
Add to Your Faith – 4 (Love)

2 Peter 1:5-8 -- Now for this very reason also, applying all diligence, in
your faith supply… in your brotherly kindness, love. For if these qualities
are yours and are increasing, they render you neither useless nor unfruitful
in the true knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Introduction
1. This last lesson of the series is the capstone of our list and is of vital importance, not only

to the graces that must be added to our faith, but also as a precursor to the lessons to
follow on Christian Courtesies and Familial Relationships.

2. Not only is the quality of love the last thing to be added to faith to make it a true faith, it
is also what is added to make the Christian nature complete.  Love is what truly makes
one God-like, distinctly partaking of the Divine Nature.

3. Also, Peter adds some special cautions at the end of this list.  Things for our consideration
in both a living and fruitful sense, and also in a warning and critical sense. These things are
not just “nice,” they are life and death itself.

A. Love Expands Brotherly Kindness
•  Where brotherly love is the peculiar affection one may have toward his fellow

Christians, agape, the Greek word for love, is the love for all mankind, or humanity in
general.  It is the type of attitude God shows for all His creation.
Matthew 5:43-45 -- You have heard that it was said, “You shall love your neighbor, and
hate your enemy.”  But I say to you, love your enemies, and pray for those who persecute you
in order that you may be sons of your Father who is in heaven; for He causes His sun to rise on
the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous.

B. Love Defined (1 Corinthians 13)
1. Suffers Long:  The power to hold the mind long at something.

• It is patience toward the weaknesses and failures of men because they are human
and foible.  It understands that men are immature in spirit, frail in flesh, and
subject to temptation.

• With a true sense of value, love knows no greater tragedy than the loss of a soul
abandoned to be lost to eternity.                    

2. Kind
• Love endures under provocation and persecution and returns only a gentle and

amiable spirit.
 2 Timothy 2:24 -- And the Lord’s bondservant must not be quarrelsome, but be kind to
all, able to teach, patient when wronged.
 Romans 12:20 -- But if your enemy is hungry, feed him, and if he is thirsty, give him a
drink; for in so doing you will heap burning coals upon his head.

3. Does not Envy
• Love is for the success, prosperity, and happiness of others, unselfishly.
• It does not resent, i.e. Joseph’s brothers, Haman, Saul of David.

4. Not Vaunts Self or Puffs Up
• Love never makes the accomplishments of others unfavorable or unimportant.
• It never bloats or inflates itself out of proportion.

 Romans 12:3 -- For through the grace given to me I say to every man among you not to
think more highly of himself than he ought to think; but to think so as to have sound
judgment...

5. Not Behave Unseemly
• Love inspires a propriety of conduct that is unwilling to give offense in deed or

speech.  It does not behave unbecomingly and introduces civility into conversation
and guards against harshness, bad manners, and hurt feelings.  

• On the other hand, self-love betrays a lack of concern for others in bad manners
and offensive conduct.  



6. Not Seeks Own
 1 Corinthians 10:24, 32-33 -- Let no one seek his own good, but that of his neighbor...Give
no offense either to Jews or to Greeks or to the church of God; just as I also please all men in all
things, not seeking my own profit, but the profit of the many, that they may be saved.
• “The extent to which we become godlike can be seen by the degree to which we

become unselfish.” -- F. W. Mattox
7. Not Provoked

• Love does not lose its temper; it is not irritable, sour, or bitter.
• It always distinguishes between the sinner and his sin.  Is not resentful.

Proverbs 16:32 -- He who is slow to anger is better than the mighty, and he who rules his
spirit, than he who captures a city.

C. Spiritual Blindness Unto Death
• Gratitude is the mother of all virtues.  The Christian who has forgotten the cleansing

from his old sins is the worst kind of ingrate.  He has forgotten the greatest possible
Blesser at the greatest possible cost.

• The Christian who shuts his eyes to these requirements, and fails to increase, will walk
blindly to his death.  

E. Love Defined (Continued)
8. Does Not Keep a Ledger of Evil

 Romans 12:19 -- Never take your own revenge, beloved, but leave room for the wrath of God,
for it is written, “Vengeance is Mine, I will repay,” says the Lord.
• “Hatred looks for hidden and evil motives behind even the good which we may do.

It causes an individual to misconstrue what we say and give the worst possible
meaning... when only good was intended.”                         -- George H. Stephenson                                   

9. Rejoices in Truth not Unrighteousness
• Love shares the joy of truth’s triumph over evil in any person.

 3 John 4 -- I have no greater joy than this, to hear of my children walking in the truth.
• “A Christian can stand up for the truth and show that he is opposed to all forms

of iniquity without gloating over a sinner’s misfortune.”                -- Fred B. Walker
10. Bears All Things

 1 Peter 4:8 -- Above all, keep fervent in your love for one another, because love covers a
multitude of sins.
• Stego means to “cover over” for the purpose of sheltering.  Whatever faults or

failures love sees in others it never mentions it to others unless duty and good
conscience demand it.

11. Believes All Things
• Love is not without the ability to see wrong in a person’s life.  It is not ignorant of

the devil’s devices (2 Corinthians 2:11) and is matured to discern good and evil
(Hebrews 5:14). Love puts the best possible construction on other’s conduct.  

12. Hopes All Things
• Love hopefully anticipates the repentance of sinners.  It believes in the potential for

good in all men knowing the power of God’s word and the strength of His nature.
13. Endures All Things

• Endurance is the ability to take something that has gone wrong and use it for what
is good.  Love is able to do this in “all things.” Love continues always to work for
another’s good no matter how much evil is suffered.  

F. Making Sure Your Calling
• There is a world of difference between the Christian who gives the more diligence to

make his calling and election sure and the lazy indolent Christian who does not care.
• The Jews under the Old Covenant thought because they were born Jews they were the

chosen people. They did not pay attention to the “IF” that began so many promises.  
• Peter has the same condition.  “IF these qualities are yours and are increasing...” you

will be “useful”, “fruitful”, and “abundantly supplied for entrance into the kingdom.”


