properly for class and are not edified.
b. People who are late because they were not prepared to attend services and

who disrupt the service for others.
c. People who are not physically prepared because of actions Saturday night

and find it difficult to profit by attending services on Sunday morning.

C. Analysis of What Lack of Preparation Could Cause
1. This may be the reason that so many of the young children are so hard to handle.

If they had proper rest they might not be so easily upset.
2. Ill-preparation on the listener’s part may be one of the reasons so many complain

that they do not enjoy the classes and sermons.



3. Ill-preparation leads to a destruction of the proper attitude for worship in the
solemn assembly of God’s people.  A family that is upset because of ill-
preparation of clothing, bathroom schedules, meal organization, etc. will have a
hard time calming down enough for profitable worship.

4. Habitual ill-preparation will destroy our influence upon others because it is evi-
dent that we are putting some lesser matter before God.

D. Scarier Things We May Not be Prepared For
1.  The Day of the Lord. The day of the Lord may be any day when God has

decided to bring vengeance on those who have not been obedient.  It is usually
thought of as being the second coming of Christ, but there are other “days” of the
Lord throughout the Old and New Testament.
Matthew 24:36-39 -- But of that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels in
heaven, nor the Son of Man, but the Father alone.  For the coming of the Son of Man
will be just like the days of Noah. For as in those days which were before the flood they
were eating and drinking, they were marrying and giving in marriage, until the day
that Noah entered the ark, and they did not understand until the flood came and took
them all away, so shall the coming of the Son of Man be.

(Matthew 24:34 -- Truly I say to you, this generation will not pass away until all
these things take place.)

Revelation 22:10,12 -- And he said to me, “Do not seal up the words of the prophecy
of this book, for the time is near… Behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward is with
Me, to render to every man according to what he has done.”
Matthew 25:1-12 -- …but the prudent took oil in flasks along with their lamps… be
on the alert then, for you do not know the day nor the hour.

2. The Final Judgment.
Romans 2:5-8 -- But because of your stubbornness and unrepentant heart you are
storing up wrath for yourself in the day of wrath and revelation of the righteous
judgment of God, who will render to every man according to his deeds: to those who by
perseverance in doing good seek for glory and honor and immortality, eternal life; but to
those who are selfishly ambitious and do not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness,
wrath and indignation.
Romans 2:16 -- On the day when, according to my gospel, God will judge the secrets
of men through Christ Jesus.
Acts 17:31 -- Because He has fixed a day in which He will judge the world in right-
eousness through a man whom He has appointed, having furnished proof to all men by
raising Him from the dead.
2 Thessalonians 1:7-9 -- And to give relief to you who are afflicted and to us as well
when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with His mighty angels in flaming
fire, dealing out retribution to those who do not know God and to those who do not
obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus.  And these will pay the penalty of eternal destruction
away from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of His power.
2 Peter 3:10-11 -- But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, in which the heavens
will pass away with a roar and the elements will be destroyed with intense heat, and the
earth and its works will be burned up.  Since all these things are to be destroyed in this
way, what sort of people ought you to be in holy conduct and godliness.

3. Today.
Hebrews 4:7 -- He again fixes a certain day, “Today,” saying through David after so
long a time just as has been said before, “Today if you hear His voice, do not harden
your hearts.”
Are we preparing today for a life that could end tomorrow or even at the end of
this day?


