
Introduction:
To help in the understanding of this Psalm, reference needs to be made to Romans 3:1-12,

where Paul cites verse one and contends by it that all mankind is under the taint of sin. In the
first section (verses 1-3) the psalmist has in mind the prevailing wickedness of the world.  Time
and again, when mankind is critically viewed the impression is that those who dwell upon the
earth are “fools,” that is, they deny the existence of God and as a result degenerate morally.  

The psalmist also sees a similar depravity rearing its ugly head in Israel (v.3) as well, and he
knows full well that God will not tolerate such iniquity (v.5ff).  Thus he prays that Israel in
particular may be restored to its ideal state.

What the writer may have seen and heard about neighboring nations may have instructed
him as to their depravity, and the sad oppression of good men under Saul’s rule may have
furnished the needed illustration of similar corruption among God’s people.
Psalm 14:1-7 God’s Reaction to Human Corruption
1 .  The fool has said in his heart, “There is no God.” They are corrupt, they have committed

abominable deeds; there is no one who does good.
The writer begins, it would seem, with a working definition of a “fool” (nabhal), and he
describes a largely practical atheism rather than a theoretical atheism, but both can easily be
included.  He begins by saying what the fool says is from the “heart.” He is not kidding
around, he is very serious about it.  Mainly he says this because he cannot afford to have
God in judgment of his worldly appetites and pursuits.  He has completely tried to scrub
the Almighty from his conscience, thus he “has always said” (’amar – gnomic aorist) there is
no God.

When men deny God’s existence, or live as though He did not exist, then wickedness
prevails and men become corrupt morally. They are infected by a mass defection from God,
they begin committing abominable deeds (to be defined further in this context), and it might
be said that many even who profess to believe in God are tainted in such a way that in their
non-obedience they believe they have no sin. Paul’s conclusion (Romans 3:23) is that we all
have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.

2 .  The Lord has looked down from heaven upon the sons of men, to see if there are any who
understand, who seek after God.
Viewed from the divine perspective, it states that God looked down to inspect man.  The
verb actually says “bent over” to look.  All the “sons of men” are made to pass in review
before Him. His purpose is to discern if there are any who discern Him, any who are “men
of insight,” “who understand,” any who seek after God.
Hebrews 11:6 -- He that comes to God must believe that He is and that He is a rewarder of them
that diligently seek Him.

3. They have all turned side; together they have become corrupt; there is no one who does good, not
even one.
 “All” here is emphatic: The Almighty, the Judge of mankind, finds them all infected with
the same virus of sin.  That theory and practice lie close together is indicated by the fact
that the inevitable issues of ungodly theory immediately result in ungodly living: “All have
gone astray; they have altogether become spoiled.”  To “become spoiled” (corrupt) is from a
verb whose root describes the souring of milk.

Apart from divine grace, this is the way mankind looks to the Lord on high.   The last
statement is more like a summary: “There is no one who does good, not even one.

4. Do all the workers of wickedness not know, who eat up my people as they eat bread, and do not call
upon the Lord?
The sense of this verse is not immediately connected with the previous, for it has nothing to
do with men in the world at large, instead, these “workers of wickedness” are those who
“devour, or eat up my people.”

It may be a reference to men of a nation outside Israel, or an ungodly element in the
population of Israel itself that preys upon the meek and the lowly, taking cruel advantage of
their defenseless position (Compare Isaiah 3:12; Amos 2:6ff.).



By “my” people, this could be a reference to the psalmist or to God.  In either case it is
God who ultimately speaks and is often introduced as the “Father of the widow and the
orphan.”

The specific sin the “fools” are charged with here is that they devour God’s people to
feed themselves (from the literally meaning of the Hebrew: “eaters of My people they eat
bread”).  Quite obviously, such persons would not be men who are regularly given to prayer
and “calling upon the Lord.”  This is also an indictment.

5. There they are in great dread, for God is with the righteous generation.
 “There,” intentionally vague, is intended to refer to that situation or that time when the
Almighty, the Just One, who cannot tolerate iniquity forever, begins to vent His wrath upon
those of Israel who oppress the Lord’s true children.

When He took these “fools” in hand, they were always “in great dread” (terrified –
literally “trembled with trembling). They had failed to see that the meek and lowly who
have put their trust in the Lord are the objects of His special care, that He is in the midst of
His “righteous generation.” This “generation” is a special class of people in each time.

Since the whole verse is cast into the past tense it obviously refers to all those instances
in the past when the oppressors were overthrown even as were Ahab and Jezebel who
preyed upon defenseless Naboth (1 Kings 21).

6. You would put to shame the counsel of the afflicted, but the Lord is his refuge.
The psalmist now states the fate of all who thus oppress the poor: “Their plans or counsel
against the poor will bring them to shame.”  This is paralleled by the last part of the verse in
that the poor always have a refuge in the Lord.

7. Oh, that the salvation of Israel would come out of Zion! When the Lord restores His captive people,
Jacob will rejoice, Israel will be glad.
In view of all the unhappy conditions and circumstance of God’s people, the writer quite
naturally turns to prayer that God may heal the grievous hurt of His people.

His petition is that salvation (or deliverance) will come out of Zion. A thorough
restoration alone will help overall, “when the Lord will completely restore His people.”  He
will of course in due time (with the coming of the spiritual kingdom, and with the second
coming), but a spiritual revival in mass at any time will get coming generations on track, and
thus please the fathers of Israel.  

Too often God’s mercies in turning back evil times have been received, and He has not
been fittingly thanked nor properly obeyed.  


