
COUNTING THE COST
Luke 14:28 -- For which one of you, when he wants to build a tower,
does not first sit down and calculate the cost, to see if he has enough
to complete it?

     

Introduction
1. Often great effort is made in trying to bring people to God.  Labor is extended and

teaching is intense, and hopefully, the people finally understand that repentance and
baptism are necessary.  They might even come to understand that they need to go to
church every once in a while (this is of course an understatement).

2. However, the commitment is often lukewarm, and with time they lose interest and fall
away.    

3. In business, if we are successful, we learn to qualify our contacts and begin to channel
down our efforts to more productive time.

4. In the context of Luke 14:26-35, Jesus shows us that this is something we need to do in
the spiritual realm also, and He explains His reasons to the multitudes, perhaps in an
effort to winnow them down to true disciples.

A. The Winnowing of Followers to True Disciples
Luke 14:26 -- If anyone comes to Me, and does not hate his own father and mother and wife
and children and brothers and sisters, yes, and even his own life, he cannot be My disciple.

1.  There is a difference between being a follower of Christ and being a disciple of
Christ.  At another time, He explained that a disciple is one who is like his master.

2. Since one of the commandments is to honor father and mother, for Jesus to say, “to
hate” them must carry a unique implication.
a.  Either this a Hebrew idiom for “loving less” than God... or
b.  It is hating any worldly efforts, reasoning, or appeals that interfere.

3. Note that one’s own life is included in the list, so the latter implication is probably
truer. Anything of our life; desires, ambitions, or prides must take a back seat to
loving God and striving to please Him.

Luke 14:27 -- Whoever does not carry his own cross and come after Me cannot be My disciple.
1. This is what Paul taught even in his earliest journeys, while strengthening the souls

of the disciples, encouraging them to continue in the faith, and saying, “Through
many tribulations we must enter the kingdom of God” (Acts 14:22).

2. To each of those who would be true disciples, God gives them challenges, goals,
trials, disciplines, sufferings and their allotment of frustrations.  We must each bear
the things that would help us serve God and to crucify the world in our lives.

 

 B. Why Jesus Must Qualify His Followers
Luke 14:28-30 -- For which one of you, when he wants to build a tower, does not first sit
down and calculate the cost, to see if he has enough to complete it?  Otherwise, when he has
laid a foundation, and is not able to finish, all who observe it begin to ridicule him, saying,
“This man began to build and was not able to finish.”

1. The lesson is still for those who would come to Christ to consider what it will cost
them, but there may be here also the giving of Jesus’ reasons as to why He needs to
qualify, or make certain, about those He who will follow He can depend on.

2. Discipleship is an effort to build something along with the Lord (it is not implied
here not to build, but to make sure you build correctly). It is He also who needs to
figure whether something can be built with the resources He has.  So the question is,
does He have that in us?  Are we the proper material for a kingdom?



3. In a tower, what is built is something that is to watch out for others and to protect
them. If not built properly, or only half completed, it will not be worth anything to
anyone.

4. In 1 Corinthians 3:10-15, Paul writes that each man’s work will become evident; for
the day will show it, because it is to be revealed with fire; and the fire itself will test
the quality of each man’s work.  The Lord was aware that this very principle is
applied to Him also.

Luke 14:31-32 -- “Or what king, when he sets out to meet another king in battle, will not
first sit down and take counsel whether he is strong enough with ten thousand men to
encounter the one coming against him with twenty thousand? Or else, while the other is still
far away, he sends a delegation and asks terms of peace.”

1. So who is the king in every parable? The Lord is about to engage Satan in a great
battle.  Is it an option that He can ask for terms of peace?  In this we see Jesus’
urgency in making sure He has those who will stand their ground (“stand fast” and
“hold firm” are constant admonitions in the epistles).

2. With Christ as the head, we must each have a plan that works.  Paul tells Timothy
to “War a good war (strategy)” 1 Timothy 1:18.

3. We need to enter into the campaign heartily with sufficient power and armed with
God’s armor, or our efforts will look like 10 thousand against 20.  However,
properly executed, 300 have been known to hold off 200,000.

3. In such a war, there is no option for defeat, especially if you understand that the
devil does not take prisoners.

Luke 14:33 -- So therefore, no one of you can be My disciple who does not give up all his own
possessions.  [Or consider everything less than Christ.]

C. Consequences and Repercussions
1. Once an effort is begun, shirkers and deserters are always thought less of than those

who stated that they didn’t want to be a part of something to begin with. Probably
because it is best to not let people know they can depend on you and then not be
there for them.

2. Jesus likens it to the raw salt that not only can lose its taste, but will begin to poison
everything it then comes in contact with.

Luke 14:34-35 -- Therefore, salt is good; but if even salt has become tasteless, with what will it
be seasoned?  It is useless either for the soil or for the manure pile; it is thrown out. He who has
ears to hear, let him hear.” (See also 2 Peter 2:20-22 and Hebrews 6:4-8)

D. The Worth of Completion and Victory
Matthew 13:44-46 -- The kingdom of heaven is like a treasure hidden in the field, which a
man found and hid; and from joy over it he goes and sells all that he has, and buys that field.
      Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant seeking fine pearls, and upon finding one
pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had, and bought it.

1. Note that in the first parable, the kingdom is like a valuable treasure that is lost, or
hidden, or walked over unsuspectingly by others.

2. Yet in the second parable, the kingdom is like a merchant seeking.  The kingdom is
made up of people who know the value of what they are looking for and are willing
to pay the highest cost to obtain it.



COUNTING THE COST

q     OUR RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD SUPERSEDES
    ALL OTHERS RELATIONSHIPS

q      INCLUDES CARRYING OWN CROSS

q REQUIRES PROPER PLANNING & BUILDING   

q REQUIRES STRATEGY & EFFORT
q      RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD NEEDS TO BE

    CONSIDERED MORE PRECIOUS THAN ALL
    OTHER THINGS

q   IF BECOMES USELESS, THROWN OUT


