
Blessing God

James 3:8-10 -- But no one can tame the tongue; it is a restless evil
and full of deadly poison. With it we bless our Lord and Father; and
with it we curse men, who have been made in the likeness of God; from
the same mouth come both blessing and cursing...

Introduction: An Incredible Idea
1. We often read in the Scriptures of how God blesses us in so many wonderful ways; each

day and every minute.  Not with just special blessings only but with the continual gifts of
life itself; health, time, seasons, shelter, protection from our enemies, insight, guidance,
loving family and friends, opportunities and salvation.

2. In Hebrews 7:7, the writer makes the argument for the greater priesthood of Melchizedek
over the priesthood of Aaron from the example of Melchizedek blessing Abraham who
fathered Levi - “Without any dispute the lesser is blessed by the greater.”  Without any
dispute, God is greater than we are and we expect that blessings flow from the greater to
the lesser.

3. It therefore comes as a bit of a surprise to encounter some passages that speak of us, the
creation, blessing the Creator.  What could we possibly give to God that He needs or that
could be of help to Him?

 

A. Some Possible Suggestions
1. In some Scriptures the word “bless” is equivalent in meaning to the word “praise. “  

Praise is one thing we can give to God.  Especially for all the blessings He gives us.
2. Another possibility is that there are literally things we can do for God.  

• The obedience we can give to go along with our praise.  
• The work that we can do as His body here on earth.  
• The souls we can bring to Him for His joy and delight.  
•  The fruit from our labors, the harvest of the fields can be for His pleasure and

satisfaction.  
•  We can warm His heart with our sincere love and sacrifice for the things He

cherishes.
3. In the introductory passage (James 3:9) we can understand that a curse uttered from

the lips is both an expression of our feelings toward something or someone and our
wish for something evil to befall it or them. One might even take a hand in
accomplishing such a thing.  So too, a blessing is not only an expression of our feelings
of gratitude but is also a wish for something good which we might take a hand in
bringing about.  We see in Numbers 22:6 the power of the prophet Balaam for it was
said, “...he whom you bless is blessed, and he whom you curse is cursed.”

 

B. Examples in Application
1.   Blessing as Praise

• No one likes to constantly be doing for others without some sort of appreciation or
recognition, maybe even some gratitude.

• There are numerous examples in narratives or parables in the New Testament of
those who received some miraculous healing, yet they did not even thank God for
what He did.  The nine lepers is one such parable.

• In every instruction in prayer a common element is that of thanksgiving.  We can
praise and bless God just by being mindful of His work, compassion and love
toward us, not to mention His great patience and mercy on our behalf.

 

Psalm 103:1-5 -- “Bless the Lord, O my soul; and all that is within me, bless His holy name.
Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget none of His benefits; Who pardons all your iniquities;
Who heals all your diseases; Who redeems your life from the pit; Who crowns you with
lovingkindness and compassion; Who satisfies your years with good things, so that your
youth is renewed like the eagle.”



2.   Blessing to the Father as Obedient Children like Angels
• One of the greatest gifts any child can give their parents is to be obedient to their

wishes.
• Moreover, our parents seemed to love it when we made something with our own

hands to give to them.  
• What greater gift and blessing can we give the Lord than to make ourselves over in

His image.  As someone once said, imitation is the greatest form of flattery.
 

Psalm 103:19-22 -- “The Lord has established His throne in the heavens; and His
sovereignty rules over all.  Bless the Lord, you His angels, mighty in strength, who perform
His word, obeying the voice of His word!  Bless the Lord, all you His hosts, you who serve
Him, doing His will. Bless the Lord, all you works of His, in all places of His dominion; bless
the Lord, O my soul.”

 

3.   Blessing fellow Christians is doing for Christ
• Often in a large family, the older siblings are assigned the task of looking out after

their younger brothers and sisters.
• In this, the parent is placing great trust in the young person. It should be considered

an honor and privilege, as well as, a great stewardship.
• We can bless the Lord by looking out for His own.  By taking care of His family, He

tells us it is the same as taking care of Him.
 

Matthew 25:37-40 -- Then the righteous will answer Him, saying, “Lord, when did we see
You hungry, and feed You, or thirsty, and give you drink?  And when did we see You a
stranger, and invite You in, or naked, and clothe You?  And when did we see You sick, or in
prison, and come to You?”  And the King [The Son of Man (identified in Scripture as Jesus)
from verse 31] will answer and say to them, “Truly I say to you, to the extent that you did it
to one of these brothers of Mine, even the least of them, you did it to Me.”

 

C. Conclusion & Invitation
Even praise is not just something one should just say, like, “Praise the Lord!” as if that is
all there is to it.  But rather praise God by giving Him the glory in all things, especially in
the way you conduct your affairs and in your behavior in the presence of your fellow man.
    Bless God in your presence at service and in your devotion to worship.  Praise Him in
the knowledge you can attain and in the right thinking you can bring into the world to
make it a better place to live and raise up further generations in His nurture and
admonition and service.


