
THE BIBLE AS:
A LAW REFERENCE

Theme:  Seeing that His divine power has
granted to us everything pertaining to life and
godliness… (2 Peter 1:3)

  

     

Introduction:
1. What law is was pretty much agreed upon in the ancient world.  The various definitions

of law (nomos in the Greek) are attested to in the Bible as it was applied among the
Hebrews and even before them.  

2 .  The first purpose or meaning of “nomos”, as the Greeks understood it, was the
distribution of property, based upon collective agreement.  We see this among the Jews
as fair portions of land were distributed among the tribes.  Even before this in Egypt,
when the Nile overflowed twice a year, the first order of business was to determine who
owned what when the waters receded.  

3. As a consideration of rights began to grow, so did the definition of “nomos” to include
custom, usage, statute, law and order.  In the ancient world, what was legal, ethical and
religious were inseparable.  

4 .  Interestingly, as “laws of the land” began to grow, many Greek tragedies (like
Sophocles’ Antigone) were written to show the problem when laws stand against each
other, especially those man-made laws that stand against the divine or universal laws.

A. Law Among the Patriarchs
1. It may seem strange among many who call themselves Christians, especially among

those who think that all you have to do is believe (discounting deeds and even
obedience), but law and God have always been synonymous.

2. The Jews included the Book of Genesis in the five books of Law.  Yet Genesis deals
with the time of the patriarchs before the Law of Moses.

3. Concerning the Law of Marriage (in marriage one is bound to the law – Romans 7:1-
3), Jesus refers back to the beginning and God’s original intent (Matthew 19:3-9).

4. We know there was at least one law even in the Garden of Eden (Genesis 2:16-17),
yet more than this, all moral law seems to have been established from the beginning.

Romans 5:12-14 -- Therefore, just as through one man sin entered into the world, and
death through sin, and so death spread to all men, because all sinned - for until the Law sin
was in the world; but sin is not imputed when there is no law.  Nevertheless death reigned
from Adam until Moses, even over those who had not sinned in the likeness of the offense of
Adam, who is a type of Him who was to come.

5. There was also capital punishment (reestablished after the flood – Genesis 9:5-6)
for the crime of murder.

6. Along with these were regulations for sacrifices, as seen in the non-acceptance of
Cain’s offering, and a priesthood that taught, regulated and carried out sentencing.
Abraham bowed down to Melchizedek (Hebrew 7:1-10) who was of a priesthood
witnessed as being even greater than the Levi’s.  Note also that there were priests at
Sinai even before the Law was given (Exodus 19:22).

 

 B. The Law of Moses
1. The moral law was reaffirmed under the Mosaic Dispensation but other incidentals

not relevant to other covenants were added: i.e. certain sacrifices, festivals and
laws of cleanness.



2. Much of the Law is still helpful even today, for it defined tiered aspects of what
God wants us to consider in differing situations.  Jesus points this out when He says
that the priests violate the Sabbath and are innocent (Matthew 12:5), or Peter’s
statement before the Sanhedrin that we need to obey God rather than men.

3.  It helps make distinctions between murder and manslaughter (Exodus 21:12-18);
appoints just recompense for various losses (Exodus 21:26-36); and allows us to
decide about critical distinctions made today, like if an unborn child is a life or not
(Exodus 21:23).  

C. The Gospel (Law of Christ)
1. Too many people think of the gospel as just “good news.”  This definition does not

take in the whole scope of God’s intent.  A “gospel” is a rule of law.  That is why
both Peter (1 Peter 4:17) and Paul (2 Thessalonians 1:8) state that we have to
“obey” it!

2.  It is on the basis of this that it is referred to as the gospel “of the kingdom”
(Matthew 4:23; 9:35; 24:14).  There is no kingdom that exists without law.

3. Other passages in the New Testament directly relate to this aspect of law:
Romans 7:25 -- Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord!  So then, on the one
hand I myself with my mind am serving the law of God, but on the other, with my flesh
the law of sin.
Romans 8:2 -- For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law
of sin and death.
Galatians 6:2 -- Bear one another’s burdens, and thus fulfill the law of Christ.
James 1:25 -- But one who looks intently at the perfect law, the law of liberty, and abides
by it, not having become a forgetful hearer but an effectual doer, this man shall be blessed in
what he does.

4. Unique to the Bible is the addition of attitudes (Matthew 5-7) as part of law with
the ultimate motivation found in the fear of God (Romans 3:17-18).

5. Even though love is pervasive of the New Covenant, it is still a covenant implying
something to be followed and/or met.  Or as Jesus put it…

John 14:15 -- If you love Me, you will keep my commandments.

 D. Practical Uses & the Future
1. Besides being the law of the kingdom of God (the church), it has been the basis of

many other secular governments.  Obviously the Old Testament was used as the
theocracy of Israel.  Much of it even today.

2. By the third century it became the state religion of the Roman Empire and remains
an essential guide for the Vatican.

3. In the even more corrupted form of the Koran, it is the foundation for many Muslim
countries.

4. In 900 A.D., at the directive of Alfred the Great, it was the source for what was to
become British Common Law and incorporated into the Magna Charter at a later
time, still used in many once British dominated countries.

5. The founding fathers of the United States of America used it as the rule of law for
the new republic after first being used by Thomas Jefferson for the constitution of
Virginia.

6. Law and government are God’s gift to man (Romans 13:1-7), and the closer we can
pattern our laws after the divine revelation, the more moral and just they will be.

7. For the future, as men labor to remove the Bible and God from government, it may
come time to adopt a new Constitution.   If our constitution could be improved, it
would be by basing it on the New Testament instead of the Ten Commmandments,
and by adding qualifications for our rulers as the Scriptures do for Elders and
Deacons. Truly the Bible has everything that pertains to life.


