
                           ADORNING THE GOSPEL 

Titus 2:10 -- ....but showing all good faith that they may adorn
the doctrine of God our Savior in every respect.

Introduction
1. People are often judged by the clothes they wear.  Judah thought Tamar was a harlot

because of the clothes and veil she wore (Genesis 38:14-15).  The “rich man” showed
his social status by being clothed in “purple and fine linen” (Luke 16:19).    

2. However, God does not look on the outward appearance, but on the heart (1 Samuel
16:7).  It is incumbent upon the elect of God to be clothed (in a figurative and literal
sense) in the right fashion.  In the Bible, those characteristics required in a Christian’s
life are compared to one putting on articles of clothing.  In other words, we are to put
on those proper qualities as ornaments to adorn the gospel.

A. Adornment
1 Peter 3:5  -- For in this way in former times the holy women also, who hoped in God,
used to adorn themselves,  being submissive to their own husbands.

1. Adornment means to “arrange, to put in order.” When Christians live lives
according to God’s word, they show God’s wisdom through their behavior.

2. Peter expresses the sentiment that good works and proper conversation please
God and glorify all that is right.

1 Peter 2:12 -- Keep your behavior excellent among the Gentiles, so that in the thing in
which they slander you as evildoers, they may on account of your good deeds, as they
observe them, glorify God in the day of visitation.  
1 Peter 4:11 -- Whoever speaks, let him speak, as it were, the utterances of God; whoever
serves, let him do so as by the strength which God supplies; so that in all things God may
be glorified through Jesus Christ...

B. Ornaments that Adorn the Gospel
Colossians 3:12-14 -- And so, as those who have been chosen of God, holy and beloved,
put on a heart of compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience; bearing with one
another, and forgiving each other, whoever has a complaint against anyone; just as the Lord
forgave you, so also should you. And beyond all these things put on love, which is the
perfect bond of unity.

Paul commands Christians to put on those certain characteristics that befit them.
The ornaments that adorn the gospel, with which we are to decorate our lives, are as
follows:

1. Heart of Compassion
• The Greek word actually is not heart, but bowels or intestines, yet you get the

idea.  It is to come from deep within us.
•  What “it” is, is the ability to suffer with one in distress.  It is to be

empathetic enough to sense another’s pain, to feel for them.  This also helps
one to know what to do to properly help them in their time of sorrow.

Romans 12:15-16 -- Rejoice with those who rejoice, and weep with those who weep.
Be of the same mind toward one another, do not be haughty of mind, but associate with
the lowly.



2. Kindness
•  This term carries with it the idea of gentleness.  One translator renders it

“sweetness of disposition.”  
•  The Christian is to decorate his life with good manners and good works,

rather than rudeness and uncouthness.  It does not mean, though, that one is
to put up with error.  Note what Paul says about the kindness of God.

Romans 2:4 -- Or do you think lightly of the riches of His kindness and forbearance
and patience, not knowing that the kindness of God leads you to repentance.

3. Humility
• One lexicographer defines the term as, “having a humble opinion of one’s self;

a deep sense of one’s (moral) littleness; modesty, lowliness of mind.”
• Although some thought that Paul was arrogant, this was a misreading of his

personality.  Note the following explanation he gave to the Ephesian elders...

Acts 20:18-19 -- And when they had come to him, he said to them, “You yourselves
know, from the first day that I set foot in Asia, how I was with you the whole time,
serving the Lord with all humility and with tears and with trials which came upon me
through the plots of the Jews.

4. Gentleness
• Gentleness must not be confused with passiveness or weakness.  The word

means “evenness of mind, firmness of mind.” It denotes power under control,
like that of a wild horse that has been broken to ride or to pull a wagon.

• It is enduring injury with patience and without resentment.  Jesus was meek
and gentle, yet he ran the moneychangers out of the temple (John 2:13-17),
and rebuked the Pharisees (Matt. 23).

Matthew 11:29  --  “Take My yoke upon you, and learn from Me, for I am gentle and
humble in heart; and you shall find rest for your souls.

5. Patience
• The term means to be of firm spirit, to be patient and enduring.  We must not

be weak and lose heart though distress and discouragement may come our
way (Revelation 2:10).

• Jesus gives us five motives for putting on patience (Matthew 10:24-33).  1.
We will not suffer more than our Master.  2.  We will all be exposed some-
day.  3.  We must fear God rather than man.  4.  We should remember the
value of man in God’s sight.  5. We will be approved by Christ someday if we
are faithful.  (See Hebrew 12:1-2)

6. Bearing and Forgiving
•  Christians are to bear with all in their inconsistencies and peculiarities,

because we have a spiritual kinship that is far greater (Galatians 3:26-27;
Matthew 12:46-50).

• Even in quarrels we are to harbor no malice, be ready to do good, be ready to
forgive, and afterwards treat others kindly.  (See Hebrews 8:12)

7. Love
• Paul says we are to put love “above all things.” This is the crowning act.
• Love bonds all the “garments” of a Christian into a complete whole.  Without

love, a Christian is not fully “dressed.”


