
                       THE ANTICHRIST & 666
1 John 2:18 -- Children, it is the last hour; and just as you heard
that antichrist is coming...

Introduction   

1. The concept of an Antichrist [literally one who stands in the place of, or against
Christ] is a product of New Testament literature.  Speculations by many as to who
this “individual” might be have been varied and persistent.   Some thought he was
personified in the person of Antiochus IV Epiphanes, others in Pompey, Herod the
Great, Caligula, Nero, or Domitian.  

2. Many have thought him to be the Pope, Mohammed or a personage or creature still
to come to issue in the end of the world, represented by the beast in the book of
Revelation 13 and popularized by Hollywood in numerous horror movies.  

3. A simple and contextual reading, however, of the Scriptures shows the Antichrist to
be none of these.

A. The Antichrist and His Doctrine
1 John 2:18 -- Children, it is the last hour; and just as you heard that antichrist is coming,
even now many antichrists have arisen; from this we know that it is the last hour.

1. We have in this section all the Scriptures that pertain to the antichrist.  There are
five references and all contained in the books of 1st & 2nd John.  

2. You will note that in 1 John 2:18, that the singular “antichrist” and the plural
“antichrists” are used interchangeably.  We draw from this that not just one
individual is intended, but any who possess the qualities and beliefs described
qualifies as “an” antichrist.

3. From the passages listed below one can gather that an antichrist is one who
teaches against what Christ has already taught and is thus a “liar.”  These are
the ones who at one time had been Christians, but withdrew themselves because
of their false doctrines (see 1 John 2:19).

 1 John 2:22 -- Who is the liar but the one who denies that Jesus is the Christ?  This is the
antichrist, the one who denies the Father and the Son.
 2 John 7 -- For many deceivers have gone out into the world, those who do not
acknowledge Jesus Christ as coming in the flesh.    This is the deceiver and the antichrist.
 

4. An antichrist is one who denies that Jesus is “the Christ” [Greek term for the
Hebrew ‘Messiah’, the anointed one promised by God] (1 John 2:20).  It is also
one who denies that Jesus was the Son of God, that He came in the flesh, and
thereby also denies the Father who sent Him (see 1 John 2:23 & 3:23).

 1 John 4:1-3 -- Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they
are from God; because many false prophets have gone out into the world.  By this you know
the Spirit of God: every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from
God; and every spirit that does not confess Jesus is not from God; and this is the spirit of
the antichrist, of which you have heard it is coming, and now it is already in the world.
 

5. The antichrists are also described as “false prophets” whose doctrines need to
be tested.  The main test is whether they confess “that Jesus Christ has come in
the flesh”, that is, that the Son of God, the Word, came to earth as a man (See
John 1:1-2, 14).  This is a concept the Gnostics of the first century especially had
a problem with.



6. Note too, that John specifically states that the antichrists are already in the world
at that time, thus  “The Antichrist” is not something still to come.  There is no
Damian, or Omen, and Hollywood has it all wrong.

B. The Man of Perdition
2 Thessalonians 2:3-9 -- Let no one in any way deceive you, for it will not come [the day
of the Lord, v. 2] unless the apostasy [falling away, possible reference 1 Timothy 4:1ff]
comes first, and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the son of destruction, who opposes and
exalts himself above every so-called god or object of worship, so that he takes his seat in the
temple of God, displaying himself as being God.  Do you remember that while I was still
with you, I was telling you these things?  And you know what restrains him now, so that
in his time he may be revealed.  For the mystery of lawlessness is already at work; only he
who now restrains will do so until he is taken out of the way.  And then that lawless one
will be revealed whom the Lord will slay with the breath of His mouth and bring to an end
by the appearance of His coming; that is, the one whose coming is in accord with the
activity of Satan, with all power and signs and false wonders.

1. The man of perdition [destruction] seems to be more specific and thus not an
allusion to the antichrist, although he does oppose God.

2. He seems to fit more the first beast in Revelation 13 and so to be a reference to
one of the Caesars of Rome.  Jesus there, is said to destroy him with the breath
[sword, gospel] of His mouth.

3. The second beast of Revelation 13 seems to more properly fit the description of
the false spirit of the antichrist.  This second beast is identified with the Jewish
religious hierarchy of the time (Rev. 14:3), and representing itself to be from God,
while in reality serves the Romans.  In this passage the 144,000 Jews are
purchased from the earth – the rest of the Jews, or those of the earth who follow
after the beast (Revelations 13:3), and not purchased to be saints.

Revelation 13:4ff -- ...worshipped the dragon, because he gave his authority to the beast...
and it was given to him to make war with the saints and to overcome them... and all who
dwell on the earth will worship him... and I saw another beast come up out of the earth...
and he deceives those who dwell on the earth...
Revelations 19:15 -- And from His [Christ’s] mouth comes a sharp sword, so that with it
He may smite the nations...

C. The Significance of 666
Revelation 13:18 -- Here is wisdom.  Let him who has understanding calculate the
number of the beast, for the number is that of a man; and his number is six hundred and
sixty-six.

1. All John is trying to convey with this number is that the beast is not of divine
origin.  It is a number that falls far short of what would be the perfect divine
number of seven hundred and seventy-seven or those who are sent from God.

2. It also signifies that the beast, or Jewish problem of the time, is no longer
representative of God (i.e. the Sanhedrin, Pharisees, Sadducees, those Jewish
Christians who are pushing circumcision on Gentiles).  They are the ones that we
see constantly giving Paul troubles in his effort to evangelize the various cities of
the world.

3. If anything, they are those who are of the synagogue of Satan.  Use the term
“Satan” in its original definition of adversary.  His mark or name (Rev. 13:15-17)
is merely a way of saying he knows those who support him, just as the mark of
God is representative of the Lord knowing those who are His – Christians.


