
THE BIBLE AS:
A TEACHER’S MANUAL

Theme:  Seeing that His divine power has
granted to us everything pertaining to life and
godliness… (2 Peter 1:3)

  

  

Introduction:
1. It should be no surprise that the Bible is the best teacher’s manual that a person could

have.  The product of the mind of God, the One who gave man his languages (Genesis
11:9), has written a library of books using every aspect of language to appeal and
communicate to any people in any civilization in any time.

2. As one studies the Scriptures, he cannot help but see the many and varying techniques
used by God to get across His thoughts.  Especially is this evident in the gifts of the
Holy Spirit whereby they were given the ability to talk with anyone in any land and to
interpret what was said back to them (Acts 2:5-11; 1 Corinthians 12:10).

3. We also find in the Bible methods of communication beyond the many facets of speech,
some commonly used by teachers now, and some not able to be produced by man to
facilitate instruction of the mind, heart and spirit.

A. Some Methods of Teaching – Old and New
1. Early Instruction

• God first taught that one must get to a child early in their development in order
to set them on the right paths of behavior.

•  With this He also shows the use of putting things constantly before an
individual so that they are continuously reminded of what they should be doing.
Proverbs 22:6 -- Train up a child in the way he should go, even when he is old he will
not depart from it.
Deuteronomy 6:6-9 -- And these words, which I am commanding you today, shall be
on your heart; and you shall teach them diligently to your sons and shall talk of them
when you sit in your house and when you walk in the way and when you lie down and
when you rise up. And you shall bind them as a sign on your hand and they shall be
as frontals on your forehead.

2. Story Telling
•  What teacher does not teach the young with stories, especially of biblical

characters?
• Yet stories with a message are not just for the young.  Nathan uses a story in

order to get across to king David that he is both a murderer and an adulterer.
(See 2 Samuel 12:1-10)

3. Intriguing problems
• The use of interesting language tasks and dark sayings are used to engage the

mind and lure it into learning.
Proverbs 1:6 -- To understand a proverb and a figure, the words of the wise and their
riddles.

4. Acrostics
• The use of association, especially with acronyms to remember data.
• (See Psalms 119)

5. Psalms
• Jingles are an advertising technique that was used way before Madison Avenue

got involved in trying to inject things into the mind to be easily remembered.
• Both in the Old Testament in the form of Psalms and New Testament in the

form of singing, various metered rhythm has been used to instruct.



Colossians 3:16 -- Let the word of Christ richly dwell within you, with all wisdom
teaching and admonishing one another with psalms and hymns and spiritual songs,
singing with thankfulness in your hearts to God.

6. Acting Out
• Often the prophets of old, in order to communicate, not only God’s word, but

also God’s feelings, acted out certain scenarios for the people.
Ezekiel 4:12-13 -- And you shall eat it as a barley cake, having baked it in their sight
over human dung.  Then the Lord said, “Thus shall the sons of Israel eat their bread
unclean among the nations where I shall banish them.”  (See also Ezekiel 12:1-16)
Hosea 3:1 -- Then the Lord said to me, “Go again, love a woman who is loved by her
husband, yet an adulteress, even as the Lord loves the sons of Israel, though they turn
to other gods and love raisin cakes.”

7. Other
• Man is taught much of God through His interaction with man, as seen in the

form of prophesy, miracles, plagues, blessings and cursings.
• Also as Joel prophesied and Peter quoted: “Your sons and your daughters shall

prophesy, and your young men shall see visions and your old men shall dream
dreams.”

• Or when they do not listen, God will send them into captivity.
Isaiah 28:9-11 -- To whom would He teach knowledge?  And to whom would He
interpret the message?  Those just weaned from milk?  Those just taken from the
breast?  For He says, “Order on order, order on order, line on line, line on line, a little
here, a little there.”  Indeed, He will speak to this people through stammering lips and
a foreign tongue.

 

 B. Jesus as the Master Teacher
1. He had His own conditions for teaching

•  He was not a product of the system – Not as some claim, that He was
unorthodox or a radical.  He merely dealt with a system that had gone corrupt.

• He chose His own students – He pulled his students from their fishing boats,
their tax collecting ventures, and their zealous conspiracies.

• He was not restricted to a classroom – He taught on a mount or on a plain.  By
the water, on the water, and from the water.

• He used His own curriculum – Not burdened by the theological “cemeteries” of
the time, He brought the message (gospel) of the Father.  He knew His subject.

• He taught with authority – Because He did not go out on His own initiative
(John 5:19; 5:30; 8:42; 7:16-18; 12:44-50), but taught only what the Father
instructed Him, thus He taught with full authority (Matt. 7:29; John 5:26-27).

2. He understood His students
• He knew their capacities (John 16:12). Some things they were not able to bear.
• He used repetition effectively  (Matthew 13:24-52).  “The kingdom is like…”
• He encouraged earnestness – He explained things to those who really wanted to

know (John 3; Matthew 13:36; Mark 7:17).
• He ensured proper attitudes toward Himself – His closest students addressed

Him as “Master.”
• He established and maintained relationships between the students (John 13:34).

3. He controlled the class
• He maintained Interest – “Never man spoke as this man” (John 7:46).
• He was Patient, Self-controlled, and Self-disciplined (Matt. 18:22; 12:19; 1 John

3:16).
• He was Dignified (Matthew 3:14-15).  He never appears otherwise.
• He Led with Ability - …Didymus said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go,

that we may die with Him” (John 11:16).
• He gave Proper Recognition to the student (Matthew 19:14). Suffered children.

4. He asked questions
• Used as a point of contact – “Woman, why do you weep?” (John 20:15)



• To arouse interest and guide thought – “Which is easier to say, ‘Your sins are
forgiven,’ or ‘Rise up and walk?’” (Luke 5:22-23)

•  To examine an individual – “Where shall we buy bread to feed them?” He
asked Philip, and then we are told, “This He said to prove him….” (John 6:5)

5. He gave out assignments
•  He sent His closest disciples off to “Go… preach… baptize… teach….”

(Matthew 18:19-20).
• They learned from failures when they could not heal (Luke 9:40).
• Even Judas was given his task (John 13:27).

6. He corrected when needed
• He corrected wrong thinking – Peter often corrected (Matthew 16:23).
• He used deliberate silence, effective looks, implied rebuke (Matthew 15:22-23).
• He used stern rebuke also – As to the hypocritical Pharisees (Matthew 22:18).
• He warned of consequences – “Beware leaven of Pharisees” (Luke 12:1).
• He disciplined – (John 2; Matthew 21) When He calmly made the scourge to

drive the money-changers out of the temple. Eventually all the lawless will be
punished.

7. He used visual aids
• Novelty – the use of ordinary things in a new way.

The use of the image and superscription on a coin to answer the question as
whether to pay taxes or not (Matthew 22:20-22).  The use of a child to
demonstrate true humility (Matthew 18:2-4).

• His surroundings – The things all around the Lord and His disciples became
objects made use of for instruction.
The woman struggling to draw water was convenient for a lesson on “living
water” (John 4).  Or beholding the lilies of the field for an example of how the
Father takes care of all things (Matthew 6:28).

• Miracles – The use of the supernatural to stress a point.
Jesus’ very first miracle, turning water into wine, “Manifested His glory, and His
disciples believed on Him” (John 2:11).  Miracles were also used to expose
wrong teaching, as when the Lord healed on the Sabbath (Matthew 12:3ff).  The
raising of Lazarus (John 11) was proof for the teaching on the resurrection, that
Jesus is the Life, and it was also a condemnation of those who opposed the
teaching of the gospel.  So powerful was this that His opponents conspired to
kill Him and His visual aid (John 11:43).

• Himself as an example – To walk the talk is critical and proof of what one
teaches.
Because His life was so moral and true, He could say to His disciples, “Learn of
Me” (Matthew 11:29).  As an illustration of humility and service He washed the
disciple’s feet and told them, “I have given you an example, that you should do
as I have done to you” (John 13:15).  He stands as the example of the perfect
teacher and the perfect man.  He said that to truly be His disciple, we must
become as He is (Matthew 10:25).


