
Christian Advantages - 3
A Study of Hebrews: Chapters 10 - 13
Hebrew 10:32 -- But remember the former days, when, after being enlightened,
you endured a great conflict of sufferings, partly, by being made a public
spectacle through reproaches and tribulations, and partly by becoming sharers
with those who were so treated.

Introduction
1.  One of the greatest attitude problems facing the world, and those who profess to be

Christians, is the belief that the Church is not necessary, that one can be a Christian
without participating in some “organized religion”.

2. In this lesson we are going to be looking at some of the advantages extended through the
church, and at some of the responsibility we owe to God, to help maintain the church as a
living, vibrant, useful entity.

A. Hebrews 10:19-25: Text & Commentary
19. Since therefore, brethren, we have confidence to enter the holy place by the blood of Jesus…

a. Under the Old Covenant ONLY the high priest entered the Holy Place and then only at
appointed times.  Even for him it was not free access.  Incredibly All Christians enter
now with boldness.

b. The Holy Place is actually the Holy of Holies as its use earlier implies (9:8), and by the
next verse with reference to the veil.

c. In 9:12 it says that Christ entered the Holy Place once for all through His own blood.
By the same means we follow in His path.

20. by a new and living way which He inaugurated for us through the veil, that is, His flesh,..
a. Etymologically, “New” first meant, “freshly killed”. Now it just means “fresh, recent”,

implying that a way did not exist before.
b. As to the “living way,” Jesus is alive, our way, truth, life (John 14:6).
c. The veil is probably the second veil behind which was the Holy of Holies (see 9:3).

This would be the veil too that was rent when Christ died on the cross, symbolically
representing this new access to God (Mark 15:32).

d. This would correspond with the next clause, “that is, His flesh.”  We often think of the
veil as dividing off, but it also was the point of contact between God and man.  Thus the
flesh (as the blood) of Christ is the point of contact between God and man.  In 4:16-17
it says we come in confidence because as a High Priest He was tempted as we are and
can sympathize with our weaknesses.  And this ties to the next verse.

21. and since we have a great priest over the house of God,
a. “Great” priest is the same as “High” priest as used in Leviticus 21:10.
b. And He is over the house as a Son too.

22. let us draw near with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled clean
from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water.
a. “Let” is an imperative to draw near (as assembling in v.25).  
b. But its conditional on having a sincere heart.  The pure in heart shall see God (Matthew

5:8).
c. The kind of faith is expanded upon later in Hebrews 11:6.
d.  The sprinkling is a spiritual cleansing congruent to 9:13, “the ashes of a heifer

sprinkling those who have been defiled, sanctify for the cleansing of the flesh...”
e.  The body washing is water baptism, which brings us in contact with the blood of

Christ (9:14; 1 Peter 3:21), thus cleanses the conscience.
23. Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who promised is faithful;

a. In Hebrews 3:6 it says that Christians are His house IF we hold fast our confidence and
boast of our hope.  Here they are to hold fast the confession of that hope.



b. In that same passage it says Christ was faithful as a Son.  He is faithful as a high
priest.  And His promise is sure.

24.  and let us consider how to stimulate one another to love and good deeds,…
a. This is the third exhortation:  Let us draw near...Let us hold fast...Let us stimulate one

another.  The second is augmented by the third.
b. Love is NOT provoked (1 Corinthians 13:5), but it should be aroused, or stirred up

(actually form of same word), with proper consideration.
25. not forsaking our own assembling together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another;

and all the more, as you see the day drawing near.
a.   “Forsake” means to desert or abandon.  Note only other uses in the New Testament:

Matthew 27:41; Acts 2:27; 2 Timothy 4:10,16; 2 Corinthians 4:9.
b. The assembling is our regular assembly, but can include more.  When you miss you

forsake your fellow Christians and do not help to stimulate.
c. Fear is a main reason at the time.  But habits are also formed from shortsightedness,

levity, laziness, weariness and superior feelings. Encouragement is needed to hold fast.
d. The day drawing near is thought by many to be the last days of the Jewish age or the

pending tribulation.  The following context, which puts the Mosaic Law behind, would
negate the first and “falling into the hands of the living God” would suggest not the
tribulation by man, but the final judgment by God.

B. Hebrews 11 – 13 Context & Related Passages
1. Faith that Preserves the Soul

Man can believe in many things, but he trusts very little.  The Christian, however, can
trust even his soul to God, knowing that His Lord will be with him through all trials,
circumstances and opportunities.
Hebrews 10:39 -- But we are not of those who shrink back to destruction, but of those who
have faith to the preserving of the soul.
Hebrews 11:2 -- For by it the men of old gained approval.
(v. 5) -- by faith Enoch was taken up so that he should not see death...
(vv. 8,10) -- By faith Abraham, when he was called, obeyed...for he was looking for the city
which has foundations, whose architect and builder is God.
(vv. 24-26) -- By faith Moses...choosing rather to endure ill-treatment with the people of
God, than to enjoy the passing pleasures of sin; considering the reproach of Christ greater
riches than the treasures of Egypt; for he was looking to the reward.
(vv. 32-35) – What more shall I say?  For time will fail me if I tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson,
Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the prophets, who by faith conquered kingdoms,
performed acts of righteousness, obtained promises, shut the mouths of lion, quenched the
power of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, from weakness were made strong, became
mighty in war, put foreign armies to flight.  Women received back their dead by
resurrection; and others were tortured, not accepting their release, in order that they might
obtain a better resurrection.
Hebrews 11:16 -- But as it is, they desire a better country, that is a heavenly one. Therefore
God is not ashamed to be called their God; for He has prepared a city for them.

2. Greater Ability to Endure  
The ability to use whatever life throws at us, not only for our own benefit, but God’s.
Just as God causes all things to work together for good, the Christian too can learn to
rely on His Lord and turn all situations to something better.
Hebrews 12:1-3 -- Therefore, since we have so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, let
us also lay aside every encumbrance, and the sin which so easily entangles us, and let us run
with endurance the race that is set before us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and
perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame,
and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.  For consider Him who has endured
such hostility by sinners against Himself, so that you may not grow weary and lose heart.



3. A Greater Discipline from True Love
We all need discipline to grow properly, and God gives it to us in the purest and most
loving way.
Hebrews 12:10-11 -- For they disciplined us for a short time as seemed best to them, but He
disciplines us for our good, that we may share His holiness. All discipline for the
moment seems not to be joyful, but sorrowful; yet to those who have been trained by it,
afterwards it yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness.

4. A Greater Assembly  
The assembly is not only a gathering for a greater purpose, but also an assembly that
brings us into the presence of the greatest being and individuals that have ever existed.  
Hebrews 12:18, 22-24  -- For you have not come to a mountain that may be touched and to
a blazing fire, and to darkness and gloom and whirlwind.... But you have come to Mount
Zion and to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to myriads of angels,
to the general assembly and church of the first-born who are enrolled in heaven, and to God,
the Judge of all, and to the spirits of righteous men made perfect, and to Jesus, the mediator
of  a  new  covenant,  and to  the  sprinkled  blood,  which speaks better that the blood of
Abel.

5. A Greater Duty to God
An object is known not only by its usefulness, but also whom it has been useful to.  We
are God’s possession, instruments He has deemed useful to Him.  Our endeavor is to
make our selves as useful as possible in service to Him and in the spreading of His
gospel and the borders of His kingdom.
Hebrews 12:25-28 -- ...  And His voice shook the earth then, but now He has promised,
saying, “Yet once more I will shake not only the earth, but also the heaven.”  And this
expression, “Yet once more,” denotes the removal of those things which can be shaken, as of
created things, in order that those things which can not be shaken may remain.  Therefore,
since we receive a kingdom which cannot be shaken, let us show gratitude, by which
we may offer to God an acceptable service with reverence.

The Invitation
Hebrews 13:14-17 -- For here we do not have a lasting city, but we are seeking the city which
is to come.  Through Him then, let us continually offer up a sacrifice of praise to God, that
is, the fruit of lips that give thanks to His name.  And do not neglect doing good and sharing;
for with such sacrifices God is pleased.  Obey your leaders, and submit to them; for they keep
watch over yours souls, as those who will give account.  Let them do this with joy and not with
grief, for this would be unprofitable for you.


