
     AUTHORITY   -   5: EXAMPLES   
James 5:10 -- As an example, brethren, of suffering and patience,
take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord.

     

Introduction:
1. An example  is a description of the conduct or activity that acts as a pattern that

we may imitate or avoid. However there are several questions that must be
addressed.

a. Is a certain example good or bad?
b. Is the example an example of an action or of an attitude?
c. Is the example a binding example of a specific command or an example of a

generic option (therefore not binding)?

2. As an illustration, the following passage has been used for its supposed binding
example of many things.

Acts 20:7-8 -- And on the first day of the week, when we were gathered together to
break bread, Paul began talking to them, intending to depart the next day, and he
prolonged his message until midnight.  And there were many lamps in the upper room
where we were gathered together.

a.  Meeting only in an upper room.
b.  Having just a single service with no Bible classes.
c.  Worshipping only in the evening or only on Sunday.
d.  The authority for lights and other aids to worship.
e.  Meeting on the first day of the week.
Which are truly binding examples with specific authority? Which are examples of
generic authority options? Which may be neither and how do you tell the
difference?

Classes of Examples:
1. An example not applicable because of who did it, what is done, where it is done,

or when it was done.  

Acts 19:11-12 -- And God was performing extraordinary miracles by the hands of
Paul, so that handkerchiefs or aprons were even carried from his body to the sick, and
the diseases left them and the evil spirits went out.

a. Because an apostle, who is given the ability to work miracles, does not mean
that we can.  Though many faith-healers today try.

b. The example here is termed extraordinary, perhaps even for Paul.
c. There is also the example (verses 13-16) of others who tried to do it with

disastrous results.

2.  Examples of improper conduct
1 Corinthians 10:6 -- Now these things were our examples, to the intent we should
not lust after evil things, as they also lusted.



3.  Examples of proper conduct or attitude.
James 5:10 -- As an example, brethren, of suffering and patience, take the prophets who
spoke in the name of the Lord.
John 13:14-15 -- If I then, the Lord and the Teacher, washed your feet, you also ought
to wash one another’s feet.  For I gave you an example that you also should do as I did
to you.”

a. From this second verse, many have concluded that we literally need to wash
each other’s feet.

b. From verse 16, though, we understand He was saying they were to have an
attitude of humility for “the one who is sent is not greater than the one who
sent him” and v. 18 “I do not speak of all of you.”

4.  Examples carrying out specific commands.
These are binding examples since they show people doing specifically what they
were directed to do.

Romans 15:26 -- For Macedonia and Achaia have been pleased to make a contribution
for the poor among the saints in Jerusalem.
1 Corinthians 16:1 -- Now concerning the collection for the saints [at Jerusalem v.3],
as I directed the churches of Galatia, so do you also.

Note:  The specific commands that carry down to us today are to give and to
take care of needy saints.  We would not have to specifically give to the church in
Jerusalem.  For one, it is no longer there.

5.  Examples exercising generic options.
These are descriptions of people’s choices, where specific commands left certain
details unspecified and open.  Using the illustration of assembling, it is specified
to assemble, however, the where, when, and how in many ways are up to the
members. Thus, in Acts 20:7-8 we are looking at options that do not exclude
other choices.

Hebrews 10:25 -- Not forsaking our own assembling together, as is the habit of some...

6.  Examples of Binding actions without apparent specific instructions.
Here the authority is determined from the example alone.  “That is, there would
be absolutely no statement, either spelled out in detail or by necessary
conclusion, on that point.  Though I believe this principle is true, I am increasingly
hard pressed to find an instance of it in the Bible.”                      
                                                    -- Maurice Barnett, Understanding Bible Authority


