
A Church Like…

Psalms 133:1-2 -- Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brothers to
dwell together in unity! It is like the precious oil upon the head, coming down
upon the beard, even Aaron’s beard, coming down upon the edge of his robes.

Introduction
1. We profess to be like the church of the New Testament.  We understand that statement to

mean the ideal church or to imitate the good in the churches of the New Testament.
2. Of course, there are some things in the churches of the New Testament that we would not

want to do: i.e. be divided (1 Corinthians 1:10-12); loose first love (Revelation 2:4);
tolerate false teachers (Rev. 2:20); or be lukewarm (Rev. 3:15ff).

3. However, here are elements of five churches we should especially consider to make part of
our endeavor to follow the pattern:

A. A Church Like Colosse - Loving
1. Colosse’s “love for all the saints” was part of Paul’s thanksgiving for them (Colossians

1:3-4).  Certainly this trait should be a part of God’s people:
 John 13:34-35 -- A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another, even as I
have loved you, that you also love one another. By this all men will know that you are My
disciples, if you have love for one another.
 Romans 12:9-10 -- Let love be without hypocrisy.  Abhor what is evil; cling to what is good.
Be devoted to one another in brotherly love; give preference to one another in honor.
 Hebrews 13:1 -- Let love of the brethren continue.
 1 John 3:18 -- Little children, let us not love with word or with tongue, but in deed and
truth.
 1 Peter 2:17 -- Honor all men; love the brotherhood, fear God, honor the king.

2 .  “Love for all the saints” will certainly go a long way to solving problems that
sometimes arise between brethren.  Love will do away with selfish ambition and
conceit (Philippians 2:2-4).

3. Bitterness, wrath, evil speaking and such like cannot abide with love (Ephesians 4:31 -
5:2).  Love “is the bond of perfection (Colossians 3:14).

B. A Church Like Rome - Knowledgeable
1. Paul was confident of the Roman Christians for they were “filled with all knowledge”

(Romans 15:14).
2. Knowledge is beneficial for a church:

 1 Peter 2:2 --Like newborn babes, long for the pure milk of the word, that by it you may grow
in respect to salvation.
 2 Peter 3:16-18 -- ...which the untaught and unstable distort, as they do also the rest of the
Scriptures, to their own destruction.  You therefore, beloved, knowing this beforehand, be on
your guard lest, being carried away by the error of unprincipled men, you fall from your own
steadfastness, but grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ...
 Romans 10:17 -- So faith comes from hearing, and hearing by the word of Christ.
 Matthew 4:3-11 -- ...But He answered and said, “It is written, ‘Man shall not live by bread
alone, but on every word that proceeds from the mouth of God.’”...Then Jesus said to him,
“Begone, Satan! For it is written...

3. Let’s remember that God destroyed ancient Israel “for lack of knowledge” (Hosea 4:6).
It is sad to think of the later history of the Roman church when it came to the departure
from the faith.

C. A Church Like Thessalonica - Evangelistic
1. Paul was grateful for the church in Thessalonica because it “sounded forth” the word

of the Lord (1 Thessalonians 1:8).  



2. Not only is Thessalonica a worthy example here, but also the church in Jerusalem.  The
early disciples were described by their enemies has having “filled Jerusalem with your
doctrine” (Acts 5:28).  We can see how this was accomplished by noting their practice:
 Acts 5:42 -- And every day, in the temple and from house to house, they kept right on
teaching and preaching Jesus as the Christ.

3. Even in the face of persecution these early Christians “went everywhere preaching the
word” (Acts 8:4). We also need to sound forth the word, not only in our own
community, but “also in every place” (1 Thessalonians 1:8).

4 .  As long as there is one lost soul in the world we need to busy ourselves with
proclaiming the saving message.
2 Corinthians 5:11 -- Therefore knowing the fear of the Lord, we persuade men, but we are
made manifest to God;..

D. A Church Like Philippi - Fully Organized
1 .  Paul’s greeting to the church in Philippi included “the bishops and deacons”

(Philippians 1:1).  
2. It is God’s purpose for the appointment of “elders in every church” (Acts 14:23).

 Acts 20:28 -- Be on guard for yourselves and for all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit
has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God which He purchased with His own
blood.
 1 Peter 5:2-3 -- Shepherd the flock of God among you, exercising oversight not under
compulsion, but voluntarily...
 James 5:14-15 -- Is anyone among you sick?  Let him call for the elders of the church, and let
them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord; and the prayer offered in
faith will restore the one who is sick, and the Lord will raise him up, and if he has committed
sins, they will be forgiven him.

3. Certainly a church can exist and function without elders, but it is missing a great deal
in that condition.

E. A Church Like Corinth - Penitent
1. Paul had a lot to condemn in his first letter to Corinth.  They were guilty of many sins,

at least one per chapter (and there are 16 chapters).  But notice in the second letter
how they responded to Paul’s rebuke.
 2 Corinthians 7:8-11 -- ... I now rejoice, ... that you were made sorrowful to the point of
repentance; for you were made sorrowful according to the will of God, in order that you might
not suffer loss in anything through us.  For the sorrow that is according to the will of God
produces a repentance without regret, leading to salvation; but the sorrow of the world
produces death.  For behold what earnestness this very thing, this godly sorrow, has produced
in you: what vindication of yourselves, what indignation, what fear, what longing, what zeal,
what avenging of wrong!  In everything you demonstrated yourselves to be innocent in the
matter.

2. The only cure for a church guilty of sin is repentance (Revelation 2:5, 16; 3:3, 19).
3. How many churches are there that need to repent of…

• Going beyond the doctrine of Christ (2 John 9-11)?
• Division (1 Corinthians 1:11-12)?
• Failing to purge out the old leaven (1 Corinthians 5:6-7)?
• Leaving their first love (Revelation 2:4)?
• Indifference (Revelation 3:16)?

4. Whatever the sin, confess it and forsake it, to obtain mercy.
Proverbs 28:13 -- He who conceals his transgressions will not prosper, but he who confesses
and forsakes them will find compassion.


