
The Cart Before the Horse

Proverbs 24:27 -- Prepare your work outside, and make it ready for
yourself in the field; afterwards, then, build your house.

Introduction
1. There are many good people who, in their own way, try to please their Maker. They just

do not know what to do or how to do those things that will please the Lord.
2. In their efforts, they often put “the cart before the horse,” as the old saying goes. They

reverse the order in which the Bible reveals God’s will and plan.  They put the last before
the first in the plan of salvation.  This is done when man puts:

A. Belief Before Hearing the Gospel
1. Faith comes by hearing the Word.  If a person does not hear the Word of God he

cannot have faith that comes by hearing the Gospel.
 Romans 10:14-17 -- How then shall they call upon Him in whom they have not believed?
And how shall they believe in Him whom they have not heard?  And how shall they hear
without a preacher?  And how shall they preach unless they are sent?  Just as it is written,
“How beautiful are the feet of those who bring glad tidings of good things!”  However,
they did not all heed the glad tidings; for Isaiah says, “Lord, who has believed our report?”
So faith comes from hearing, and hearing by the word of Christ.

2. One must learn of God before he can have faith in Him.
 John 6:44-45 -- No one can come to Me, unless the Father who sent Me draws him; and I
will raise him up on the last day.  It is written in the prophets, “And they shall all be
taught of God.”  Everyone who has heard and learned from the Father, comes to Me.
• Paul told the Jailer to “believe on the Lord Jesus Christ,” (Acts 16:31).
• He could not believe until he heard the Word (Acts 16:32).

3. The Gentiles were to hear the words of the gospel then believe.
Acts 15:7 -- And after there had been much debate, Peter stood up and said to them,
“Brethren, you know that in the early days God made a choice among you, that by my
mouth the Gentiles should hear the word of the gospel and believe.”

B. Repentance Before Faith (Trust and Convection)
1. Those who believed John the Baptist’s message repented.

 Matthew 3:2 -- Repent for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.
 Mark 1:14-15 -- ...Jesus came into Galilee, preaching the gospel of God, and saying, “The
time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel.’

2. Those on the day of Pentecost believed before they repented.
 Acts 2:37-38 -- Now then they heard this, they were pierced to the heart, and said to Peter
and the rest of the apostles, “Brethren, what shall we do?” And Peter said to them,
“Repent, and let each of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of
your sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.
• Those hearing the gospel preached were pricked in their hearts.
• Those who believed the apostle’s words were told to repent.

C. Prayer Before Righteousness
1. The ears of the Lord are open to the prayers of the righteous.

 1 Peter 3:12 -- For the eyes of the Lord are upon the righteous, and His ears attend to their
prayer, but the face of the Lord is against those who do evil.
 



• God hears the person that worships Him and does His will (John 9:31).
• Unless a person is righteous and obedient, Christ will not hear him.

2. One must be a child of God for God to be his Spiritual Father.
 John 8:44, 47 -- You are of your father the devil, and you want to do the desires of your
father.  He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth, because
there is no truth in him.  Whenever he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own nature; for he is a
liar, and the father of lies...
 He who is of God hears the words of God; for this reason you do not hear them, because you
are not of God.

3. The prayer of a righteous man availeth much.
James 5:16 -- Therefore, confess your sins to one another, and pray for one another, so that
you may be healed.   The effective prayer of a righteous man can accomplish much.

D. Child of God Before Obeying the Gospel
1. The gospel is God’s power to save those that believe.

 Romans 1:16 -- For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation
to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.
• One cannot be a child of God until he obeys the gospel of Christ.
• It is the power of the gospel that makes one a child of God.  When he does what

the gospel commands him to do, then he can become His offspring.
2. Christ is the “author of eternal salvation unto all that obey Him.”

Hebrews 5:8-9 -- Although He was a Son, He learned obedience from the things which He
suffered.   And having been made perfect, He became to all those who obey Him the source of
eternal salvation.

E. Being In Christ Before Baptism
1. One must be in Christ to be saved.

 2 Timothy 2:10 -- For this reason I endure all things for the sake of those who are chosen,
that they also may obtain the salvation which is in Christ Jesus and with it eternal glory.
(See also 2 Timothy 1:1, Ephesians 1:3)

2. Baptism is that which puts one into Christ.
 Galatians 3:26-27 -- ...for all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed
yourselves with Christ.  (See also Colossians 2:9-13)
• One is not in Christ before he is baptized, because baptism is that which puts

one in Christ.
• Baptism saves and no one is saved out of Christ (Mark 16:16; 1 Peter 3:21).
• Baptism makes one a new creature in Christ (2 Corinthians 5:17).

F. Heaven Before Obedience
1. One must do all the will of Christ to go to heaven.

 Matthew 7:21 -- Not everyone who say to Me, “Lord, Lord,” will enter the kingdom of
heaven; but he who does the will of My Father who is in heaven.
 Matthew 28:20 -- Teaching them to observe all that I commanded you...

2. Jesus asked His disciples, “...Why do you call Me, Lord, Lord, and do not do the
things which I say?” (Luke 6:46).

3. We must do things the Lord’s way to be saved.  The Scriptures are our guide in all
that we do.  It is not enough to do just what God says.  We must do what He says
and in the way He says to do it.


