
Add to Your Faith – 3 (Godliness, Brotherly Kindness)

2 Peter 1:5-7 -- Now for this very reason also, applying all diligence, in your
faith supply…in your perseverance, godliness; and in your godliness, brotherly
kindness.

Introduction
1. We all know people who have a sense of decency about them, but who profess no faith in

a higher power.  They recognize some need of submission to moral law, but they fail to
recognize and reverence the author of all such law.

2. Also in a society whose philosophy is crassy materialistic, in which the physical is given
precedence over the spiritual, and beset by thousands of distractions, temptations, and
allurements, it is easy for the Christian to find himself with neither the time nor the
disposition to do what is necessary for growth in godliness.  It cannot be this way!

A. Defining Godliness
1 Timothy 6:11 -- But flee from these things, you man of God; and pursue righteousness,
godliness, faith, love, perseverance and gentleness.
• Notice that godliness is distinguished from righteousness that is a god-like action.
•  Godliness denotes the grounds of that action.  The truly religious person, one who

possesses godliness, obeys moral law because of his respect and reverence for its
divine giver.  He is religious because his life is bound to God by faith and love.
Godliness is God-ward-ness.

• Godliness cannot exist in a vacuum.  A spiritually empty life is an irreverent life, one
“holding a form of godliness, but denying the power of it.”

B. How Godliness Relates to the Other Graces
 Romans 8:28 -- We know that God causes all things to work together for good to those that love
God, to those who are called according to His purpose.
 “It is not one of the earliest graces; it comes in after much progress has been described.
There is profound significance in this.  In the beginning of the Christian life, men are almost
sure to be prayerful.  The ‘exceeding great and precious promises’ are in their hearts; the
strain of penitence drives them to God; personal imperfection is bitterly felt, and they are
compelled to pray for the grace to live a better life.  But when they have reached somewhat
of excellency; when their will is disciplined, and pure desires are theirs; when they are
home in the study of the gospel; there is great danger of suffering from undevoutness.
Gradually a change is evident; their heart grows hard, self-consciousness and pride
destroy the sweetness of their life. For want of heavenly motive they are impatient; for
want of heavenly aim they are self-indulgent.”   -- James Hastings

C. Developing Godliness
1 Timothy 4:7-8 -- But have nothing to do with worldly fables fit only for old women.  On the
other hand, discipline yourself for the purpose of godliness; for bodily discipline is only of little
profit, but godliness is profitable for all things, since it holds promise for the present life and also
for the life to come.
• What the faithful Christian desires is a greater realization of God’s presence in his life,

a deeper sense of His majesty, holiness, and power.
1.  Bible Study -- It is entirely incongruous that one should have a reverence for God

without knowing His nature.  The Christian should not only be concerned about the
Book, but also about the God of the Book.  To know God is to know His glory, to know
His name...
Exodus 34:6-7 -- Then the Lord passed by in front of him [Moses] and proclaimed, “The
Lord, the Lord God, compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in
lovingkindness and truth; who keeps loving kindness for thousands, who forgives iniquity,
transgression and sin; yet He will by no means leave the guilty unpunished…



2. Meditation -- It is not sufficient to learn just the facts of God. To develop godliness
one must think about God and imitate Him; he must trace every experience and
blessing back to his Creator.
Psalms 4:4 -- Tremble and do not sin; meditate in your heart upon your bed, and be still.
Offer the sacrifices of righteousness, and trust in God.

3. Worship -- Worship is the paying of homage and respect to God, the prostrating of self
before the throne of God’s grace, the communion of the human spirit with the Divine.
The spirit of godliness makes for acceptable worship, and such worship contributes to
the development of godliness.           

D. Brotherly Kindness as a Test of Our Discipleship
• Godliness must be modified with “brotherly love” in order to be outgoing, warm, and

dynamic.  It keeps godliness from becoming a morose, habitually solitary life style
without courteousness or kindness to one’s fellow man.

• It also demands a greater significance to those who are our brothers and sisters in
Christ. “So then, while we have opportunity, let us do good to all men, and especially to
those who are of the household of the faith” (Galatians 6:10).
John 13:35 -- By this all men will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one
another.

• In our religious self-centeredness and egotism, we attempt to prove to the world that
we are the church, true followers of Christ, but we do this by appealing to the
soundness of our teaching and Biblical pattern of our worship and practice, instead of
demonstrating it by our brotherly affection to one another. The world cannot tell that
we love one another merely because we say we do, but by our actions.

E. Elements of Brotherly Kindness
1. No Distinctions

• God shows no partiality in His love for His own, and neither must we.
• Everyone who has come to Christ is a precious Christian brother, regardless.

Colossians 3:11 -- A renewal in which there is no distinction between Greek and Jew,
circumcised  and uncircumcised,  barbarian,  Scythian, slave and freeman, but Christ is all,
and in all.

2.  Unity of the Spirit
1 Corinthians 1:10 -- Now I exhort you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that
you all agree, and there be no divisions among you, but you be made complete in the same
mind and in the same judgment.
• Love is the only real bond of unity in the church.  Although we are bound together

in our teachings, love is the vital element for agreement in the application.
• For example, it is possible for a man and woman to be lawfully married, live in the

same house, live and eat and sleep together in the same house, be together in a
thousand things, and yet quarrel and bicker with intense hatred for one another.

• So too, brethren in Christ can come together in the same building, engage in the
same acts of worship,  invoke  the blessings of God in prayer, and yet “bite and
devour one another.” (Galatians 5:15)

3.  Fellowship
1 John 1:7 -- but if we walk in the light as He Himself is in the light, we have fellowship with
one another, and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin.
• The loving Christian is never satisfied with any disagreement between himself and

his brethren in Christ.  He hates all enmity and strife, but the goal he constantly
labors for is fellowship, not disfellowship.

•  Because he cares for others, he attends the services, all services, of the local
congregation, to enjoy the sweet fellowship of his brethren. [Neander & Tertullian]


