
DESCRIBING CHRISTIAN L.I.F.E.
John 10:10 -- The thief comes only to steal, and kill, and destroy;
I came that they might have life, and might have it abundantly.

     

Introduction:
1. Jesus is usually thought of as saving us from something and eventually bringing us to

heaven, but often we overlook what He offers in-between.  We are often sidetracked
into a contemplation of the allures of the world and little attention is given to the
allures that a righteous life can bring during this time on earth.

2. Even eternal life is thought of in terms of a boring sameness of age after age rather than
of filling up of each day with wonders and blessings beyond calculation. If being a
Christian is not all that great, then more of the same will not satisfy us in heaven either.

3. Truly, Jesus brought man freedom, and an abundance of the things that make life truly
worthwhile, plus the ability to truly appreciate all that we have in all our relationships
with either man or God.

A. L-oving Life
Luke 10:27 -- And he answered and said, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your
heart, and with all your soul, and with all your strength, and with all your mind; and your
neighbor as yourself.”

1. Many Christians fail to love God, and one another, as they should. They are self-
centered or too busy seeking personal gain.  The Lord tried to show us that life does
not consist of gathering things but in giving away things.

2. Denying self is not really denying self.  The more one gives love the more he gets.  By
denying ourselves (our selfishness), and showing loving-kindness to the sick, lonely,
and elderly, giving of our means to assist the needy and less fortunate, the more we
gain in self-esteem and respect and love.

3. Love is one of the few things that paradoxically the more you give away the more
you have.

Luke 12:15 -- And He said to them, “Beware, and be on your guard against every form of
greed; for not even when one has an abundance does his life consist of his possessions.”
1 Timothy 6:6-10 -- But godliness actually is a means of great gain, when accompanied by
contentment. For we have brought nothing into the world, so we cannot take anything out of
it either.  And if we have food and covering, with these we shall be content. But those who
want to get rich fall into temptation and a snare and many foolish and harmful desires which
plunge men into ruin and destruction. For the love of money is a root of all sorts of evil, and
some by longing for it have wandered away from the faith, and pierced themselves with many
a pang.
Romans 12:10 -- Be devoted to one another in brotherly love; give preference to one another in
honor.

 B. I-inspiring Life
Psalms 94:19 -- When my anxious thoughts multiply within me, Thy consolations delight
my soul.
Psalms 30:1 -- I will extol Thee, O Lord, for Thou hast lifted me up, and hast not let my
enemies rejoice over me.  [Examples of David]

1. God lifts His people from the problems that rack the mind and soul and carries
them away from the prisons of depression and despair.

2. He inspires in them hope and makes the world filled with possibilities.  



3. God inspires us that we may be an inspiration to others.  Our ability to deal with
the problems of life as mature men and women is part of the glory of God in us to
draw all men to Christ.

Psalms 124:7-8 -- Our soul has escaped as a bird out of the snare of the trapper; the snare is
broken and we have escaped.  Our help is in the name of the Lord, Who made heaven and
earth.

C. F-aithful Life, F-ruitful Life
Psalms 101:6 -- My eyes shall be upon the faithful of the land, that they may dwell with me;
he who walks in a blameless way is the one who will minister to Me.

1.  Faithful means: “Keeping faith; maintaining allegiance to someone or something;
loyal.” -- Webster.

2. Many fail when it comes to being faithful.  They neglect everyone and everything for
personal pursuits.  They miss appointments, fail in their word, disappoint with
their promises.

3.  When one learns to be loyal to God he learns to be loyal to others, looking out
always for their best interests, even when they don’t like it.  And God makes it clear
He rewards us for our loyalty.

Mark 10:29 -- Jesus said, “Truly I say to you, there is no one who has left house or brothers or
sisters or mother or father or children or farms, for My sake and the gospel’s sake, but that he
shall receive a hundred times as much now in the present age... and in the age to come eternal
life.
Revelation 2:10 -- Do not fear what you are about to suffer.  Behold, the devil is about to cast
some of you into prison, that you may be tested, and you will have tribulation ten days.  Be
faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life.
Matthew 7:17-20 -- Even so, every good tree bears good fruit; but the bad tree bears bad fruit.
A good tree cannot produce bad fruit, nor can a bad tree produce good fruit.  Every tree that
does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.  So then, you will know them by
their fruits.

D. E-ternal Life
1 John 5:11 -- And the witness is this, that God has given us eternal life, and this life is in His
Son.
John 10:10 -- The thief comes only to steal, and kill, and destroy; I came that they might have
life, and might have it abundantly.

1. The more abundant life includes “Eternal Life.”
2. But the life now and the life to come are only available to those in a loving relation

with God, cleansed by the blood of His Son, and walking in the light of the truth,
persevering against all temptations and fears of the world.  

Romans 6:23 -- For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ
Jesus our Lord.
Titus 1:2 -- In hope of eternal life, which God, who cannot lie, promised long ages ago.
James 1:12 -- Blessed is a man who perseveres under trial; for once he has been approved, he
will receive the crown of life, which the Lord has promised to those who love Him.



Describing Christian L.I.F.E.

1.  L-OVING
2.  I-NSPIRING
3.  F-AITHFUL (FRUITFUL)
4.  E-TERNAL

 


