
Add to Your Faith – 1 (Moral Excellence, Knowledge)

2 Peter 1:4-5 -- … in order that by them you might become partakers of the divine
nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world by lust. Now for this very
reason also, applying all diligence, in your faith supply moral excellence, and in your
moral excellence, knowledge...

Introduction
1. The list of qualities that need to be added to our faith begins appropriately with the quality

of virtue.  If you notice the context of our study you will realize that this list is a call to take
on the “divine nature” (v.4), a call to the glory and excellence of God (v.3).  The
“excellence” of God is the same word (arete) for “virtue” or “moral excellence” in verse five.

2. “Virtue” is manhood, prowess, and valor.  In a moral sense it is goodness, excellence, and
uprightness.  It is the foundation for the maintaining of faith, the motivational pride to be
always better, and the quality of manliness that inspires respect even in one’s enemies.

3. It is set forth as that which is opposite to the false prophets in chapter two who sneak
around introducing destructive heresies, and cowardly denying the Lord (2:1).

A. True Manliness (Adultness)
1.  To the Greeks and Romans of the time, virtue was synonymous with manhood and

heroism.  The efficient, energetic, and hard fighting soldier exemplified this excellence.
2. It was in the thick of battle, arrayed against the enemy and facing the dangers of injury

and death, that true manliness showed itself.  It is significant that the derivation of the
word arete is from Ares, the Greek god of war.  Thus as admonition for Christians...
1 Corinthians 16:13 -- Be on the alert, stand firm in the faith, act like men, be strong.
1 Timothy 1:18 -- This command I entrust to you, Timothy, my son, in accordance with the
prophecies previously made concerning you, that by them you may fight the good fight.
1 Timothy 6:12 -- Fight the good fight of faith; take hold of the eternal life to which you were
called, and you made the good confession in the presence of many witnesses.
2 Timothy 2:3 -- Suffer hardship with me, as a good soldier of Christ Jesus.

3. The world is apt to think that followers of Christ are weak and effeminate in affections,
in personality, and in attitude.  Christians must therefore manifest a faith that is strong,
energetic, and able to overcome the world in the strength of the Lord.

B. Christian Courage
1. Among the Romans, virtue was true military heroism in its highest form, to courageously

face the conflict no matter how strong the opposition.
2. As someone once pointed out, the Roman soldier’s armor only covered his front portions

because he would never think to offer his backside in retreat. [In Fox’s Book of Martyrs
there is recounted the highly decorated Roman Legion which had become Christian and
died to the man rather than bow to Caesar as god.]

3. We see this same kind of courage in the lives of the men of God as they faced such odds
that would make even a Roman soldier blanche.
Hebrews 11:32-37 -- … who by faith conquered kingdoms, performed acts of righteousness,...
shut the mouths of lions, quenched the power of fire,.. became mighty in war, put foreign armies
to flight...tortured not accepting their release... scourgings... chains and imprisonment. They
were stoned, they were sawn in two,... put to death by the sword...
Luke 9:51 -- And it came about, when the days were approaching for His ascension [and
crucifixion], that He resolutely set His face to go to Jerusalem.
John 19:5  -- Jesus therefore came out, wearing the crown of thorns and the purple robe.  And
Pilate [aptly] said to them, “Behold, the Man!”

C. Professing and Living the Faith
Matthew 10:32-33 -- Everyone therefore who shall confess Me before men, I will also confess him
before My Father who is in heaven.  But whoever shall deny Me before men, I will deny him before
My Father who is in heaven.



Hebrews 13:5-6 -- Let your character be free from the love of money, being content with what you
have; for He Himself has said, “I will never desert you, nor will I ever forsake you,” so that we
confidently say, “The Lord is my helper, I will not be afraid.  What shall man do to me?”

D. Desire for Truth
1. Jesus at one point told His disciples that the truth would set them free (John 8:32). Just

generally speaking, freedom abounds where knowledge exists. Ignorance produces
tyranny, fear, and prejudice.  Curtailment of knowledge and science by church and state
led men into the Dark Ages. The refusal to submit to oppression in the search for
knowledge brought forth the Renaissance of learning.

2. The true knowledge, however, that does man the most good, is the knowledge of God.
Though men have sought God out, it has resulted in infidelity, idolatry, and apostasy if
it has not been through the revelation of Jesus Christ.

3. The exacting knowledge of God is an invaluable contribution to the diligence, faith, and
virtue we have already talked about. The Jews had a “zeal” for God but it was not
according to knowledge (Romans 10:2), and our own “faith” comes from hearing the
word of God (Romans 10:17).  Plato said, “Better to be unborn than untaught, for
ignorance is the root of misfortune.”

4. The Greek word for knowledge is gnosis.  It is broad in its scope of meaning, starting
with the seeds of desire for learning to the practical and artful application of wisdom.
Matthew 7:7 -- Ask, and it shall be given to you; seek, and you shall find; knock, and it shall
be opened to you.

E. Comprehension of Truth
Proverbs 14:8 -- The wisdom of the prudent is to understand his way…
1. The moral coward does not want honest answers to the moral problems of life insofar as

honest answers mean unpleasant or disturbing responsibilities.
2. One needs answers that will help him escape from the harsh realities of living in a world

of sin.  The coward and slothful find it easier to be ignorant rather than to be informed.
Proverbs 14:15-16 -- The naive believes everything, but the prudent man considers his steps.
A wise man is cautious and turns away from evil, but a fool is arrogant and careless.
1 Thessalonians 5:21 -- But examine everything carefully; hold fast to that which is good...
Ephesians 5:15-17 -- Therefore be careful how you walk, not as unwise men, but as wise,
making the most of your time, because the days are evil. So then do not be foolish, but
understand what the will of the Lord is.

F. Mental Industry
2 Peter 3:14-18  -- …You therefore, beloved, knowing this beforehand, be on your guard lest, being
carried away by the error of unprincipled men, you fall from your own steadfastness, but grow in
the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him be the glory, both now and to
the day of eternity. Amen.
Hebrews 6:1 -- Therefore leaving the elementary teaching about the Christ, let us press on to
maturity, not laying again a foundation of repentance from dead works and of faith toward God...

G. Practical Wisdom
Colossians 1:9-10 -- For this reason also, since the day we heard of it, we have not ceased to pray
for you and to ask that you may be filled with the knowledge of His will in all spiritual wisdom and
understanding, so that you may walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, to please Him in all respects,
bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God...
Proverbs 4:7 -- The beginning of wisdom is: Acquire wisdom; and with all your acquiring, get
understanding.
James 1:5-6 -- But if any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all men generously
and without reproach, and it will be given to him.  But let him ask in faith without any doubting,
for the one who doubts is like the surf of the sea driven and tossed by the wind.


