
Introduction:
This psalm presents the praises of the glory of the heavens to set the stage for the praise of

the glory of the Law and the One who gave both. The outline traced through this work is that
the first section (verse 1-6) is the glory of the Lawgiver.

The second section (verses 7-10) propounds the glory of the law in its manifold uses.
The third section (verses 11-14) presents the law in relation to the psalmist.

Psalm 19:1-14 The Glory of God’s Law
1. The heavens are telling of the glory of God and their expanse is declaring the work of His hands.

The Hebrew is very emphatic here as if to say, “the heavens, in a very distinct way, declare
the glory of God.” They “are telling,” continually by day or by night, rendering this verdict.
This truth is apparent even to the heathen.
Romans 1:20 -- For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes, His eternal power and
divine nature, have been clearly seen, being understood through what has been made, so that they
are without excuse.

2. Day to day pours forth speech, and night to night reveals knowledge.
3. There is no speech, or are there words; (where) their voice is not heard.

The same truth “bubbles forth” day after day.  The terms “speech” and “words” are
considered to be a form of metonymy, thus figurative and representing “nations.”  This
knowledge of God is uttered wherever the languages of men are found.

4. Their line has gone out through all the earth, and their utterances to the end of the world. In them
He has placed a tent for the sun,
The Hebrew idiom: “their line has gone out through all the earth” is probably best expressed
in English as: “And to the ends of the earth their words have gone forth.”

Among the heavens the sun has its place of residence.  This introduces the most glorious
object whose description occupies the next couple of verses.

5. Which is as a bridegroom coming out of his chamber; it rejoices as a strong man to run his course.
The glory of this heavenly body has awed all the nations (many worshipping it, the creation
rather than the Creator – Romans 1:23,25) and reflects the glory of its Maker.  The psalmist
first likens it to a bridegroom leaving his chamber, fresh and lusty in the strength of a young
man happy in his love.  

Then it is likened to a strong man about to run a race.  In the poetry the thought stressed
is similar and obvious.  

6. Its rising is from one end of the heavens, and its circuit to the other end of them; and there is
nothing hidden from its heat.
With the figures abandoned, the Lord’s glory is now likened to the might of the sun in the
untiring course that it runs perpetually and its radiance misses nothing.

7. The law of the Lord is perfect, restoring the soul; the testimony of the Lord is sure, making wise the
simple.
The writer of the psalm now mounts to a higher theme and speaks with greater eloquence in
propounding the excellencies of the law in its manifold uses. When he uses the term “law,”
it is not in the sense of the way Paul uses it.  The root meaning of “law” (torah) is that of
instruction and became equivalent with “the Word of God.”

He first begins that the “law” (description) of the Lord is “perfect” (adjective)
“complete, all sided to cover all aspects of life,”  “restoring the soul” (beneficial effect) of
reviving the very life and soul of a convert.

The “testimony” (and description of the law) used in the sense of “reminders,” is “sure”
(adjective) being a foundation upon which a man can build, “making wise the simple”
(beneficial effect) imparting true wisdom to all who will keep their mind and heart open to
its admonitions.

8.  The precepts of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart; the commandment of the Lord is pure,
enlightening the eyes.



The “precepts,” or “order,” as words claiming “authority,” are “right” thus mapping out a
straight course, “rejoicing the heart” implying deep and satisfying directions.

The “commandments” as more specific precepts, are “pure” insofar as they produce an
unadulterated life separated to God, “enlightening the eyes” and imparting a freshness and
joy to life.

9. The fear of the Lord is clean, enduring forever; the judgments of the Lord are true; they are righteous
altogether.
The “fear,” (not another synonym, but a proper reaction displayed as wholesome reverence
for the will of the Lawgiver), is “clean” forcing out all worldliness, resulting in “endurance to
eternal life.”

The “judgments,” or verdicts, that the law pronounces, are “true,” particularly strong
(noun), and are recognized as “righteous,” being the essence of normalcy.

10. They are more desirable than gold, yes, than much fine gold; sweeter also than honey and the
drippings of the honeycomb.
The psalmist closes his words of praise of “the law” by showing its absolute desirability,
better than the finest gold, and its sweetness, more than that of the honey of the honeycomb.

11. Moreover, by them Thy servant is warned; in keeping them there is great reward.
The author now begins to speak of the law in relation to himself.  He has often been warned
by the law and kept from evil ways.  For his obedience, God has given tokens of His
pleasure, that is, “great reward.” This is not written to promote a spirit of selfish
observance of the law for reward’s sake, but is part of the manifold praises of the law along
with the other facets of praise.

12. Who can discern his errors? Acquit me of hidden faults.
Like a bright light, the law can help a man detect and remove “errors” that are in reality
“sins of weakness” inadvertently committed.

These weaknesses can also be termed “hidden faults,” and the law can help make one
conscious of them if he truly desires to have God “absolve” him of them.

13. also keep back Thy servant from presumptuous sins; let them not rule over me; then I shall be
blameless, and I shall be acquitted of great transgression.
The law can even keep one from a “more damaging” type of sin labeled “presumptuous,” is
one committed in defiance of the Lord.  The psalmist prays that God may guard him from
such, for when one begins to slip into these types of sin they may begin to rule over him.

When enlightened by God’s law and protected by His grace, one can hopefully be kept
“blameless” and be absolved of his manifold transgressions.”

14. Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in Thy sight, O Lord, my
rock and my Redeemer.
Well aware as to how imperfect his (and our) best efforts are, the psalmist very
appropriately closes his prayer with a humble plea that his mouth may utter only that
which comes from a heart that has devoutly meditated on God’s law and his understand
and resultant action be acceptable to the Lord.

The Lord is called his “rock” (consider the Lord’s conclusion to the Sermon on the
Mount – Matthew 7:24-27) on whose law he can build his life, and his “Redeemer,” one who
will deliver him through many trials.


