
TO BE LIKE CHILDREN
Matthew 18:3  -- ”... unless you are converted and become

      like children, you shall not enter the kingdom of God.”

A. Introduction:
1 .  Jesus’ disciples discussed many things among themselves while Jesus was with

them.  The one topic that they continued to argue about was “Who was the greatest
in the kingdom of heaven?”   

2. In order to settle this problem, Jesus took a child and placed him before them.  They
could not even enter the kingdom, He said, unless they were “converted and became
as little children.”  The greatest then, would be whoever humbled himself as a child.

3. If we aspire to be great in God’s kingdom, we too must be humble as children.    But
what does this entail?     Let us look at how a child is lowly that we may imitate its
tender spirit.

B. The Makings of a Child’s Greatness:
 1.  Children are Innocent.

 Deuteronomy 1:39 -- “Moreover, your little ones who you said would become a prey, and
your sons, who this day have not knowledge of good or evil, shall enter there, and I will give it
to them...”
 Isaiah 7:16  --  For before the boy will know enough to refuse evil and choose good,    the  land
 whose two kings you thread will be forsaken.
• We  are  not  and  cannot be  ignorant  of  right  and  wrong  as children,  for we are

already guilty of sin and accountable to God.
 Romans 3:23 -- for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.
 Acts 17:30-31 -- Therefore having overlooked the times of ignorance, God is now declaring
to men that all everywhere should repent, because He has fixed a day in which He will
judge the world...
 Romans 14:10,12 -- ...For we shall all stand before the judgment seat of God... then each
 one of us shall give account of himself to God.

• We can, though, become innocent of sin.  We can be converted as Jesus told His dis-
ciples to be converted.
 Acts 3:19 -- Repent therefore and return, that your sins may be wiped away, in order that
times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord.
 Acts 22:16 -- ...Arise and be baptized and wash away your sins, calling on His name.
 Colossians 2:13 -- And when you were dead in your transgressions and the
uncircumcision of your flesh, He made you alive together with Him, having forgiven us all
 our transgressions.

• We can be “as white as snow” (Isaiah 1:18; Psalms 51:7; Rev. 7:14).
 2.  Children are Dependent.

 Matthew 19:13-14 -- Then some children were brought to Him so that He might lay His
hands on them and pray; and the disciples rebuked them.  But Jesus said, “Let the children
alone, and do not hinder them from coming to Me;   for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such
 as these.”
• Children depend on others to take them somewhere.  Their needs and wants are

taken care of by others.  



• They depend on God to do what their parents cannot do.  They are protected by
God against the rebuke of others (see Matthew. 18:10).

• We also need to realize our dependence upon others, especially God.
a) “In Him we live and move and have our being.” (Acts 17:25-28).
b) Every good gift comes from Him (James 1:17).
c) He gives us all things to enjoy (1 Timothy 6:17).
d) He furnishes our basic needs in life (Matthew 6:11).
e) We need to be thankful (Philippians 4:6 verses Romans 1:21).
f) All spiritual blessings are in Him (Ephesians 1:3).

3.  Children are Submissive.
1 Peter 1:14   --  As obedient children,  do not be conformed to the former lusts which were
yours in your ignorance.
• Here the example is of good children.  We all need to overcome our willfulness.

Good children have done that, being in subjection to their parents as is God’s
command (Ephesians 6:1-2).

• We all need to follow Jesus’ example as an obedient Son.
Hebrews 5:8-9 -- Although He was a Son, He learned obedience from the things which He
suffered.        And having been made perfect,  He became to all those who obey Him the
source of eternal salvation.

4.  Children are Teachable.
• Children are generally ready and eager to be taught.  They look at life through

amazed eyes. They are filled with a thousand questions a day seeking to
understand the working and order of their world.

• We also should be learners of God’s truth in our world.
Psalms 1:2 -- But his delight is in the law of the Lord, and in His law he meditates
day and night.
1 Corinthians 8:2 -- If anyone supposes that he knows anything, he has not yet
known as he ought to know.
Hebrews 5:12  --  For though by this time you ought to be teachers,  you have need
again for someone to teach you the elementary principles...

5.  Children are Forgiving.
• Children have a generous, forgiving attitude.  They are ready to forgive wrongs,  

do not stay angry very long,   and soon forget about their disagreements and are
again playing together.

Ephesians 4:26, 32 -- Be angry and do not sin; do not let the sun go down on your
anger...  And be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving each other, just as God in
Christ also has forgiven you.


