
2 Peter 1:1-25
Unlike first Peter which deals at length with sufferings which await the readers, second Peter
warns against abominable sensualists who scoff at the second coming of Christ.

There is an unmistakable similarity between the doxology and grand statement in first Peter
(1:3-13) and here in second Peter (1:3-11). In each the vital thing for the heart is faith and its
end is the salvation of the soul.

The difference in the two epistles is that in the first, sufferers needed a steadfast hope,
whereas in the second, those who are fighting against error need true and full knowledge.
verses 1:1-4
1. Simon Peter, a bond-servant and apostle of Jesus Christ, to those who have received a faith of the

same kind as ours, by the righteousness of our God and Savior, Jesus Christ:
Not evident in English, Peter begins his letter with the genuine Semitic “Symeon” instead of
the Greek, “Simon” (John 1:42). Evidently the apostle means to emphasize his Jewish
origins, possibly to let his readers know that it is written by his own hand.

He also terms himself a “bond-servant” (doulos), as Paul does in his letters, to place
himself on a level with his readers in his submission wholly to their divine Master who
bought them (1 Corinthians 6:20; 7:23).

Peter also terms himself an “apostle” (apostolos) derived from apostellô, “to
commission.” So he is one of the slaves commissioned by the Lord to write to them, his
purpose to fortify them against the heretical libertines, more graphically described in 2 Peter
2:22.

The letter is addressed to “those who have received a faith the same as ours”, or
literally “of equal value.”  The implication of this and the “ours” is that Peter is writing to
Gentile Christians and equating their faith as equal with Peter’s (Symeon’s) and all the other
Jewish Christians.  This is comparable to his other statements to the Jews in Jerusalem.
Acts 11:17 – If God therefore gave to them the same gift as He gave to us also after believing in the
Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I could stand in God’s way?
Acts 15:7-9 - …and God, who knows the heart, bore witness to them, giving them the Holy Spirit,
just as He also did to us; and He made no distinction between us and them, cleansing their hearts
by faith.

The faith both Gentiles and Jews share concerns what God can grant them concerning
His divine nature, judgment on the ungodly, and the promise of glory at Christ’s coming.

“Have received” (lagchanô) means “to obtain by lot,” going along with Ephesians 1:11 as
Christians are chosen as His inheritance by lot, or as put in Acts 11:17, gave to them the
same gift.

The genitive “by” (en - also found in verse 2 “in”) is to be construed to denote origin or
source: i.e. in connection with righteousness from our God and Lord Jesus. This righteousness
is the quality bestowed by the verdict of Christ as the righteous Judge on all the faithful
equally.

Also not evident in English is the article before “God,” which connects it to “Savior”
making them one and the same person.  In other words, Jesus Christ is here specifically
called “God” and “Savior,” both terms employed by the pagans as divine titles.

2. Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord;
Next, Peter’s salutation of “grace and peace” are standard, but now he states the desire
that they be multiplied “in connection with” or “by” a knowledge of both God and Jesus.
This “knowledge” (epignôsis) is stronger than just gnôsis.  This latter knowledge can be false,
but the epignosis is never false (According to C.-K., and Trench) but is rather true, clear, full
knowledge that if personally embraced can have the strongest effect on one’s personal
religious life.

The aim of the letter is to increase this fuller knowledge in the hearts of the readers so
that they may abound in all godliness and be fully fortified against all false knowledge, that
is, all that pertains to life and godliness (v.3).

Note that “Savior” is now replaced by “Lord,” as if the two are synonymous. Being the
Christian’s Lord, and they His slaves, makes Him also their Savior.



3. seeing that His divine power has granted to us everything pertaining to life and godliness, through
the true knowledge of Him who called us by His own glory and excellence.
“Seeing” or more completely, “with respect to this very thing” Peter begins this preamble.
“His” is a reference to Christ, and it is His divine power, thus substantiating that He is God
and Savior.

This divine power of Christ has granted “all,” not one thing is withheld. This goes along
with Paul’s assertions that the Christian has “all spiritual blessings” (Ephesians 1:3), and
that Christ has “freely given to us all things” (Romans 8:32).

The “life” refers to that which is kindled in regeneration by the power of the Spirit
through the Word. “Godliness” (eusebeia) is the activity of this life and includes the reverent
and worshipful attitude, along with the actions emanating from it.

The perfect tense of the verb “granted” (dedôrêmenês) implies that the granting (or gift) is
a past act that continues its effect to the present.  This is God’s grace imparting to the
Christian everything for salvation through the “true or full knowledge” introduced in verse 2.

The “calling” Paul tells us is through the gospel (2 Thessalonians 2:14), but here Peter
tells us what is in the gospel, that it tells us one is called by the glory and excellence one
reads there.  These are the “excellencies” of God that the Christian as a priest should begin
to proclaim (1 Peter 2:9).

4. For by these He has granted to us His precious and magnificent promises, in order that by them you
might become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world by
lust.
Peter now says that it is by these, His glory and excellence, that He granted to us His
promises that are “precious” (valuable) and “magnificent” (megista – so great nothing
exceeds).

These promises are not to be waited for until the end of time. They are now:
1. The knowledge by which all things needed is granted.
2. The glory and praise by which the greatest promises are granted.
3. The glory and praise by which one can “partake” (koinônoi – fellowship) the divine

nature. One can become Christ-like or God-like.
The divine nature is not an imitating, but an actual transformation of the human spirit into
the divine whereby the Spirit bears witness with our spirit that we are the children of God
(Romans 8:16).  

What this fellowship allows is an “escape” (a term suggesting a terrible power that
holds and enslaves) from the world that has been “corrupted” (phthopas – decayed, ruined,
depraved) by lust.



Add to Your Faith – 1 (Moral Excellence, Knowledge)

2 Peter 1:4-5 -- … in order that by them you might become partakers of the divine
nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world by lust. Now for this very
reason also, applying all diligence, in your faith supply moral excellence, and in your
moral excellence, knowledge...

Introduction
1. The list of qualities that need to be added to our faith begins appropriately with the quality

of virtue.  If you notice the context of our study you will realize that this list is a call to take
on the “divine nature” (v.4), a call to the glory and excellence of God (v.3).  The
“excellence” of God is the same word (arete) for “virtue” or “moral excellence” in verse five.

2. “Virtue” is manhood, prowess, and valor.  In a moral sense it is goodness, excellence, and
uprightness.  It is the foundation for the maintaining of faith, the motivational pride to be
always better, and the quality of manliness that inspires respect even in one’s enemies.

3. It is set forth as that which is opposite to the false prophets in chapter two who sneak
around introducing destructive heresies, and cowardly denying the Lord (2:1).

A. True Manliness (Adultness)
1.  To the Greeks and Romans of the time, virtue was synonymous with manhood and

heroism.  The efficient, energetic, and hard fighting soldier exemplified this excellence.
2. It was in the thick of battle, arrayed against the enemy and facing the dangers of injury

and death, that true manliness showed itself.  It is significant that the derivation of the
word arete is from Ares, the Greek god of war.  Thus as admonition for Christians...
1 Corinthians 16:13 -- Be on the alert, stand firm in the faith, act like men, be strong.
1 Timothy 1:18 -- This command I entrust to you, Timothy, my son, in accordance with the
prophecies previously made concerning you, that by them you may fight the good fight.
1 Timothy 6:12 -- Fight the good fight of faith; take hold of the eternal life to which you were
called, and you made the good confession in the presence of many witnesses.
2 Timothy 2:3 -- Suffer hardship with me, as a good soldier of Christ Jesus.

3. The world is apt to think that followers of Christ are weak and effeminate in affections,
in personality, and in attitude.  Christians must therefore manifest a faith that is strong,
energetic, and able to overcome the world in the strength of the Lord.

B. Christian Courage
1. Among the Romans, virtue was true military heroism in its highest form, to courageously

face the conflict no matter how strong the opposition.
2. As someone once pointed out, the Roman soldier’s armor only covered his front portions

because he would never think to offer his backside in retreat. [In Fox’s Book of Martyrs
there is recounted the highly decorated Roman Legion which had become Christian and
died to the man rather than bow to Caesar as god.]

3. We see this same kind of courage in the lives of the men of God as they faced such odds
that would make even a Roman soldier blanche.
Hebrews 11:32-37 -- … who by faith conquered kingdoms, performed acts of righteousness,...
shut the mouths of lions, quenched the power of fire,.. became mighty in war, put foreign armies
to flight...tortured not accepting their release... scourgings... chains and imprisonment. They
were stoned, they were sawn in two,... put to death by the sword...
Luke 9:51 -- And it came about, when the days were approaching for His ascension [and
crucifixion], that He resolutely set His face to go to Jerusalem.
John 19:5  -- Jesus therefore came out, wearing the crown of thorns and the purple robe.  And
Pilate [aptly] said to them, “Behold, the Man!”

C. Professing and Living the Faith
Matthew 10:32-33 -- Everyone therefore who shall confess Me before men, I will also confess him
before My Father who is in heaven.  But whoever shall deny Me before men, I will deny him before
My Father who is in heaven.



Hebrews 13:5-6 -- Let your character be free from the love of money, being content with what you
have; for He Himself has said, “I will never desert you, nor will I ever forsake you,” so that we
confidently say, “The Lord is my helper, I will not be afraid.  What shall man do to me?”

D. Desire for Truth
1. Jesus at one point told His disciples that the truth would set them free (John 8:32). Just

generally speaking, freedom abounds where knowledge exists. Ignorance produces
tyranny, fear, and prejudice.  Curtailment of knowledge and science by church and state
led men into the Dark Ages. The refusal to submit to oppression in the search for
knowledge brought forth the Renaissance of learning.

2. The true knowledge, however, that does man the most good, is the knowledge of God.
Though men have sought God out, it has resulted in infidelity, idolatry, and apostasy if
it has not been through the revelation of Jesus Christ.

3. The exacting knowledge of God is an invaluable contribution to the diligence, faith, and
virtue we have already talked about. The Jews had a “zeal” for God but it was not
according to knowledge (Romans 10:2), and our own “faith” comes from hearing the
word of God (Romans 10:17).  Plato said, “Better to be unborn than untaught, for
ignorance is the root of misfortune.”

4. The Greek word for knowledge is gnosis.  It is broad in its scope of meaning, starting
with the seeds of desire for learning to the practical and artful application of wisdom.
Matthew 7:7 -- Ask, and it shall be given to you; seek, and you shall find; knock, and it shall
be opened to you.

E. Comprehension of Truth
Proverbs 14:8 -- The wisdom of the prudent is to understand his way…
1. The moral coward does not want honest answers to the moral problems of life insofar as

honest answers mean unpleasant or disturbing responsibilities.
2. One needs answers that will help him escape from the harsh realities of living in a world

of sin.  The coward and slothful find it easier to be ignorant rather than to be informed.
Proverbs 14:15-16 -- The naive believes everything, but the prudent man considers his steps.
A wise man is cautious and turns away from evil, but a fool is arrogant and careless.
1 Thessalonians 5:21 -- But examine everything carefully; hold fast to that which is good...
Ephesians 5:15-17 -- Therefore be careful how you walk, not as unwise men, but as wise,
making the most of your time, because the days are evil. So then do not be foolish, but
understand what the will of the Lord is.

F. Mental Industry
2 Peter 3:14-18  -- …You therefore, beloved, knowing this beforehand, be on your guard lest, being
carried away by the error of unprincipled men, you fall from your own steadfastness, but grow in
the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him be the glory, both now and to
the day of eternity. Amen.
Hebrews 6:1 -- Therefore leaving the elementary teaching about the Christ, let us press on to
maturity, not laying again a foundation of repentance from dead works and of faith toward God...

G. Practical Wisdom
Colossians 1:9-10 -- For this reason also, since the day we heard of it, we have not ceased to pray
for you and to ask that you may be filled with the knowledge of His will in all spiritual wisdom and
understanding, so that you may walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, to please Him in all respects,
bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God...
Proverbs 4:7 -- The beginning of wisdom is: Acquire wisdom; and with all your acquiring, get
understanding.
James 1:5-6 -- But if any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all men generously
and without reproach, and it will be given to him.  But let him ask in faith without any doubting,
for the one who doubts is like the surf of the sea driven and tossed by the wind.



Add to Your Faith – 2 (Self-Control, Perseverance)

2 Peter 1:5-6  -- …In your faith supply… knowledge, self-control (temperance),
and in your self-control, perseverance (patience), and in your perseverance…
1 Corinthians 6:19-20 -- Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the
Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and that you are not your
own?  For you have been bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body.

Introduction
1. Usually when we think of temperance we think along the lines of the curtailing of vices or

the control over our own lasciviousness, greed, and lust.
2. However, as Paul points out in 1 Corinthians 9:25, with the illustration of the Greek athlete,

the faithful Christian “exercises self-control in all things.”
3. The basic difference, though, between the Greek and Christian ideal is that the former is

centered in man and the latter is centered in Christ.  This does not take away our free will,
but simply affirms that our will is to please God.

A. Not Self-Controlled, but God-Controlled
Romans 6:12-13 -- Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body that you should obey its
lusts, and do not go on presenting the members of your body to sin as instruments of
unrighteousness; but present yourselves to God as those alive from the dead, and your members as
instruments of righteousness to God.
Matthew 16:24 -- Then Jesus said to His disciples, “If anyone wishes to come after Me, let him
deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me.

B. Why Temperance  with Knowledge
Proverbs 23:29-30 -- Who has woe? Who has sorrow? Who has contentions? Who has
complaining? Who has wounds without cause? Who has redness of eyes? Those who linger long
over wine...
1. Knowledge has a tendency to foster a spirit of self-sufficiency, and lead us to become

proud, boastful, and self-confident.  We begin to think our wisdom will preserve us from
all dangers, and enable us to overcome all temptation.  We forget that the flesh is strong,
that the world is alluring, and that the devil, like a roaring lion, goes about seeking whom
he may devour.”

2. Self-control makes an indispensable contribution to knowledge. A person whose mind is
beclouded with alcohol, who is bleary-eyed from a night of carousing, whose strength is
sapped by licentious living, will neither have the disposition nor the energy to seek after
the knowledge of God.
Proverbs 21:17 -- He who loves pleasure will become a poor man...

C. Where to Exercise Control
1.  Lawlessness:

1 Thessalonians 5:22 -- Abstain from every form of evil. [See James 3:1-12 on the tongue]
1 John 3:4 -- Everyone who practices sin also practices lawlessness; and sin is lawlessness.

2.  Certain Lawful Things:
Romans 14:20-21 -- Do not tear down the work of God for the sake of food.  All things indeed
are clean, but they are evil for the man who eats and gives offense.  It is good not to eat meat or
to drink wine, or to do anything by which your brother stumbles.
1 Corinthians 10:23-24 -- All things are lawful, but not all things are profitable.  All things
are lawful, but not all things edify.  Let no one seek his own good, but that of his neighbor.

3.  Moderation in Lawful Things:
1 Corinthians 6:12 -- All things are lawful for me, but not all things are profitable.  All things
are lawful for me, but I will not be mastered by anything. [Bread and the Lord’s Temptation]



Galatians 5:24-25 -- But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness,
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.

D. What Patience Is
1. Were this life all cozy, all perfect, all sinless, with all troubles and problems nonexistent,

there would be no need of patience, any more than of moral courage. But in the world
you have tribulation (John 16:33).

2. So patience is indispensable to a faith that will not falter when the possibility of trial
becomes reality.  The close connection between virtue and patience is evident. One who
does not have the courage to face the dangers of evil with the intent of conquering them
will hardly have the moral stamina to persevere when they actually come.

E. What Patience is Not
1. Not Stoic Apathy -- More like the pioneer who does not just put up with the problems

of a dense forest but begins to clear it for planting and the timber for building.
2. Not Indifference to Problems -- More like a citizen who tries to pass laws and develop

enforcement so that there is order and not criminal chaos.  
3. Not a Borrowing of Trouble -- More like the individual who tries to show people how

Christianity is a good thing for all, rather than just defending their Christian beliefs.
4.  Not Steadfastness Under Justified Criticism

 “Self-righteous preachers who insult members of their audiences… and make themselves
doubly obnoxious by claiming that the criticism they receive is resentment toward the
truth.”                                                                                                         -- James M. Tolle

F. Elements of Patience
1. Trust in God

•  The faithful Christian calmly endures tribulation without murmuring and without
questioning the wisdom of God because the main element in patience is submission.

• The Christian must indeed have a faith in the integrity of God that nothing happens
to him that God does not permit.
2 Corinthians 6:4-5 -- But in everything commending ourselves as servants of God, in
much endurance, in afflictions, in hardships, in distresses, in beatings, in imprisonment, in
tumults, in labors, in sleeplessness, in hunger...
2 Corinthians 12:9-10 -- And He has said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for
power is perfected in weakness.”…  Therefore I will be content with weaknesses, with insults,
with distresses, with persecutions, with difficulties, for Christ’s sake; for when I am weak,
then I am strong.

2.  Proper Perspective, Attitude, Temporal Knowledge & Perseverance
• The Christian must believe that trials are not the dispensation of a cruel tyrant to

make him suffer just for the sake of suffering, but that the loving Father permits them
for his good.
1 Peter 4:12-13 -- Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal among you, which comes
upon you for your testing, as though some strange thing were happening to you; but to the
degree that you share the sufferings of Christ, keep on rejoicing; so that also at the revelation
of His glory, you may rejoice with exultation.
James 1:2-3 -- Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter various trials,
knowing that the testing of your faith produces endurance.

• If one does not keep a careful watch over his faith, he will find it easy to become
impatient with himself over the seemingly slow progress he is making in the
development of his Christian personality and the influencing of others to Christ.

•  “The Christian is never responsible to God for the results of his work in reaching
souls with the gospel message, but only for the work itself.”                   --  J. M. Tolle

• The optimism of Christian patience rejects the false notion that sorrow and pain are
ultimate facts. They are only temporary, just as life on the earth is temporary.



Add to Your Faith – 3 (Godliness, Brotherly Kindness)

2 Peter 1:5-7 -- Now for this very reason also, applying all diligence, in your
faith supply…in your perseverance, godliness; and in your godliness, brotherly
kindness.

Introduction
1. We all know people who have a sense of decency about them, but who profess no faith in a

higher power.  They recognize some need of submission to moral law, but they fail to
recognize and reverence the author of all such law.

2. Also in a society whose philosophy is crassy materialistic, in which the physical is given
precedence over the spiritual, and beset by thousands of distractions, temptations, and
allurements, it is easy for the Christian to find himself with neither the time nor the
disposition to do what is necessary for growth in godliness.  It cannot be this way!

A. Defining Godliness
1 Timothy 6:11 -- But flee from these things, you man of God; and pursue righteousness,
godliness, faith, love, perseverance and gentleness.
• Notice that godliness is distinguished from righteousness that is a god-like action.
•  Godliness denotes the grounds of that action.  The truly religious person, one who

possesses godliness, obeys moral law because of his respect and reverence for its divine
giver.  He is religious because his life is bound to God by faith and love.  Godliness is
God-ward-ness.

• Godliness cannot exist in a vacuum.  A spiritually empty life is an irreverent life, one
“holding a form of godliness, but denying the power of it.”

B. How Godliness Relates to the Other Graces
 Romans 8:28 -- We know that God causes all things to work together for good to those that love
God, to those who are called according to His purpose.
 “It is not one of the earliest graces; it comes in after much progress has been described.
There is profound significance in this.  In the beginning of the Christian life, men are almost
sure to be prayerful.  The ‘exceeding great and precious promises’ are in their hearts; the
strain of penitence drives them to God; personal imperfection is bitterly felt, and they are
compelled to pray for the grace to live a better life.  But when they have reached somewhat
of excellency; when their will is disciplined, and pure desires are theirs; when they are home
in the study of the gospel; there is great danger of suffering from undevoutness. Gradually a
change is evident; their heart grows hard, self-consciousness and pride destroy the
sweetness of their life. For want of heavenly motive they are impatient; for want of heavenly
aim they are self-indulgent.”   -- James Hastings

C. Developing Godliness
1 Timothy 4:7-8 -- But have nothing to do with worldly fables fit only for old women.  On the
other hand, discipline yourself for the purpose of godliness; for bodily discipline is only of little
profit, but godliness is profitable for all things, since it holds promise for the present life and also for
the life to come.
• What the faithful Christian desires is a greater realization of God’s presence in his life, a

deeper sense of His majesty, holiness, and power.
1.  Bible Study -- It is entirely incongruous that one should have a reverence for God

without knowing His nature.  The Christian should not only be concerned about the
Book, but also about the God of the Book.  To know God is to know His glory, to know
His name...
Exodus 34:6-7 -- Then the Lord passed by in front of him [Moses] and proclaimed, “The Lord,
the Lord God, compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in lovingkindness and
truth; who keeps loving kindness for thousands, who forgives iniquity, transgression and sin;
yet He will by no means leave the guilty unpunished…



2. Meditation -- It is not sufficient to learn just the facts of God. To develop godliness one
must think about God and imitate Him; he must trace every experience and blessing
back to his Creator.
Psalms 4:4 -- Tremble and do not sin; meditate in your heart upon your bed, and be still.
Offer the sacrifices of righteousness, and trust in God.

3. Worship -- Worship is the paying of homage and respect to God, the prostrating of self
before the throne of God’s grace, the communion of the human spirit with the Divine.
The spirit of godliness makes for acceptable worship, and such worship contributes to
the development of godliness.           

D. Brotherly Kindness as a Test of Our Discipleship
• Godliness must be modified with “brotherly love” in order to be outgoing, warm, and

dynamic.  It keeps godliness from becoming a morose, habitually solitary life style
without courteousness or kindness to one’s fellow man.

• It also demands a greater significance to those who are our brothers and sisters in Christ.
“So then, while we have opportunity, let us do good to all men, and especially to those who are
of the household of the faith” (Galatians 6:10).
John 13:35 -- By this all men will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one
another.

• In our religious self-centeredness and egotism, we attempt to prove to the world that we
are the church, true followers of Christ, but we do this by appealing to the soundness of
our teaching and Biblical pattern of our worship and practice, instead of demonstrating
it by our brotherly affection to one another. The world cannot tell that we love one
another merely because we say we do, but by our actions.

E. Elements of Brotherly Kindness
1. No Distinctions

• God shows no partiality in His love for His own, and neither must we.
• Everyone who has come to Christ is a precious Christian brother, regardless.

Colossians 3:11 -- A renewal in which there is no distinction between Greek and Jew,
circumcised  and uncircumcised,  barbarian,  Scythian, slave and freeman, but Christ is all,
and in all.

2.  Unity of the Spirit
1 Corinthians 1:10 -- Now I exhort you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that
you all agree, and there be no divisions among you, but you be made complete in the same mind
and in the same judgment.
• Love is the only real bond of unity in the church.  Although we are bound together in

our teachings, love is the vital element for agreement in the application.
• For example, it is possible for a man and woman to be lawfully married, live in the

same house, live and eat and sleep together in the same house, be together in a
thousand things, and yet quarrel and bicker with intense hatred for one another.

• So too, brethren in Christ can come together in the same building, engage in the same
acts of worship,  invoke  the blessings of God in prayer, and yet “bite and devour
one another.” (Galatians 5:15)

3.  Fellowship
1 John 1:7 -- but if we walk in the light as He Himself is in the light, we have fellowship with
one another, and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin.
• The loving Christian is never satisfied with any disagreement between himself and

his brethren in Christ.  He hates all enmity and strife, but the goal he constantly
labors for is fellowship, not disfellowship.

•  Because he cares for others, he attends the services, all services, of the local
congregation, to enjoy the sweet fellowship of his brethren. [Neander & Tertullian]



Add to Your Faith – 4 (Love)

2 Peter 1:5-8 -- Now for this very reason also, applying all diligence, in
your faith supply… in your brotherly kindness, love. For if these qualities are
yours and are increasing, they render you neither useless nor unfruitful in the
true knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Introduction
1. This last lesson of the series is the capstone of our list and is of vital importance, not only to

the graces that must be added to our faith, but also as a precursor to the lessons to follow
on Christian Courtesies and Familial Relationships.

2. Not only is the quality of love the last thing to be added to faith to make it a true faith, it is
also what is added to make the Christian nature complete.  Love is what truly makes one
God-like, distinctly partaking of the Divine Nature.

3. Also, Peter adds some special cautions at the end of this list.  Things for our consideration
in both a living and fruitful sense, and also in a warning and critical sense. These things are
not just “nice,” they are life and death itself.

A. Love Expands Brotherly Kindness
•  Where brotherly love is the peculiar affection one may have toward his fellow

Christians, agape, the Greek word for love, is the love for all mankind, or humanity in
general.  It is the type of attitude God shows for all His creation.
Matthew 5:43-45 -- You have heard that it was said, “You shall love your neighbor, and hate
your enemy.”  But I say to you, love your enemies, and pray for those who persecute you in
order that you may be sons of your Father who is in heaven; for He causes His sun to rise on the
evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous.

B. Love Defined (1 Corinthians 13)
1. Suffers Long:  The power to hold the mind long at something.

• It is patience toward the weaknesses and failures of men because they are human
and foible.  It understands that men are immature in spirit, frail in flesh, and subject
to temptation.

• With a true sense of value, love knows no greater tragedy than the loss of a soul
abandoned to be lost to eternity.                    

2. Kind
• Love endures under provocation and persecution and returns only a gentle and

amiable spirit.
 2 Timothy 2:24 -- And the Lord’s bondservant must not be quarrelsome, but be kind to all,
able to teach, patient when wronged.
 Romans 12:20 -- But if your enemy is hungry, feed him, and if he is thirsty, give him a
drink; for in so doing you will heap burning coals upon his head.

3. Does not Envy
• Love is for the success, prosperity, and happiness of others, unselfishly.
• It does not resent, i.e. Joseph’s brothers, Haman, Saul of David.

4. Not Vaunts Self or Puffs Up
• Love never makes the accomplishments of others unfavorable or unimportant.
• It never bloats or inflates itself out of proportion.

 Romans 12:3 -- For through the grace given to me I say to every man among you not to
think more highly of himself than he ought to think; but to think so as to have sound
judgment...

5. Not Behave Unseemly
• Love inspires a propriety of conduct that is unwilling to give offense in deed or

speech.  It does not behave unbecomingly and introduces civility into conversation
and guards against harshness, bad manners, and hurt feelings.  

• On the other hand, self-love betrays a lack of concern for others in bad manners and
offensive conduct.  



6. Not Seeks Own
 1 Corinthians 10:24, 32-33 -- Let no one seek his own good, but that of his neighbor...Give no
offense either to Jews or to Greeks or to the church of God; just as I also please all men in all
things, not seeking my own profit, but the profit of the many, that they may be saved.
• “The extent to which we become godlike can be seen by the degree to which we

become unselfish.” -- F. W. Mattox
7. Not Provoked

• Love does not lose its temper; it is not irritable, sour, or bitter.
• It always distinguishes between the sinner and his sin.  Is not resentful.

Proverbs 16:32 -- He who is slow to anger is better than the mighty, and he who rules his
spirit, than he who captures a city.

C. Spiritual Blindness Unto Death
• Gratitude is the mother of all virtues.  The Christian who has forgotten the cleansing

from his old sins is the worst kind of ingrate.  He has forgotten the greatest possible
Blesser at the greatest possible cost.

• The Christian who shuts his eyes to these requirements, and fails to increase, will walk
blindly to his death.  

E. Love Defined (Continued)
8. Does Not Keep a Ledger of Evil

 Romans 12:19 -- Never take your own revenge, beloved, but leave room for the wrath of God,
for it is written, “Vengeance is Mine, I will repay,” says the Lord.
• “Hatred looks for hidden and evil motives behind even the good which we may do.

It causes an individual to misconstrue what we say and give the worst possible
meaning... when only good was intended.”                         -- George H. Stephenson                                     

9. Rejoices in Truth not Unrighteousness
• Love shares the joy of truth’s triumph over evil in any person.

 3 John 4 -- I have no greater joy than this, to hear of my children walking in the truth.
• “A Christian can stand up for the truth and show that he is opposed to all forms of

iniquity without gloating over a sinner’s misfortune.”                -- Fred B. Walker
10. Bears All Things

 1 Peter 4:8 -- Above all, keep fervent in your love for one another, because love covers a
multitude of sins.
• Stego means to “cover over” for the purpose of sheltering.  Whatever faults or

failures love sees in others it never mentions it to others unless duty and good
conscience demand it.

11. Believes All Things
• Love is not without the ability to see wrong in a person’s life.  It is not ignorant of the

devil’s devices (2 Corinthians 2:11) and is matured to discern good and evil
(Hebrews 5:14). Love puts the best possible construction on other’s conduct.  

12. Hopes All Things
• Love hopefully anticipates the repentance of sinners.  It believes in the potential for

good in all men knowing the power of God’s word and the strength of His nature.
13. Endures All Things

• Endurance is the ability to take something that has gone wrong and use it for what is
good.  Love is able to do this in “all things.” Love continues always to work for
another’s good no matter how much evil is suffered.  

F. Making Sure Your Calling
• There is a world of difference between the Christian who gives the more diligence to make

his calling and election sure and the lazy indolent Christian who does not care.
• The Jews under the Old Covenant thought because they were born Jews they were the chosen

people. They did not pay attention to the “IF” that began so many promises.  
• Peter has the same condition.  “IF these qualities are yours and are increasing...” you will be

“useful”, “fruitful”, and “abundantly supplied for entrance into the kingdom.”



verses 1:8-15
8. For if these qualities are yours and are increasing, they render you neither useless nor unfruitful in

the true knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.
 “For” (gar) continues the grand sentence begun at verse three.  

If these “qualities are yours” (humin huparchonta – being in you, things at your disposal,
belonging to you), the things enumerated in verses 5-7, and increasing (with time and
diligence), then they “render” (kathistêsin – set you down, establish you) neither “useless”
(argous – barren, inactive, hollow, injurious – same word used in James 2:20 to explain faith
without works) nor “unfruitful” (akarpous – synonym of barren, unproductive – used of the
works of darkness Ephesians 5:11) toward the full (true) knowledge of the Lord.  

This phrasing is a litotes and a meiosis, saying in a negative and a mild way what is
intended to be positive and strong.

9. For he who lacks these qualities is blind or shortsighted, having forgotten his purification from his
former sins.

Peter now changes to the third person to cover and warn any of his readers who might
succumb to the false teachers.

If they fail to add to their faith they are described as being “blind” (tuphlos), either not
able to understand and comprehend how important and critical these qualities are, but also
“shortsighted” (muôpazôn – myopic) one who knows about the Word, but has only a useless
glimmer left in his heart being diverted by the interests of the world.  

The memory of the cleansing is not an utter blank, but all its power, effect and blessing
are blotted out. The deadness and the barrenness of “corruption” have returned (see verse
4).

10. Therefore, brethren, be all the more diligent to make certain about His calling and choosing you; for
as long as you practice these things, you will never stumble;
This is the only place in both epistles where Peter uses the address “brethren” in order to
make his appeal stronger.

The appeal is for “more” (mallon) “diligence” (spoudasate – 1. speed or haste in carrying
out a matter; 2. zeal, industry, effort, pains to mold one’s whole conduct of life.).  

Contrary to current and popular religious thinking, Peter says that it is the Christian’s
responsibility to “make certain” (poieisthai bebaian – continually maintain firmness) in their
own “calling” (klêsin – effective and successful gospel call to God’s glory – 2 Thessalonians
2:14) and “choosing” (eklaogên – election according to God’s foreknowledge – Ephesians 1:4;
1 Peter 1:2).

Note the order.  One is first called through the gospel and then by their obedience to this
gospel and the acquiring of the divine nature, are elected (chosen) to be a part of God’s
family. Thus while in this flesh the Christian needs to diligently maintain this obedience and
growth, “practicing these things,” in order to never “stumble” (ptaiête – fall from grace).
This fall is graphically described in 2 Peter 2:20-22.

11. for in this way the entrance into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ will be
abundantly supplied to you.
This diligence toward the things of God and the regeneration of one’s self not only ensures
one never stumbles (negative), but also ensures that the “entrance” (eisodos – admission,
reception, approach, access) of the eternal kingdom of Lord and Savior Jesus Christ will be
“abundantly” (plousiôs – richly – as a reward of diligence) “supplied” (epichorêgêthêseai –
furnish).  

The words parallel those in verse five.  The Christian in diligence becomes fruitful and
the Lord in His reward abundantly supplies the maintaining in the kingdom.

12. Therefore, I shall always be ready to remind you of these things, even though you already know
them, and have been established in the truth which is present with you.
This is all so important that Peter says that he shall always “be ready” (mellêsô – intend, be
the objective) to remind them concerning these things.

Peter acknowledges that they have already been taught and know these things and
(perfect tense) have been and are being strengthened (established) in this condition (having



the truth with them). This same verb was used when Jesus told Simon when his faith
returned to “strengthen your brothers” (Luke 22:32).

13. And I consider it right, as long as I am in this earthly dwelling, to stir you up by way of reminder,
An added consideration for this immediate and constant reminding, or “stirring up”
(diegeirein – rousing – as the sea was being stirred up by the wind – John 6:18) is because he
may no longer be with them.

Peter is aware that his “earthly dwelling” (skênômatos – tabernacle, corporeal residence
of the soul – used also by Paul in 2 Corinthians 5:1,4 in reference to his earthly form) may
soon be taken from him.

14. knowing that the laying aside of my earthly dwelling is imminent, as our Lord Jesus Christ has
made clear to me.
The lost of his life is “imminent” (tachinê – soon, near at hand, impending).  He knows this
because the Lord has “made it clear” (edêlôsen – intimate, signify, pointed out, showed,
manifested) to him.

15. and I will also be diligent that at anytime after my departure you may be able to call these things to
mind.
Peter is laboring diligently on his behalf to make sure that after his death they may be able
at any time to effect for themselves the recollection of these things. His diligence is not left
off until some time when it may be too late.  Rather, verse 15 seems to be a preamble to the
context that follows, incorporating the context that what has preceded.

verses 1:16-21
16. For we did not follow cleverly devised tales when we made known to you the power and the coming

of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of His majesty.
The charge is that the apostles followed, not only “tales” (muthos – silly myths containing
variegated lies intended to lead people astray), but they “cleverly devised” (sesophismenois –
skillful and sophisticated inventions) these tales themselves rather than just pass on what
they had been taught (Lenski sees a sneer to this effect in the perfect participle).

Peter negates this stating that they “made known” (egnôrisamen – revealed, declared) the
singular idea of the “power and coming” of the Lord.  There was nothing contrived, rather
they declared only that of which they were “eyewitnesses” (epoptai – to look upon, witness,
observe, watch). Throughout verses 16 to 18 Peter employs strictly historical aorists that
designated historical facts only. All the apostles were observers only:
John 1:14 -- And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory,
glory as of the only begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth.

Peter is a good starting point to refute modern day commentators like R. Bultmann who
believe that the interjection of the supernatural, the work of God in miracles, are also myths
and cleverly interjected into the Scriptures from previous Persian or other prior literature.

17. For when He received honor and glory from God the Father, such an utterance as this was made to
Him by the Majestic Glory, "This is My beloved Son with whom I am well-pleased"—
 “For” (gar) introduces a specific instance of which Peter and others were eyewitnesses.
“Received” (labôn) is a participle and not a finite verb implying that the instance is only one
of many that could have been reported.

Note that Peter says the Christ received honor and glory from the Majestic Glory, thus
personifying “glory” to represent God the Father.  From the essence of glory Christ received
His glory, thus the pronouncement, “This is My beloved Son.”

On three different occasions God proclaimed His approval of the Son and His work; at
the time of His baptism; at his transfiguration on the mountain, and just before his
sacrificial crucifixion (John 12:28).  The middle (second) occasion is the one obviously
referred to here by Peter as indicated by the next verse.

The term “well-pleased” (eudokein) is often an intensive meaning referring to one
personally chosen and the good pleasure expressed in one’s self by that choice. The good
pleasure is found in the incarnate Son in His fulfillment of the teachings of Moses and Elijah.



The dash (-----) at the end of the sentence is the translators’ designating this as an
anacoluthon (an extended digression that needs to be broken off to return to the main
thought).

18. and we ourselves heard this utterance made from heaven when we were with Him on the holy
mountain.
The “we” here is the reference to Peter, James and John his brother (See accounts of the
transfiguration in Matthew 17:1ff; Mark 9:2ff; Luke 9:28ff). “Ourselves” marks the
emphasis of Peter and the others as personal witnesses. Also this “utterance” is repeated
for the same reason, as well as, being at the beginning of the sentence in the Greek.

It should also be remembered that the gospel accounts were derived in part from these
apostles’ testimony, whereas, here we have Peter’s direct revelation.

Adding to all this is the interesting point that the mountain is here termed “holy”
because of the transfiguration. There is no trace of it having been termed holy before this and
for any other reason. This too emphasized how special this recognition was of the Son by
the Father.

19. And so we have the prophetic word made more sure, to which you do well to pay attention as to a
lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star arises in your hearts.
 “And so” stresses the resultant fact. This fact is for the “we,” a term that is much broader
than the previous verse. It encompasses all the apostles and their readers. Not only this
event but all the events to which the apostles were eyewitnesses make all prophecy of
Scripture (especially the Old Testament) “more sure” (bebaioteron – more firm, certain,
established). Mainly because they were witness to the fulfillment of the prophecy of which
others besides the apostles were privileged to observe.

Because of this, all need to continue to pay fuller attention, for what is written is not
based on myths, but on attested prophecy completion, just as the Hebrew writer puts it:
Hebrews 2:1-4 -- For this reason we must pay much closer attention to what we have heard,
lest we drift away from it…  After it was at the first spoken through the Lord, it was
confirmed to us by those who heard, God also bearing witness with them, both by signs and
wonders and by various miracles and by gifts of the Holy Spirit according to His own will.

The appositional example is of “a lamp shining in a dark place.” The word for “dark”
(auchmêrô – squalid, filthy, murky, obscure) does not refer to an outside wilderness or the
Christian’s own heart, but rather to an assembly of the Lord’s people where there are those
who deny the Master and secretly introduce destructive heresies (2:1) and who malign the
truth and exploit the faithful with false words (2:2-3).  These sure prophesies are then like a
lamp in a dark room to guide ones way through the murky gloom which may contain lurking
dangers until the sun comes up in the morning.

Yet since we are speaking in figurative language, the morning dawning refers to
something far greater than the lamp, just as is the sun. The ultimate fulfillment in the second
coming is referred to where the “morning star” (phôshoros – literally - light bringer, luminary -
*used only here) represents the complete revelation of the Lord.  So the prophetic word
made sure is to guide one through the heresies until the Word is revealed (Christ) and all
error is dispelled as eternity dawns.

20. But know this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture is a matter of one's own interpretation,
Peter’s readers are to know this first of all that no prophecy of Scripture is “a matter of
one’s own interpretation” (idias epilseôs).  All that this may suggest is what was said in verse
16.  The apostles did not cunningly devise these prophecies.  It is not the interpretation by
others that governs what the prophecy means, rather it is the prophecy’s fulfillment that
governs its own meaning.  The apostles did not conceive of an interpretation and thus twist
their own meaning from the prophecy.

21. for no prophecy was ever made by an act of human will, but men moved by the Holy Spirit spoke
from God.

Peter explains this more clearly.  Prophecy is not made by any human will. We should
say no Scriptural prophecy.  False prophets do prophesy, but their meaning is rather
ambiguous until the prophet chooses to reveal its meaning.  Like the Oracle at Delphi who



told king Croesus that if he decided to do battle a kingdom would fall.  This is open-ended.
Whichever kingdom won, the Oracle could claim that is what she meant.  

However, Biblical prophecies were more exact in time, sequence and with those
involved. The reason was that God, through the Holy Spirit, moved the men to speak. They
did not make it up on their own.  God could then prophesy and bring His prophesies to
fulfillment.  This made all prophecy then more certain, and a lamp against all false teachings
and false predictions.

Isaiah 45:11 -- Thus says the Lord, the Holy One of Israel, and his [Israel’s] Maker: “Ask Me
about the things to come concerning My sons, and you shall commit to Me the work of My hands.

2 Peter 2:1-22
1. But false prophets also arose among the people, just as there will also be false teachers among you,

who will secretly introduce destructive heresies, even denying the Master who bought them,
bringing swift destruction upon themselves.
 “But…arose” as aorist states the historical fact. “Also” (kai) relates back to 1:19-21,
indicating the rise of  “false prophets” that occurred among the “people” (laôs – people of
God), “just as” (hos kai – exactly as) God’s people now would have false teachers among
them.

Among Peter’s readers there would not be those who would claim direct revelation or
inspiration, rather what they would do is bring  in “secretly” (pareisaxsousin – stealthly,
sneaking, covert) lies, “destructive heresies” (haireseis apôleias – opinions producing
destruction, doctrines one chooses for oneself, grave aberrations).

A chief thrust of these heresies is to “deny the Master who bought them.” By their
teachings they refute that Christ is the Son of God; that He lived a perfect life; that He died
as a sacrifice and rose again from the dead. The term “master” (despotên), from which we
get “despot,” here stresses the absolute and unrestricted power of God.  

These false teachers challenge this power and ungratefully scorn the cost of Christ’s
blood, thus the destruction they bring about by their lies is mainly upon themselves, and it
will come “swiftly” (tachinên – speedy, impending, near at hand). Note: here is a clear
refutation of Calvin’s doctrine of limited atonement, for even these false teachers Christ
died for.

2. And many will follow their sensuality, and because of them the way of the truth will be maligned;
Unfortunately many will listen to them.  “Sensuality” (aselgeiais – licentiousnesses) is not
merely a reference to sexual aberrations, but extremes and excesses of all manners are being
encouraged.

Further, even the way, the truth, is “maligned” (blasphêmêthêsetai – blasphemed, reviled,
cursed, condemned).

3. and in their greed they will exploit you with false words; their judgment from long ago is not idle,
and their destruction is not asleep.
They will “exploit” (emporeusontai – make merchandize of, traffic in, take advantage of)
their fellow Christians with “false” (plastois – fabricated, manufactured) words” for the
sake of their own “greed” (pleonexsia – hunger, covetousness).  

Because they manipulate the truth, or outright lie, in order to get God’s people to sell
themselves to these false teachers cheaply, Peter says that the sentence of divine judgment
against them was handed down long ago.  This sentence is not “idle” (argei – linger), is not
put off like men’s judgment, nor is the execution of their destruction sleeping.  This is a
litotes meaning that this judgment is full of the deadliest energy to execute itself, especially
since the distortion of truth is the most heinous of crimes.

4. For if God did not spare angels when they sinned, but cast them into hell and committed them to
pits of darkness, reserved for judgment;
Verses four through eight are one long sentence composed of illustrations of this terrible
reality.  Of a truth, why would men think that God would not deal with their rebellion if He
did not even spare angels when they sinned? And their judgment was fierce, consigned to
pits (some suggest “chains”) of “darkness” (zophou – gloom, thick darkness) and residence



in “hell” (tartarôsas – the place of punishment of the Titans [a term of pagan origin because
of the readers background].

5. and did not spare the ancient world, but preserved Noah, a preacher of righteousness, with seven
others, when He brought a flood upon the world of the ungodly;
Nor can men think that they can get lost in a crowd.  Peter points out that God destroyed
the entire ancient world with a “flood” (kataklusmon – great deluge - our word cataclysm)
except for Noah and his immediate family.

Noah is “preserved” (ephulaxen – guarded) because he is described as a herald of
righteousness.

6. and if He condemned the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah to destruction by reducing them to ashes,
having made them an example to those who would live ungodly thereafter;
A further “example” (hupodeigma) was made of Sodom and Gomorrah for living in an
ungodly and rebellious manner.  Three terms are used: They were “condemned” (katekprinen
– judged and remain so); they were “destroyed” (katastrophê – our word “catastrophe”);
they were “reduced to ashes” (tephrôsas – incinerated).

7. and if He rescued righteous Lot, oppressed by the sensual conduct of unprincipled men
And like Noah, Lot was rescued from the destruction of these cities because he did not go
along with their “sensual conduct” (Compare Jude 7; Genesis 19:5-8).

8.  (for by what he saw and heard that righteous man, while living among them, felt his righteous
soul tormented day after day, with their lawless deeds),
Peter explains how Lot was “oppressed,” it was by what he saw and what he heard.  When
one is righteous, one tortures one’s own soul beholding the “lawless deeds.” This is
appropriate in that a pious individual should be moved by the sin going on around him in
order to be motivated to do something about.

9. then the Lord knows how to rescue the godly from temptation, and to keep the unrighteous under
punishment for the day of judgment,
God is in sympathy with such individuals as Lot and Noah, for He Himself is so moved by
the sins of men and is motivated to help them out.

God knows how to “rescue” (phuesthai – deliver) the godly from “temptation”
(peirasmou – trial). The emphasis is in this life, as with the examples, and not just in final
judgment.

He also knows how to “keep” (têrein – as in verse four – “reserve”) the “unrighteous”
(adikous – unjust) “in punishment” (kolazomenouos - being punished) for or until the day of
judgment.

10. and especially those who indulge the flesh in its corrupt desires and despise authority. Daring, self-
willed, they do not tremble when they revile angelic majesties,
Taken special interest of by God are those who “indulge” (epithumia – lust for) the
“corruption” ( miasmou – defilement) of the flesh, theirs and others.

Another special category is those who “despise” (think superior to) authority,”
(especially God’s).  They are “daring” (tolmêtai – presumptuous, audacious, bold in a bad
way) and “self-willed” (authadeis – one who pleases self, willful, obstinate, arrogant).
Individuals who are so foolish and stupid that they do not fear when they “revile”
(blaspheme) “angelic majesties” (doxas – glories). There is no basis for the word angel here,
as is seen in the following example.  Rather the one true glory is that of God – See 1 Peter
1:11).

11. whereas angels who are greater in might and power do not bring a reviling judgment against them
before the Lord.

These puny men do what even angels dare not do (Compare Jude 9 for example). Here
Peter’s example is note worthy. Angels even mightier and more power do not venture to
bring reviling judgment against such as these types of men.



12. But these, like unreasoning animals, born as creatures of instinct to be captured and killed, reviling
where they have no knowledge, will in the destruction of those creatures also be destroyed,
Peter’s description begins with the perfect participle “born” (gegennêmena) meaning that the
state to which they were born they are in still.  Stating they are “like unreasoning animals...
creatures of instinct” Peter implies that they have never matured in the spirit and thus, like
most animals, are good for nothing but being captured and killed.

Not attaining proper knowledge and instinctively lashing out at things they do not
understand, their existence is comparable to the men who are like beasts found “under the
sun” in Ecclesiastes 4.

These heretics cannot let sacred things alone. It is as though the devil is urging them
along to cast slurs, stabs, ridicule and even blasphemy at things they irrationally do not
understand. One would think they would keep quiet about that which they are so grossly
ignorant, but they do not.

The last phrase seems awkward, but basically means that as they destroy themselves
physically in their approach to life they end up also destroying themselves spiritually for
eternal destruction.

13. suffering wrong as the wages of doing wrong. They count it a pleasure to revel in the daytime. They
are stains and blemishes, reveling in their deceptions, as they carouse with you,
A long line of participles connects verses twelve to seventeen as one interwoven unit. The
NAS adopts the Greek word adikoumenoi for “suffering” and makes the phrase say almost
the same thing as verse twelve. If Peter meant a play on words it would mean “defrauded of
the wages of fraud.” The AV retains the Greek word komioumenios, which is a rare future
tense expressing intent. Thus the latter would read: “Intending to bring away wages of
unrighteousness.”

These blasphemers, instead of working honestly during the day, they count (deem) it
pleasure to “revel” (truphên – luxurious and delicate living that tends to soften one) in the
daytime.

They are “stains” (spilos – filthy spots, moral blots) and “blemishes” (mômoi – societal
disgraces). The worse part of this is that they are putting their lying, libertine teaching into
practice by deceiving the true Christians into participating with them in their licentious and
immoral partying, passing their hedonistic form of worship as genuine godliness. “Deceits”
(apatais) is preferred over “love feasts” (agapais, as found in Jude 12).

14. having eyes full of adultery and that never cease from sin, enticing unstable souls, having a heart
trained in greed, accursed children;
They see things as an adulteress would and are incapable of seeing any other way (Consider
Matthew 5:28).  They therefore “entice” (deleazontes – luring, baiting) the “unstable”
(astêriktous – weak, unsteady) souls. They entice women into adultery and draw men into
joining them.

Their hearts are “trained” (gegumnasmenên – like a conditioned athlete) to sustain their
covetousness.  They were children of God now cursed by God.

15. forsaking the right way they have gone astray, having followed the way of Balaam, the son of Beor,
who loved the wages of unrighteousness,
In a prophetically comprehensive description, Peter states what they are to be likened to.
Wandering off the straight way they have followed the path of Balaam.

Note that it does not say that Balaam loved money.  The way of Balaam is the love of
all the wages of unrighteousness.  When one deviates from God’s way all unlawful and ugly
things are open to him.

16. but he received a rebuke for his own transgression; for a dumb donkey, speaking with a voice of a
man, restrained the madness of the prophet.

The full details of Balaam’s crimes go beyond Numbers 22-24. Numbers 31:16
(Revelation 2:14) adds his advising the Midianites to corrupt the Israelites by idolatry and
fornication (Numbers 25:1-3; 31:16).  



Balaam was an instrument of God, but was so caught up in his own bent on unrighteous
wages that the fact that a donkey rebuked him did not even startle him long out of his
madness.  He too was cursed and died wretchedly (Numbers 31:8).

17. These are springs without water, and mists driven by a storm, for whom the black darkness has been
reserved.
Peter now uses two familiar images to a desert people.  These false teachers are like springs
that should hold life-giving water, but have instead dried up, leaving the seeker worse off by
trusting in them.

They are also like a mist or fog that should come in the morning bringing nourishing and
refreshing moisture, but instead are driven quickly away by the wind without depositing
reviving coolness.  

For such individuals, the “black darkness” (Matthew 22:13, the outer darkness, gloom)
has been kept waiting.  See verse 4.

18. For speaking out arrogant words of vanity they entice by fleshly desires, by sensuality, those who
barely escape from the ones who live in error,
Peter now goes into greater detail as to how these false teachers accomplish their “enticing”
as mentioned in verse 14.  They speak out “arrogant” (huperogka – grandiose, swelling)
words of vanity (emptiness, or transient vices, seasonal pleasures).

They appeal to the weak individual who has barely escaped from the throe and thrall of
the world with its addictive vices.  Before the burn has cooled, they fire up again the
passions and lusts and pawn the unrighteousness off as righteousness.

19. promising them freedom while they themselves are slaves of corruption; for by what a man is
overcome, by this he is enslaved.
Like many con men, they promise what they themselves do not have.  They themselves are
still slaves, slaves of corruption (Romans 8:21).  They had escaped from the corruption of
the world (2 Peter 1:4), but having become corrupted again they are now “born for
perishing” (2 Peter 2:12).

An axiom is now applied.  By what a man is “overcome” (hêttêtai – defeated), by that
he is enslaved (now slave to).

20. For if after they have escaped the defilements of the world by the knowledge of the Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ they are again entangled in them and overcome, the last state has become worse for
them than the first.
The subject of the sentence is “they who have escaped” (apophugontes). The subject is
general referring to any, new or old converts, who had escaped the defilements of the world
by means of the knowledge of the Lord, partaking of the divine nature (1:4). By this
description, it is obvious these are those to whom God’s grace had been extended and
accepted.

These are the ones who have now “again” (palin – repeating old habits) become
“entangled” (emplakentes – intertwined, implicated, involved) in the defilements of the world
(both moral filth and false doctrine) and have been “overcome” (hêttôntai – defeated, same
word found in the previous verse). Thus defeated and again enslaved.

The warning is to keep from again being entangled in the same things from which one has
already escaped. “Entangled” is a picturesque word.  Not only are nets used to snare fish,
but in the arena some gladiators were armed with the trident and a net in order to wrap up
their adversary and so they could thrust them through.

This carries the image to another consideration. The last state now becomes (and
remains – perfect tense) “worse” (cheirona – more severe).  Not only are the old practices
back, but now one has accepted bad and unhealthy teachings that enforce the behavior.
Before, one may have subconsciously felt they were wrong, or at least heard others speak
against them, but now their new mentors have given them license to do evil and there no
longer remains any barriers or impulse of conscience to curtail the vile workings (lusts).  

21. For it would be better for them not to have known the way of righteousness, than having known it,
to turn away from the holy commandment delivered to them.



Good knowledge got them away from these defilements. Now bad and wrong knowledge is
carrying them back with full force.  So how is the last state worse?

In Matthew 12:45, Jesus talks of a man who had a demon who left him. But instead of
now filling the vacancy with a growth in the Spirit of God, the man left himself empty. When
the demon returned he brought with him seven (term of completeness) more demons to
occupy the man.

Hebrews 6:4-6 considers the impossibility of a man again repenting after he has been
enlightened and tasted the good things of God and then become once more entangled.
Hebrews 10:26-31 describes what goes on in the individual’s heart. The sin is now willful.
The mind consciously rejects the knowledge and the covenant and considers the blood of
God’s Son as unholy.  

To turn away from the “holy commandment,” which was the source of their deliverance,
is to blatantly reject the truth (v.2), which is being evil spoken of.

Where as a pagan there may still have been some religious restrains and an awareness of
ignorance allowing them to be taught to repentance. Now one has pushed their self into a
greater state of sociopathic behavior and has entered into God’s wrath and vengeance.

22. It has happened to them according to the true proverb, "A dog returns to its own vomit," and, "A
sow, after washing, returns to wallowing in the mire."
The filthiness of these “defilements” is now presented in all their graphically disgusting
reality.  The true saying is found in Proverbs 26:11 where the dog illustration is used of a
fool returning to his folly.

The dog is pictured as having consumed something that the body begins to reject as
either unhealthy (poisonous) or disagreeable to the system.  The dog voids himself of the
distasteful substance.  But then not having learned, it goes to licking it back up in its more
vile form. 

The female pig, an unclean animal, is added for parallel emphasis.  In the history of
Ahikar he says: “My son, you have acted like a swine which went with decent people to the
bath and, when it came out, saw a stinking [septic] swamp and went and wallowed
therein.”

As a proverb the saying is both terse and an exclamation.  Such acts encourage people to
point at one in disgust or ridicule, denouncing them publicly as fools.

2 Peter 3:1-18
1. This is now, beloved, the second letter I am writing to you in which I am stirring up your sincere

mind by way of reminder,
Peter now moves from the vile and licentious teachings of the false teachers to their denial of
the Master; that of His coming and His judgment. The connection is obvious. Who would let
himself slip into immoral excesses he if truly believed God would return and judge him for
his reprehensible attitude and practices?

For the fourth time the apostle is referring to his readers as “beloved.” He continues to
appeal to their “sincere” (elikrinês – pure, free from wrong considerations) “minds” (dianoin
– the thinking part of the mind).  He wants to continually stir them up to effective
remembering.  

As already mentioned, the reference to this second letter is not inferring that first Peter
was the previous letter.  This letter is dealing with subject material not found in first Peter,
so it cannot be a reminder.  Nor is the audience the same.  Rather, the previous letter seems
no longer to be an extant epistle, but it does not matter, since Peter has been going over what
was in that previous communication.

2 .  that you should remember the words spoken beforehand by the holy prophets and the
commandment of the Lord and Savior spoken by your apostles.
What Peter wants them to “remember” (perfect tense to indicate permanence, the speaking
that still continues in Holy Writ) the words “spoken beforehand” (proeirêmenôn – uttered
previously) consisting of the holy prophets in the Old Testament.

They also have the “commandment” (entolê) of the Lord and Savior (genitive of source),
meaning He is the author of all the teachings of the apostles, the twelve including Paul



(v.15), the apostolic foundation for all that is taught (Ephesians 2:20).  The
“commandment” may not be referring to a certain commandment, but “all that is
commanded” (Matthew 28:20), though if it is pertaining to just one, it would be the Lord’s
commandment to look for and be ready for His appearing.

When Peter says here, “your apostles,” he may have a more specific group of
individuals in mind, namely the apostles his readers have come into personal contact with,
meaning himself and Paul.

With all this, Peter has now laid the groundwork for what he is about to tell them about
the Lord’s coming and that they are not to take it lightly nor the warnings in the Scriptures.

3. Know first of all, that in the last days mockers will come with their mockings, following after their
own lusts,
Peter wants his readers to know “first of all” (touto prôton ginôkontes – as in 1:20, a seeming
oft used turn of phrase) that mockers will come. The second thing would be that afterward
the Lord would return.

When the mockers come it will be “in the last days” (ep’ eschatôn  tôn hêmerôn – or during
end of days).  These days began after Pentecost and they are called so because nothing more
is in prospect except the coming of Christ. They are also referred to as “times end” (1 Peter
1:20) and “at the time’s end” (Jude 18).

All during this time, from the first century until now, mockers will come with their
“mocking” (empaigonê – derision, treating with scorn, scoffing).

Adding the reason for their mocking, “following after their own lusts” indicates that
they are of the same nature as those described in chapter 2.

4. and saying, "Where is the promise of His coming? For ever since the fathers fell asleep, all continues
just as it was from the beginning of creation."
Note that although this is prophecy, Peter goes into the form of their mockery in some detail.
It is primarily focused on the question: “Where is the promise of His coming?” or rather,
“Where is its fulfillment?” There is a definite amount of stupidity in the question.  If God
were to suddenly keep His promise where would they be? They would not be ready for the
following judgment at the Lord’s return.

Their reasoning, as with mockers today, is sadly lacking in facts.  They refer to the
“fathers,” that would be those who began preaching about the “second” coming, but they
state that nothing has really changed since the beginning of creation.

Peter could point out many facts referring to things that have changed times: the long
day of Joshua, the captivity of the Jewish nation and the many nations that have been
overthrown, the crucifixion of Christ and His resurrection…

5. For when they maintain this, it escapes their notice that by the word of God the heavens existed
long ago and the earth was formed out of water and by water,
But Peter chooses only one event, and it’s a fact-laden big one.  He states that it has
“escaped their notice”, literally “been concealed” (lanthanei – unnoticed, overlooked) in their
“wishing” (thelontas – that is wishing it to be so) that…

a. That the heavens came into existence and the earth was formed out of water and by
water…

b. …And this was done in an instant by the Word of God.
John 1:3 -- All things came into being by Him, and apart from Him nothing came into being

that has come into being.
Colossians 1:16 -- For by Him all things were created, both in the heavens and on earth, visible

and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities – all things have been created by
Him and for Him.

Hebrews 1:2-3 -- in these last days has spoken to us in His Son, whom He appointed heir of all
things, through whom also He made the world… and upholds all things by the word of His
power…

6. through which the world at the time was destroyed, being flooded with water.
Much was different then.  For one thing, it did not rain before the Flood, but rather a

mist used to go up and water the earth (Genesis 2:6) and there was no rainbow.



Then, by that same “Word,” the world was destroyed. In one day (Genesis 7:11), all the
fountains of the of the deep broke up and the windows of the heaven were opened, and all
the world of man was washed away.  The mockers carelessly took their argument back to
the beginning, so Peter goes there with them.

7.  But the present heavens and earth by His word are being reserved for fire, kept for the day of
judgment and destruction of ungodly men.
As the flood was a type of last judgment, so the present heavens and earth are being
“reserved” (tethêsaurismenoi – stored up, collecting and accumulating) for fire.  This fire also
will come “by His Word.”

It will be the day of judgment and destruction of ungodly men.
8. But do not let this one fact escape your notice, beloved, that with the Lord one day is as a thousand

years, and a thousand years as one day.
Although there is much that escaped these mockers and men without God, there is
something that may also have escaped Peter’s readers - to God time means nothing.
Psalm 90:4 -- For a thousand years in Thy sight are like yesterday when it passes by, or as a
watch in the night.
Time is above the Lord and His relation with time should never be confused with man’s
relation with time.  For those who want to make this an equation to make days equal
thousands of years, note that Peter states: “is as” not just “is.”

9. The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not
wishing for any to perish but for all to come to repentance.
The Lord is not “slow” (bradutêta – behind, tardy) as the reason why the Lord has not yet
come as promised, as if something got in the way or He does not have the power to bring it
about at this time.  

Rather, the reason comes from His longsuffering and not “wishing” (boulomenos –
purposing, intention) for any to “perish” (apolesthai – eternally ruined, destroyed utterly).  

God keeps putting off the coming of His Son, extending the time because of His love for
His creation and not wanting any soul to not have the chance of “repentance” (metanoia –
change of mind and heart by contrition and trust).

As one looks back at the past 2000 years and is aware of all those who have made the
decision to come back to God, one can see that God’s patience has been justified.  But
imagine if all the scoffers had their way and there no longer was anyone willing to turn from
their worldly ways, then by their own actions they have brought quickly upon themselves
that which they mockingly said was slow to come.

10. But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, in which the heavens will pass away with a roar and
the elements will be destroyed with intense heat, and the earth and its works will be burned up.
Peter has settled the question of the Lord’s delay and so he proceeds on to how the Lord’s
Day will come. Jesus already used the example of the end of the Jewish age coming as a thief
(Matthew 24:43; Luke 12:39), and the methodology of God evidently will be the same; the
Lord will come when men least expect Him.

But what is truly emphasized by Peter is the description of the event. There will be a
sudden conflagration of the universe with a “roar” (hrozêdon – sudden crackling, sizzling,
rushing noise) and the “elements” (stoicheia – elements of the natural universe - Moulton)
will be “dissolved” (luthêsetai – destroy, demolish) “burning” (kausoumena – burn intensely).

To make it more personal, Peter adds that this especially includes the “earth” (gê –
literal earth and not cosmos, worlds of man which would include the various “works”) and
its works as well.

The last word “burned up” is a bit of a problem. Bruce Metzger in his Textual
Commentary on the Greek New Testament writes the committee found that the word put
into the Greek Text shows a very high degree of doubt, a case in which none of the variant
readings commended its self as original. The oldest extant word is heurethêsetai (as used here
in the NASV) is defined as “shall be found or discovered” but seems devoid of enlightening
the context. Jehovah’s Witnesses love this word because it is so ambiguous that it can
support their “reign-on-earth” theory.



The KJV goes with kausoumean, which means “heated,” and is already used to explain
what will happen to the elements.  This term would also confirm what is said already in
verse seven with the heavens and earth reserved for fire and verse 12 with the elements
being melted with fervent heat.

There are also other choices for various reasons. Hort likes hruêsetai, “flow,” Naber
considers surruêsetai, “flow together,” Olivier argues for ekprôthêsetai, “will be burnt to
ashes,” J.B. Mayor wants arthêsetar, “will be taken away,” and Nestle likes krithêsetai, “will
be judged.”  There are also readings of iathêsetai, “will be healed (thoroughly)” and
purøthêsetari, “will be burned.” The best thing seems to be to forget the word and consider
the context.

11. Since all these things are to be destroyed in this way, what sort of people ought you to be in holy
conduct and godliness,
Also consider Peter’s point in even bringing it up.  Since everything is going to be dissolved
(same word as in verse ten), and will NOT continue on as from the beginning, one’s conduct
becomes very critical.

The apostle asks one to take stock of his or her character and nature.  What “sort”
(potapous – manner, kind) “ought” (dei – behooves, should force) one to become in “holy
conduct” (hagiais anastrophais) and “godliness” (eusebeiais).  “Conduct” literally means to
turn around or turn back and so the adjective “holy” gives the new behavior a divine
direction.  “Godliness” infers not only piety and devoutness, but at its core, “God fearing.”

12. looking for and hastening the coming of the day of God, on account of which the heavens  will be
destroyed by burning, and the elements will melt with intense heat!
Added to this character is a “looking” (prosdokontas – awaiting) for the Day.  “Hastening”
(speudontas – also means “to be eager”).  It is questionable how one might hasten or “hurry
up” the Day by being good, whereas it might be more probable if everyone became bad.  

One can wait without being eager.  It would seem more probable that Peter wants their
character to be right so that they can wait with “eagerness” to the last day.

Again, the reasoning for all this is the impending catastrophe and elimination of all one
is standing on.

13.  But according to His promise we are looking for new heavens and a new earth, in which
righteousness dwells.
According to Christ’s “promise” (epaggelma – a term denoting the result, the promise as it
stands) there will be a “new” (kainos – new over against what is old) heaven and earth. The
same word for “new” is used in Revelation 21:2, along with a mention of fire in chapter 20,
and heaven and earth following, however, the context in Revelation talks of nations coming
into it bringing glory and to be healed (Rev. 21:24; 22:22) and of things to be taking place
“shortly” (Rev. 22:6).  Here in 2 Peter we know the time was not “shortly” and all elemental
things, not mentioned in Revelation, are to no longer exist.

14. Therefore, beloved, since you look for these things, be diligent to be found by Him in peace, spotless
and blameless,
Peter repeats the “expecting” from v.12, and since they are expecting, he reminds them to be
“diligent,” as in 1:5,10.  He has named the mockers “spots and blemishes” (2:13). His
readers are to be the opposite and thus themselves not mockers and condemned.

15. and regard the patience of our Lord to be salvation; just as also our beloved brother Paul, according
to the wisdom given him, wrote to you,
And unlike the mockers, instead of regarding the patience of the Lord as a bad thing, view it
as their and others’ salvation.

Peter now says two things that scholars of other “Christian” faiths need to take heed of.
First, Peter acknowledges Paul as “our beloved brother.” The readers and Peter are both
familiar with Paul’s writings.  Second, Peter states that Paul’s wisdom was given to Paul by
God, thus all the apostles were given the same revelation of the Lord by the same Spirit
(John 16:13-14).



16. as also in all his letters, speaking in them of these things, in which are some things hard to
understand, which the untaught and unstable distort, as they do also the rest of the scriptures, to
their own destruction.
Paul wrote of the same things as Peter and gave the same warnings. “These things” are the
coming heretics, licentious individuals, mockers, the Lord’s Coming and the way in which
Christians should be conducting themselves.

When Peter refers to some of the things Paul writes about as being hard, his intent is to
say that the “wisdom” of God always goes a lot deeper than the shallow minds that often
try to approach it haphazardly. The wisdom of God is meant to tax the brain and spirit,
and to cause them to grow to the work of understanding and doing.

When men do not avail themselves of the good teachers of the church (Ephesians 4:11)
and then try to “distort” (streblousin – twist, torture, wrench, pervert) from their ignorance,
they are “unstable” [astêriktoi - sterizo is used by the author concerning Christians being
established or firm in the faith brought on by something outside themselves – God (1 Peter
5:9-10). Paul adds that God comforts the heart and establishes one in every good work and
deed (2 Thessalonians 2:17). These unstable individuals have none of this, thus “a-streizo”
- bringing about through their efforts their own destruction (repeating 2:1,3; 3:7)].

17. You therefore, beloved, knowing this beforehand, be on your guard lest, being carried away by the
error of unprincipled men, you fall from your own steadfastness,
Peter now says that they have been forewarned.  They must “guard” (thulassesthe – defend,
preserve, keep safe) the steadfastness granted to them by God.  They do this by keeping in
the words of Peter and Paul (See 2 John 8-9).  They fall from this grace of God by listening
to men who are unstable (athesmôn – literally here “lawless”).

18. but grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him be the glory,
both now and to the day of eternity.  Amen.
To remain stable, they are advised to grow (present imperative) in God’s knowledge and
grace by assimilating more and more of the divine wisdom, favor and its gifts. Thus to God
be ascribed glory, now and forever, which the unstable mockers revile to their destruction for
eternity.


