
                             CUT & PASTE RELIGION
Jeremiah 36:23 -- It came about, when Jehudi had read three or four
columns, the king cut it with a scribe’s knife and threw it in the fire...

Introduction
1. A minister one time was studying with a woman about God’s plan of salvation.  He

was reviewing various passages on faith, repentance, and then finally he turned to
baptism.  He read Mark 16:16, “He who believes and is baptized will be saved...” He
pressed the point that it was in the Bible so it needed to be observed.  Her response
was, “It’s not in my Bible.” “It has to be,” he responded. “No it isn’t,” she
confirmed.  “I cut it out and threw it away.”

2. 2500 years earlier, in Jeremiah 36, we find that king Jehoiakim pretty much did the
same thing, as many still do today.  Not that they physically use a knife to cut up
the Word of God as he did, but mentally they butcher the text for their own devices.
This lesson is a look at some examples of this practice.

A. The Infidel and Evolutionist
1. The modern critics of the Scriptures, the infidel and evolutionist, can hardly get

past the first chapter in Genesis, starting with verse one, “In the beginning God
created the heavens and the earth.” Of course, if one comes into a study with a
preconceived notion that there is no such thing as God, or the miraculous, then
without a second thought they will discount the fact that God could speak
everything into existence.  But this is not all that must be ignored.

2. What also must be cut out of their consideration is history.  Genesis is a history
of beginnings. It answers the all-important questions, “Where did we come
from?” and “Why are we here?”  

3. Much of the history of this nation must be taken on faith.  Our knowledge of the
founding fathers, the Revolutionary and Civil wars are things none of us have
witnessed.  Yet we believe and teach our children such.

4 .  What also must be ignored is the beauty of creation.  Even that we can
appreciate that beauty which still is in existence.
 Psalms 19:1-3 -- The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament shows His
handiwork...
 Psalms 139:14 -- I will praise You, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made.”

5. Besides the beauty, critics must ignore the design and pattern.  Instead of being a
lofty purposeful conception of great things, the evolutionist would have us be the
result of chance and chaos, the mutated result of viruses and primates.

6. Inevitably what must be overlooked is the reason. Not only is it a fact that things
grow and mature in their own special way, but that they also seem to WANT to.
That there is a will behind each process and a purpose and a plan in each part.

B. The Sectarian
1. The religious world is divided into various sects with differing beliefs.  There are

hundreds of churches with their divided doctrines and creeds.  So how do they
justify this division and contradiction of the truth?  Mental markers and knives!

2. First to be eliminated is the teaching of the concept of “One church, one body.”
 Ephesians 4:4 -- There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called in one hope
of your calling...”
 Ephesians 1:22-23 -- And he put all things under His feet, and gave Him to be head
over all things to the church, which is His body...”



3. Some want to cut up the body into many pieces and believe there is unity by
agreeing just to accept each other’s error.  But how can they when Jesus said He
had come to build His church (Matthew 16:18).  How can there be so many
faiths when Paul wrote that there was only “one faith” (Ephesians 4:5).

4. Others want to cut off the head.  Nowhere in the Bible does Christ agree to share
the headship with anyone, and yet, almost daily we hear of those that are
following men on earth as head of the church.  These passages must be cut out:
 Colossians 1:18 -- And He is the head of the body, the church, who is the beginning,
the firstborn from the dead, that in all things He may have the preeminence.
 Ephesians 5:23 -- For the husband is head of the wife, as also Christ is the head of the
church; and He is the Savior of the body.

5. Though few have had the audacity to actually claim that they themselves are
God on earth, many still function as such by adding and subtracting command-
ments from Christ’s teaching, and thus we have changes in the Lord’s Supper,
singing, the eldership, baptism for salvation and the purpose of the church.

C. Members of Christ’s Church
1. Even among those that are claiming to restore the New Testament church, knives

are in daily use.  It becomes easy to decide what is important to follow as a
Christian and what can be ignored.  Therefore the knives start to work on the
concept of faithfulness.

2. Faithfulness is often trimmed down to mean only occasionally being involved in
the work and worship.  Yes, the kingdom comes first, but only after relatives, job,
recreation, etc. The fullness of faithfulness must be whittled at. Some passages
have to go:
Acts 2:42 -- And they continued steadfastly in the apostle’s doctrine and fellowship, in
the breaking of bread, and in prayer.
Hebrew 10:25 -- Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together.
1 Corinthians 15:58 -- Be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the
Lord.
Galatians 6:9 -- And let us not grow weary while doing good.
Revelation 2:10 -- Be faithful until death, and I will give you a crown of life.

3. Another instant where so many cut away at the word is in the responsibility to
take the Word to the world.  We build buildings, do door hangers, wear T-shirts
and paste bumper stickers, but never actually talk to people, never defend the
truth against the error so prevalent.

4. We have commands to declare the Word (1 Peter 2:9) and examples that each
member should be involved (Acts 8:1,4).
 Titus 2:14 -- Who gave Himself for us, that He might redeem us from every lawless
deed and purify for Himself a people for His own possession, zealous for good deeds.

5. Notice further that many in the church have used their knives on the verses that
teach godly living.  The world is advertising its corruption more vividly than ever
before. Television is being use to promote violence, adultery, fornication,
evolution, drunkenness, homosexuality and various other debasing lifestyles.

6. We cannot live as the world and still have a good healthy, prayerful relationship
with our heavenly Father.  Certain passages must not be carved up.
James 4:4 -- ...do you not know that friendship with the world is hostility toward
God?  Therefore whoever wishes to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of
God.
1 John 2:15 -- ...If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him.
Titus 2:12 -- Instructing us to deny ungodliness and worldly desires and to live
sensibly, righteously and godly in the present age.


