
The Church of the 21st Century

Acts 8:1,4 -- …And on that day a great persecution arose against the
church in Jerusalem; and they were all scattered throughout the regions of
Judea and Samaria, except the apostles…. Therefore, those who had been
scattered went about preaching the word.

Introduction
1. In about another twenty years, the church will be celebrating its 2000th birthday.  It

would be a glorious present for the body of Christ if after all the challenges, trials,
spiritual wars and apostasies that it has been through, that it can emerge exactly as God
intended it to be at the beginning.

2. Of course, it will be God who ultimately brings it about, but it would be nice if it was
through us that He made His efforts realized, and not contracted out to someone else.
In this lesson let us see what we can do to make it happen.

A. A Solidified Church
1. In the shadow of the cross Jesus prayed for the unity of His followers (John 17:20-

21).  Paul exhorted the Philippians toward this noble goal (Phil. 1:27).
2. In spite of these exhortations, churches existed which were like warring camps.

 2 Corinthians 12:20 -- For I am afraid that perhaps when I come I may find... strife,
jealousy, angry tempers, disputes, slanders, gossip, arrogance, disturbances...

3. Jesus said the outcome of a divided kingdom was that it would not stand (Mark
3:24-25).  We would do well to remember the words of the Psalmist...
Psalms 133:1 -- Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brothers to dwell together in
unity!

B. A Strong Church
1.  The Lord must be sick of all the weak and compromising churches of our day.

Churches that do not want their preachers touching on certain subjects. Churches
that compromise principles of truth for the sake of maintaining numbers.

2. The apostle Paul was interested in seeing churches composed of strong Christians
(Ephesians 4:14-15; 6:10). More churches need to heed the words of another wise
man...
 Proverbs 23:23 -- Buy truth, and do not sell it, get wisdom and instruction and
understanding.
Proverbs 24:5 -- A wise man is strong, and a man of knowledge increases power.

C. A Sacrificing Church
1. The church at Jerusalem was a sacrificing church (Acts 4:34-35)
2. The churches of Macedonia were also sacrificing churches (2 Corinthians 8:1-5).
3. Churches today need to develop this same spirit of sacrifice...

2 Corinthians 9:6-7 -- Now this I say, he who sows sparingly shall also reap sparingly;
and he who sows bountifully shall also reap bountifully.  Let each one do just as he has
purposed in his heart; not grudgingly or under compulsion; for God loves a cheerful giver.

D. A Sowing Church
1. The early church did such a good job of sowing the seed of the kingdom that their

enemies proclaimed:  “You have filled Jerusalem with your doctrine” (Acts 5:28).
2. The church at Ephesus was also a sowing church...

 Acts 19:10 -- And this took place for two years, so that all who lived in Asia heard the
word of the Lord, both Jews and Greeks.

3. We need to remember that God will grant our increase if we sow (2 Cor. 9:6-7).



E. A Sending Church
1. Not only do we need to be sowing the seed in our own area, but we need to be

sending the word into all of the world when possible (Matt. 28:19; Mark 16:15; Acts
8:4; 1 Peter 2:9).

2. The only way men will be saved is by the gospel being sent to them (Romans 10:13-
15).  The church at Thessalonica was a sending church...
1 Thessalonians 1:8 -- For the word of the Lord has sounded forth from you, not only in
Macedonia and Achaia, but also in every place your faith toward God has gone forth, so
that we have no need to say anything.

F. A Shepherded Church
1. Paul and Barnabas realized the need for elders in every church (Acts 14:23).  Good

shepherds are beneficial for the Christian...
 Hebrews 13:17 -- Obey your leaders, and submit to them; for they keep watch over your
souls, as those who will give an account...

2. Of course the shepherds (Elders, overseers) must be the kind that God would desire
(1 Peter 5:2-4) to take care of His family.  The young people need to consider
working now toward being pillars in the community, maintaining good character, and
striving to raise strong families as prerequisites for the job of Elder.

G. A Serving Church
1. As members of the same body of Christ we should have a great concern for each

other (1 Corinthians 12:25-26).  As Christians we must be conscious of the needs of
others (Philippians 2:3-4).

2. Consider the exhortations Paul gave the Thessalonians...
1 Thessalonians 5:11, 14 -- Therefore encourage one another, and build up one another...
admonish the unruly, encourage the faint-hearted, help the weak...

H. A Separatist Church
1. We dare not allow ourselves to be placed into the world’s mold (Romans 12:1-2).
2. Having become Christians, the ways of the world are supposed to be behind us...

1 Peter 4:1-4 -- Because he who has suffered in the flesh has ceased from sin, so as to live
the rest of the time in the flesh no longer for the lusts of men, but for the will of God...

I. A Spirited Church
1. If we are truly God’s people, redeemed by Christ, we need a spirit of zeal.

 Titus 2:14 -- Who gave Himself for us, that He might redeem us from every lawless deed
and purify for Himself a people for His own possession, zealous for good deeds.

2.  We must abound in the Lord’s work (1 Corinthians 15:58). A lukewarm church
brings the Lord’s disfavor (Revelation 3:15-17).

J. A Spiritual-Minded Church
1. Too many churches are concerned about physical buildings, landscaping, offering

public education, nursery facilities, political agendas, etc.
2. As we draw near to the 2033, let us determine to have the Lord’s church as He left

it, concerned with those things that really matter...
Colossians 3:1-2 -- If then you have been raised up with Christ, keep seeking the things
above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God.  Set your mind on the things above,
not on the things that are on earth.


