
Culpability

Revelation 2:18-29 -- And to the angel of the church in Thyatira write:… I
know your deeds, and your love and faith and service and perseverance, and
that your deeds of late are greater than at first. But I have this against you,
that you tolerate the woman Jezebel…

Introduction
1. Culpability is the responsibility we are held to for the errors we may commit or the blame

we share for our actions.  We are held to these not only by the laws and courts of our
society, but also by a powerful and Holy God.

2. We often like to hold others to great expense, from the example of the execution of all the
male Shechemites for the violation of Dinah (Genesis 34) to the suing of cities for millions
of dollars when they were not even involved in some damage now-a-days.  In such cases
we begin to understand that the law of “an eye for eye” was a reasonable and not
necessarily barbaric practice.

3. Yet we often do not like to hold ourselves responsibility for any of our actions.  Young
teenage girls shoplift because it is fun, not thinking that they are actually stealing from
someone and that we all then have to pay higher prices.  Young men often commit murder
in order to enter a gang with no thought that they are erasing not only all their victim was,
but also, all he will ever be. They are affecting all those around him, family and
community, and probably condemning his soul to eternal damnation with no possibility of
recourse, thus arriving at their own condemnation as well.

4 .  Out purpose in this lesson is to introduce some of the thinking of God concerning
culpability and restitution in order to get us to think about the domino effect of our actions
and to reconsider walking more circumspect [cautiously] in our own lives.

A. The Damage We Do and Our Culpability
1. There are those who use the excuse that since everyone else is doing it they do not see

what is wrong with them getting a piece of the action.  This is used to justify selling
alcoholic beverages, dealing drugs, running gambling establishments, distributing
pornography, engaging in prostitution, and who knows what else.

2. Jesus was not naïve. He realized all these sorts of things go on, but eliminates any
excuse for the children of God to engage in them. Woe to those who cause “stumbling”:
the seduction and addiction to things in the world causing spiritual death.
Matthew 18:7 -- Woe to the world because of its stumbling blocks! For it is inevitable that
stumbling blocks come; but woe to that man through whom the stumbling block comes!

3. The Scriptures also warn of aligning ourselves with people or causes before we fully
understand their implication, as we might share the responsibility of their sins, even if
we do not sin ourselves.
1 Timothy 5:22 -- Do not lay hands upon anyone too hastily and thus share responsibility
for the sins of others; keep yourself free from sin.

4. There are too many now in society and the church, that, although they do not practice
the things themselves, still give approval to things like fornication, homosexuality,
adultery, parental disobedience, etc.  They stand condemned by association.
Romans 1:32 -- And, although they know the ordinance of God, that those who practice such
things are worthy of death, they not only do the same, but also give hearty approval to those
who practice them.

5 .  One of the hardest things in recent times is to try to sort out how culpable the
individuals are who get divorced.  Too often it is a game of separation as to who can
wait the longest before their partner adulterates the marriage. It is true they were not
the primary violator of the marriage law, but the question goes begging as to just how
much responsibility they may share in the adulteration process.



6. Note that in some instances that God holds both parties responsible and it is quite
possible that neither is afforded the freedom of remarriage since they are instigators
and accessories to the crime. [Also consider the extent of vows – Deut. 23:21-23]

7. To further complicate matters, people have a tendency to rewrite their own history in
order to make their past decisions seem more correct. This is a truism in 80% of divorce
cases.  If one no longer remembers accurately they may need to remain celibate.
Matthew 5:32 -- But I say to you that everyone who divorces his wife, except for the cause of
unchastity, makes her commit adultery; and whoever marries a divorced woman commits
adultery.
1 Corinthians 7:2-5,11 -- But because of immoralities, let each man have his own wife, and
let each woman have her own husband. Let the husband fulfill his duty to his wife, and
likewise also the wife to her husband. The wife does not have authority over her own body, but
the husband does; and likewise also the husband does not have authority over his own body,
but the wife does. Stop depriving one another, except by agreement for a time that you may
devote yourselves to prayer, and come together again lest Satan tempt you because of your lack
of self-control… (but if she does leave, let her remain unmarried, or else be reconciled to her
husband)…

8. The unimagined extent of culpability can be seen in God’s law of restitution.  Note
when God addresses the problem of theft that the culprit is not told to just give back
what he took.  It gets one to think of more than just the item. Reparation must be made
for lack of use and time lost. Also, was it taking time from the lives of others who have
to quit what they are doing and go look for the thief.  

9 .  Who knows what all is lost or damaged in a broken home, a stolen identity, a
murdered life, a war (feud) started, or a church divided?
Exodus 22:1-14 -- If a man steals an ox or a sheep, and slaughters it or sells it, he shall pay
five oxen for the ox and four sheep for the sheep….

10. The concept of culpability and the aspect of restitution may require more of us from
repentance than just the cessation of a lifestyle. It may require us to fix what we have
broke and restore what we have taken many fold before we may again approach the
Lord.  Forgiveness may not come as easy as many think.  Converted prisoners often
wonder why they cannot be released after rebirth. [Also consider Deuteronomy 1:41-
45; Uzziah; Nadab & Abihu; Ananias & Sapphirah; Simon the sorcerer; & 1 Cor. 11]

11. And how does one even begin to pay back a murdered husband and father? The act of
adultery is spiritual death possibly from conception in the mind and those caught in it
in the Old Testament were not given a chance at repentance.
Matthew 5:23-24 -- If therefore you are presenting your offering at the altar, and there
remember that your brother has something against you, leave your offering there before the
altar, and go your way; first be reconciled to your brother, and then come and present your
offering.

B. Extensive Covenant Responsibilities
1.  Further, the Scriptures introduce us to responsibilities we may have as a corporate

entity, whether we represent a family, tribe, community, country or kingdom of God.
2. After the victory at Jericho, one man decided to violate the ban imposed by God. By lot

Achan was singled out as the thief, yet God did not hold him alone responsible.  The
Lord considered that it was all of Israel who sinned.  30 died in the attack on AI
because God was not with them.  And Achan’s whole family was executed along with
him.  This was the sentence by a just God.
Joshua 7:1 -- But the sons of Israel acted unfaithfully in regard to the things under the ban,
for Achan, the son of Carmi, the son of Zabdi, the son of Zerah, from the tribe of Judah, took
some of the things under the ban, therefore the anger of the Lord burned against the sons of
Israel.
Joshua 7:11 -- Israel has sinned, and they have also transgressed My covenant which I
commanded them. And they have even taken some of the things under the ban and have both
stolen and deceived. Moreover, they have also put them among their own things.



3. Because of the church’s responsibility to maintain its purity, God holds the individual
Christian culpable do deal with whatever error is found in its midst. We not only are
given the methods of dealing with sin (See 1 Corinthians 5:4-5; 6:1-11; Matthew 18:15-
20), but also the warnings of what will happen if we do not.
1 Corinthians 5:1-2 -- It is actually reported that there is immorality among you, and
immorality of such a kind as does not exist even among the gentiles, that someone has his
father’s wife. And you have become arrogant, and have not mourned instead, in order that the
one who has done this deed might be removed from your midst.
1 Corinthians 5:6-7 -- Your boasting is not good. Do you not know that a little leaven
leavens the whole lump of dough? Clean out the old leaven, that you may be a new lump, just
as you are in fact unleavened. For Christ our Passover also has been sacrificed.
1 Corinthians 5:11 -- But actually, I wrote to you not to associate with any so-called brother
if he should be an immoral person, or covetous, or an idolater, or a reviler, or a drunkard, or a
swindler – not even to eat with such a one.
2 John 10 -- If anyone comes to you and does not bring this teaching, do not receive him into
your house, and do not give him a greeting (neither bid him God speed –KJV).

4. Note that the churches of Asia, even when they were commended for things they were
doing exceptionally well, were still running the risk of having their recognition as a
church removed if they did not purge the evil from among them.
Revelation 2:12-17 -- And to the angel of the church in Pergamum write:… you hold fast
My name, and did not deny My faith… but I have a few things against you, because you
have there some who hold the teaching of Balaam,.. to eat things sacrificed to idols, and to
commit acts of immorality.  Repent therefore; or else I am coming to you quickly, and I will
make war… (See also opening passage)

5. When we let our own passions and emotions dictate our course of life, we have no way
to estimate the irreversible damage we may be doing to ourselves (like becoming
reprobate), to others, and to God’s people (not only in the division caused by people
taking our side, but also in the loss of other souls, and the reputation of the church in
the world).

C. The Flip Side for Perspective
1. The alternative approach to life that God gives us is to focus on a more godly and

noble life whereby the things we are held responsible for are precious in God’s sight.
1 Peter 4:14-16 -- If you are reviled for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the spirit
of glory and of God rest upon you. By no means let any of you suffer as a murderer, or thief,
or evildoer, or a troublesome meddler; but if anyone suffers as a Christian. Let him not feel
ashamed, but in that name let him glorify God.
Galatians 5:22-23 -- But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness,
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; against such thing there is no law.
1 Timothy 2:24-25 -- And the Lord’s bondservant must not be quarrelsome, but be kind to
all, able to teach, patient when wronged, with gentleness correcting those who are in
opposition, if perhaps God may grant them repentance leading to the knowledge of the truth.
James 5:19-20 -- My brethren, if any among you strays from the truth, and one turns him
back. Let him know that he who turns a sinner from the error of his way will save his soul
from death, and will cover a multitude of sins.
Matthew 5:13-16 -- You are the salt of the earth… you are the light of the world… Let your
light shine before men in such a way that they may see your good works, and glorify your
Father who is in heaven.

2. God is requiring great things of us; proper thought, reverence, affection, submission,
and obedience. He is marking at every moment the life we are living, the character we
are forming; he is looking upon us and into us. He is recording all our actions, including
among these the thoughts of our mind, the feelings of our heart, the purposes of our
will. He will one day call us to give an account of “all the things done in the flesh.”


